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Introduction

The only way to become a true Christian is to
believe and be baptised into Christ (Galatians
3:27). But before we can be baptised we must
understand and believe the teaching of the Bible
(Acts 8:12).
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1- The Bible
1.1 What is the Bible?

There is no other book in the world like the Bible,
because:

a) It is the word of God and His message to
men and women (Hebrews 1:1-2; 2
Timothy 3:16-17).

It is the only book that gives us true
knowledge about God, the Lord Jesus
Christ and salvation (Hebrews 1:1-2;
Psalm 138:2; 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm
119:160).

It was written by men who were guided by
the Holy Spirit of God (2 Peter 1:21; 1
Peter 1:11).

It promises eternal life to all who believe
and obey its teaching (John 17:3; Romans
2:7; 2 Peter 1:11).

b)

d)
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1.2 How can we best understand
the Bible's message?

a) To understand and believe its message, we
need to read the Bible regularly beginning
with a prayer for God's blessing on our
reading (1 Timothy 4:13; Psalm 119:103-
105; Jeremiah 15:16).

b) The Bible itself is its best interpreter.
Some parts of the Bible help us to
understand other parts (Luke 24:25-27; 1
Corinthians 2:13).
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2.1 What does the Bible teach
about God?

He is the only true God (Isaiah 44:8; 45:5;

Exodus 20:3; Ephesians 4:6).

b) God is Spirit (John 4:24).

c¢) God is the Creator of all things (Genesis

1:1; Isaiah 45:18).

God controls all things, and knows all

things, even our thoughts (Isaiah 45:7;

Psalm 139:1-12).

e) There is only ONE God (Deuteronomy 6:4;
Malachi 2:10; Mark 12:29 1 Corinthians
8:6).

f) God is holy and true (Exodus 15:11;

Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 19:9).

God is kind and merciful (Exodus 34:6;

Romans 2:4; Psalm 103:8-14).

God is just and will punish the wicked

(Deuteronomy  32:4; Psalm  145:20;
Romans 1:18).

a)

d)

i) God has a plan for the future of the earth
and the human race (Numbers 14:21;
Isaiah 45:18; Revelation 21:4).

j) God is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Matthew 3:17; Luke 1:3135; Hebrews 1:2-
5; 1 Peter 1:3).
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3-man

.)_)p-"

3.1 How was man made?

Man was created, both male and female, 'in the
image of God' (Genesis 1:27). God formed the first
man from the dust of the ground. God breathed life
into him, and he became a living being (Genesis
2:7). Woman was created as a helper from the side
of Adam (Genesis 2:18).
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3.2 Does the Bible support the
theory that man evolved from
animals?

No. The Bible shows that God created the first
man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve and that all
other men and women are descended from them
(Genesis 1:28; 3:20; Matthew 19:4; Romans 5:12).
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3.3 How does the Bible explain
the fact that all men die?

Adam rebelled against God. As his punishment
God sentenced him to death (Genesis 3:1-19). This
curse of death has been passed down from Adam to
us, because we are descendants of Adam, and
through him, we are naturally rebellious against
God (Romans 3:9-10; Jeremiah 17:9; Mark 7:21-
23; Romans 5:12).
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3.4 What is sin?

Sin is 'missing the mark’, that is, failing to obey and
love God. We sin every time we break one of God's
commandments. It is still sin, even if we do not
realise that we are sinning (1 John 3:4; Leviticus
4:27, James 4:17).
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3.5 What is death?

Death is the punishment for sin (Genesis 2:17;
Romans 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4).
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3.6 What happens to people
when they die?

When people die they cease to exist. Dead people
are not able to think, or do anything, or feel
anything. They are unconscious as if in a deep
dreamless sleep (Psalm 6:5; 49:12,14,20; 146:3-4;
Ecclesiastes 9:5-6; John 11:11-14).
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3.7 Will my soul live on after my
body has died?

No. The Bible does not mention an 'immortal soul'.
It uses the word 'soul' for anything living, whether
man, animal, bird, fish or insects. The Bible teaches
that souls can and will die (Ezekiel 18:4,20; Psalm
89:48).
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3.8 Is there any hope at all for
us beyond this present life?

Yes, but only in Jesus Christ. He has overcome
both sin and death. When he comes again to the
earth, the dead will be raised to life and judged.
Those who have been faithful to him will be
blessed with eternal life in his kingdom (2 Timothy
1:10; 1 Corinthians 15:21-23; Daniel 12:2; John
5:2829; Matthew 25:31-34).

(You will find more about this in Section 12)
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4.1 What is Hell?

In most of the passages where the word occurs, hell
is just another name for the grave. When Jesus was
buried he was laid in 'hell' or in the grave and when
he was raised from the dead he came out of 'hell' or
the grave (Ezekiel 32:27-29; Acts 2:25-31).
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4.2 Why did Jesus speak of hell
as a place of fire and
punishment?

The New Testament was first written in Greek, and
the Greek word that the Lord Jesus really used
when he spoke of hell fire is Gehenna. This is the
word that has been translated 'hell' in passages such
as Mark 9:43-48 and Matthew 10:28 and is actually
name of a place on earth. Gehenna was a valley just
outside Jerusalem, where fires that never went out
destroyed Jerusalem's rubbish (it is sometimes
called the valley of the son of Hinnom — Joshua
15:8). What Jesus meant was that God would
destroy the wicked as completely and as surely as
the fires of Gehenna destroyed the rubbish of
Jerusalem. He was using the word 'Gehenna' as a
parable, as he often did.
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5 - Jesus Christ - the Saviour
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5.1 Who is Jesus Christ?

a)

b)

Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of
God. He had no human father, but was
conceived when the power of God, called
the Holy Spirit, worked a miracle on his
mother Mary, who was a virgin (Luke
1:32,35; Matthew 1:20-25; 3:17; John
1:49; 10:36).

He was, nevertheless, a human being, the
son of Mary, descended from Adam. He
grew up, hungered, thirsted, wept, was
tempted, suffered and died like any other
human being (Hebrews 2:17; Isaiah 53:3;
John 11:35; 19:33).
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5.2 What was the purpose of
Jesus, the Son of God?

b)

<)

d)

To die for us (John 10:11,15; Acts 2:23).

To bring us back to God (Ephesians 2:16;
Romans 5:10; John 14:6).

To reveal his Father, Almighty God, to the
world in a way that men could understand
(John 1:18; 12:45; 14:9; 17:6,26).

To show the glorious qualities of his
Father — holiness, righteousness, grace,
truth and love (John 1:14-17; Romans
3:24-26).

To preach the gospel (Luke 4:18; 9:6;
20:1).

To show to men the full meaning of

Christian service and obedience (Luke
22:42; John 5:30; 8:29).
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5.3 How can the Lord Jesus
bring us back to God?

We are like children who have run away from their
father. We are separated from God by our sins. The
Lord Jesus is able to bring us back to God by his
perfect life and his willing death. Because he was
born of Mary, Jesus was human, but because he
was also born by the power of the Holy Spirit, he is
also the Son of God. He was, therefore, both God's
representative to us and our representative before
God. The Bible calls him the 'mediator’. This word
means one who represents God to us and us to God.
Being a man, our Lord was tempted like us; but
unlike us he always triumphed over sin. He obeyed
the will of God in everything, and especially in
enduring crucifixion and death as a sacrifice for our
sins. When we truly believe in this work of Christ
and show this by baptism (see Section 18), God
forgives us our sins and accepts us as His children
(Hebrews 2:14,1718; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews
4:15-16; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 8:2-4).
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6 - Jesus Christ - his
resurrection

6 Jesus Christ - his resurrection
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6.1 After the Lord Jesus died,
what happened to him?

He was buried in a tomb but on the third day God
raised him from the dead to live forever (Matthew
27: 57-60; 28:1-7; Romans 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:
3-4,20; Revelation 1:18).
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6.2 Why did this happen?

a) Because he was sinless and did not
deserve death — 'the wages of sin'. So God
raised him from the dead (Romans 6:23;
Acts 2:24; Philippians 2:8-11).

By raising the Lord Jesus from the dead,
God showed also how He will reward all
those who truly follow Jesus. If we put our
faith in Christ, obey his commandments
and depend wupon God's grace for
salvation, we, we too will be raised from
the dead at the last day see Section 12 (1
Corinthians 15:21-23; 2 Corinthians 4:13-
18).

b)
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7 - Jesus Christ - his
ascension
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7.1 Why did the Lord Jesus go
to heaven?

a) Forty days after his resurrection from the
dead, the Lord Jesus entered into the
presence of God, in heaven. God exalted
him above the glory of the angels to share
the very fullness of his Father (Hebrews
1:3-4; Philippians 2:9-10; Revelation 5:12-
13).

Jesus Christ is now our High Priest in
heaven. He presents our prayers to the
Lord God and intercedes on our behalf
(Romans 8:34; Hebrews 4:14-15; 7:24-27).

b)
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8.1 How do we know that Jesus
Christ will come back to the
earth?

a) Because God promised it in the Old
Testament (Psalm 110:1-2; Daniel 7:13-
14).

b) Because the Lord Jesus promised his
disciples that he would return (Matthew
16:27; Revelation 22:12)

c) Because the angels of God said so (Acts
1:11).

d) Because the Apostles taught it (Acts 3:20-
21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16).
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8.2 When will he come?

At God's appointed time in the near future. No man
knows the day nor the hour, although Jesus gave us
signs for which to watch and expect his return.
(Matthew 24:42-44; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:6,16).
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8.3 How do we know this?

Read Luke 21:24-27 and see how the signs of the
return of Jesus are being fulfilled today. The Jews
have returned to the land of Israel, and Jerusalem is
no longer under the rule of Gentiles (verse 24).
There is trouble, fear and wickedness in the world
on a massive scale (verses 25-26). Unless Jesus
comes soon, men will completely destroy
themselves (see also Matthew 24:36-41; 2 Timothy
3:1-5; Ezekiel 37:21-28).

Note: Between AD70 and 1948 there was no nation
of Israel. In 1917 the land changed from Turkish
rule to British rule. Many Arabs lived there, but
only a few thousand Jews. Today, Israel is a strong
nation, with nearly six million Jewish inhabitants.
This is a very clear sign that the kingdom of God is
near (Jeremiah 30:3,21-22,24; Ezekiel 36:24-28;
37:21-28).
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9 - Jesus Christ - the
future King

9 Jesus Christ the Future King
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9.1 Was Jesus Christ born to be
a King?

Yes. Jesus was born 'King of the Jews'. On trial
before Pilate, he claimed that he was a king, and
when he died, the title over his head said 'Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews'. He will be the
King of kings (Matthew 2:2; John 18:37; 19:19;
Psalm 72:11; Revelation 19:16).
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9.2 When will Jesus Christ
begin his reign over Israel and
the world?

When he returns to the earth (Matthew 19:28; Luke
19:11-12,15; Daniel 2:42-44; Zechariah 14:9).
Israel will be the first nation that Jesus rules over,
but eventually he will rule over every nation in the
world (Jeremiah 23:5,6; Psalm 72:8; Isaiah 2:3-4;
Zechariah 14:9)
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9.3 Where will Jesus Christ
reign?

He will sit on David's throne in Jerusalem (Luke
1:32; Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 5:5; Zechariah 6:12-
13).
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9.4 When do we accept Jesus as
our King?

When we are baptised, we stop belonging to the
world. We accept citizenship under Jesus Christ
and wait for his return (Ephesians 2:19-22).
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10 - The kingdom of
God

10 The Kingdom of God
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10.1 Has God ever had a
kingdom on earth before?

Yes. The kingdom of Israel was called the kingdom
of the Lord (1 Chronicles 28:5; 29:23). When the
Lord Jesus comes back he will set up the kingdom
of Israel again, but the coming kingdom of God
will be a far, far better kingdom than the ancient
kingdom of Israel (Ezekiel 21:25-27; Luke 1:32-
33).
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10.2 Who will live in God's
kingdom?

If we believe God's promises and obey Him, the
Lord Jesus will make us immortal when he comes
again. Then we shall help Jesus to rule his
kingdom. Many ordinary mortal human beings will
survive the troubles on earth in the last days, and
they will also live in God's kingdom. The immortal
rulers will teach them God's ways (Matthew 19:27-
29; Luke 19:15-19; Revelation 5:10; 20:6; Isaiah
65:20-22).
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10.3 What will life be like in the
kingdom of God?

The mortal people on the earth will cultivate the
land and their work will be enjoyable and
prosperous. They will worship the true God and
keep His commandments. God will give them
happiness and heal their illnesses. War and hatred
will be forbidden. After a long time, there will be a
final resurrection and judgement. The faithful will
be made immortal (Isaiah 2:3-4; 11:1-9; Isaiah 35;
Psalm 72;1 Corinthians 15:24,28; Revelation
20:3,1215; 21:4).
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10.4 Is God's kingdom being
formed now?

The kingdoms of this world will not become the
kingdom of God until Jesus returns to earth (Daniel
2:44; 7:27; Revelation 11:15-18). But God still
rules now over His creation and the affairs of the
nations (Psalm 104; Daniel 4:17). Throughout the
ages He has been calling men and women to a
knowledge of His Truth and of the certainty of His
coming kingdom (Acts 15:14; 1 Peter 2:9;
Revelation 1:6). Such people must accept, believe
and obey the Gospel of the kingdom of God.
Obedience includes being baptised (Mark 16:16).
They then submit to God and to Christ Jesus as
Lord. They must also sanctify Christ as Lord in
their hearts (1 Peter 3:15, RV). In this way the
family of God's children is being formed in
readiness for the day when Jesus comes again and
establishes God's kingdom worldwide (Ephesians
3:14-19; Revelation 5:9-10).
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10.5 What will the kingdom of
God be like after the second
resurrection and judgement?

God will be all in all (1 Corinthians 15:28). The
dwelling of God will be with men. There will be no
need for a temple; there will be no night and day;
God will be the light of all who dwell there, and
they shall reign for ever and ever (Revelation 21:3;
22:5).
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11- The Gospel
11.1 What is the Gospel?

The word 'Gospel' is an old English word meaning
'glad tidings' or 'good news'. It refers to the good
news about the kingdom of God, and how we can
find salvation in that kingdom through faith in
Jesus Christ (Luke 8:1; Mark 1:14; Matthew
4:17,23; Romans 1:16).

11 Gospel
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11.2 Was Jesus Christ the first
person to preach the Gospel?

No. The Gospel was preached to Abraham, who
lived about 2,000 years before Jesus Christ
(Galatians 3:8). From that time many men and
women of faith looked forward to being part of
God's kingdom on earth (Hebrews 11:13-16,39-40).
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11.3 What promise did God
make in Eden?

When God told Adam and Eve that they would die
because of sin, He also promised a way of
reconciliation. In figurative words He said to the
serpent (Genesis 3:15) that the serpent would
bruise the seed of the woman in his heel (a mere
flesh wound), and the seed of the woman would
bruise him in the head (a fatal blow). In symbol this
speaks of the victory of Jesus Christ (the seed of
the woman), over sin (the serpent).
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11.4 What did God promise
Noah?

After the flood God promised Noah that he would
not destroy the earth again by a flood. He provided
the rainbow as a sign that he would not do so.
Every time we see a rainbow we are being
reminded of God's promise to Noah (Genesis 9:9-
17).
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11.5 What did God promise
Abraham?

a) He gave him the good news of the Gospel
(Galatians 3:8).

He said that Abraham would be father of a
great nation, of many peoples and of
kings, and would be a source of great
blessing (Genesis 12:2; 13:16; 17:4,6).

He promised that all nations would be
blessed in Abraham and his seed (Genesis
12:3; 22:17-18).

He made a covenant with Abraham
whereby he will inherit the land of Canaan
for ever. This would be by resurrection
from the dead (Genesis 13:14-17; 15:7;
17:8; 22:15-18; Acts 7:5; Mark 12:2627;
Hebrews 11:8-9,39-40).

He promised that Abraham's seed (Christ)
would inherit the land of Canaan and be
king over all his enemies (Genesis 12:7;
22:17; Galatians 3:8,16,29).

b)

d)
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11.6 Was Abraham the only one
to receive such promises?

No, God extended the promises to Isaac and Jacob,
whose name He changed to Israel, from whom the
twelve tribes were descended (Genesis 26:2-4;
28:3-4,13-15; 32:27-29).
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11.7 What did God promise
King David?

a) He promised that he would have a special
descendant whose Father would be God (1
Chronicles 17:11-12).

He also promised that God's covenant with
David would be established in this special
descendant, Jesus Christ (Acts 2:29-30).
He would rule on David's throne for ever (2
Samuel 7:12-17, Psalms 89:28,34-36;
132:11).

David's house would be made up of the
faithful in Israel (Isaiah 66:1-2) and from
all nations. This was made possible in
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:4-10).

David's last words confirm his faith in
God's promises to him (2 Samuel 23:3-5).

b)

d)
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12 -  Resurrection,

judgement and eternal
life

12 Resurrection, judgement and eternal life
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12.1 What does the Bible mean
by resurrection?

It is when dead people are raised to life again, as
the Lord Jesus did when he rose from the dead
(Acts 2:29-32; 26:23; 1 Corinthians 15:12-22).
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12.2 When will the resurrection
take place?

When the Lord Jesus comes back to the earth (1
Thessalonians 4:16; John 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians
15:21-23).
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12.3 Will those who rise from
the dead come out of their
graves immortal?

No. First they must appear bodily before Christ, the
great Judge of all. He will decide who is worthy of
everlasting life and who is unworthy (Romans
14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Daniel 12:2; Revelation
20:11-15).
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12.4 Will everyone who has ever
lived be raised from the dead
and judged by Christ?

No: only those who have learned the truth of the
Gospel and know that they should obey Christ
(Daniel 12:2; Romans 2:12).
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12.5 What will happen to those
who are not raised from the
dead?

They will never rise from their graves, but will
remain dead for ever (Psalm 49:20; Proverbs 21:16;
Isaiah 26:14; 43:17).
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12.6 What will happen to those
who are alive at the Coming of
the Lord?

Those who have to face judgement will be gathered
by the angels to meet Christ, like those who have
just been raised from the dead. Then the judgement
will take place (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Matthew
25:31-32).
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12.7 What will happen to those
whom the Lord accepts at the
judgement?

They will be given everlasting life, which they will
spend upon the earth, in Christ's kingdom (Daniel
12:2-3; Matthew 25:21,34; Daniel 7:27; Revelation
5:10; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54).
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12.8 Does the Bible promise that
faithful Christians will go to
heaven?

No. As we have just seen, the Bible promises that
faithful followers of Jesus will live for ever on
earth. The Bible also says that nobody has gone to
heaven, except Jesus (Psalm 115:16; Acts 2:34;
John 3:13).

Note: A few Bible passages are sometimes thought
by some Christians to teach that everlasting life is
enjoyed by the faithful in heaven. This is not so.
Correctly understood, these passages are in
harmony with the rest of the Bible. For example,
'my Father's house' (John 14:2) is not in heaven but
is God's house on earth. The believers are living
stones in that great house which is still being built
(1 Peter 2:5). God's house is on earth, so the Lord
Jesus says 'l will come again and receive you unto
myself' (John 14:3).
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12.9 What will be the fate of
those whom the Lord rejects?

They will hear Christ condemning them, and will
see the righteous going into Christ's kingdom,
while they themselves are shut out. They will
receive everlasting death (Luke 13:28; Matthew
22:13; 25:46; Psalm 145:20, Daniel 12:2).
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12.10 Why do some passages say
that those who are rejected by
Christ will be cast into a lake of
fire?

Revelation 20:14 tells us that the lake of fire is the
same as the second death. Men use fire to destroy
rubbish. In the Bible, God speaks of fire in as a
kind of parable, to show that those whom He finds
worthless will be completely destroyed (Psalm
37:20; 68:2; Matthew 3:11-12; 2 Thessalonians
1:7-9).

dquLuJS.\.i._l_ggu.oLhdlA?ﬂwb&.gl)?_h-\Y
wo dislul gl a2b)d S a4 Xl 0l ) e buwgi
§ Mgl

4 aud Gl azb)d & g8 wo b 4 VY Y dadls
o odlaiwl ol 1 by 885 Sl paye g Cuwl pgd Syo
9 1S ww oslaiwl Jlo glgic @ il 5l wiglas wiis
3l dgd v gl o S WS S 1y e Gl
Y-V Y e Y FA Y VY elie ) aub didlgs
(VD) 09 lSwig]lug

12.11 What does the second
death refer to?

After Christ's return the mortal population will
continue to live and then die naturally. They will be
raised to judgement. Those who learnt of Jesus and
followed him will be blessed with immortality and
a place in God's kingdom. Those who did not
believe will be punished with death — the 'second
death' (Revelation 2:11; 20:14).
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13 - The Holy Spirit

13 Holy Spirit
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13.1 What is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit (in the AV wrongly translated 'the
Holy Ghost') or simply 'the Spirit of God' is a way
of describing God's power. By His Spirit God made
the world. By His Spirit God caused Jesus to be
born. By His Spirit God caused the prophets and
apostles to write the scriptures. By His Spirit God
is everywhere present, and knows all that we do,
think and say. By His Spirit God is present with
those who believe and trust in Him. By His Spirit
God will raise the dead to life again when the Lord
Jesus comes. This Spirit-power of God is called
'Holy' when it has to do with special works of God
for the salvation of men and women (Luke 1:35;
24:49; Acts 1:8; Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Psalm
104:30; Jeremiah 32:17; 2 Peter 1:21; Psalm 139:1-
14; Romans 5:5; 8:11; Revelation 3:20).
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13.2 What are the gifts of the
Spirit?

The gifts of the Spirit are special powers that God
gave some of His people during the days of the
apostles. By means of these powers, selected men
and women were able to speak or to write the
words of God, or to perform other miracles. The
gifts of the Spirit included apostleship, prophecy,
healing and 'speaking in tongues' (They were able
to speak other languages without having to learn
them). These gifts helped the church in its
establishment and early growth. In two ways the
gifts made it possible for the Gospel to be widely
preached. Firstly, the early Christian preachers
were able to proclaim the Gospel boldly and
powerfully in many different languages. Secondly,
they were able to confirm their message with great
miracles. The gifts also enabled the New Testament
to be written. Without this, later generations would
not have been able to confirm the teaching of Jesus
and his Apostles. In Old Testament times Moses,
Elijah, Elisha and others possessed similar powers.
Paul taught that the time would come when these
gifts of the Holy Spirit would be taken away. This
happened when the Christian church was
established, and the New Testament fully written.
That is why nobody possesses these gifts today.
When the Lord Jesus returns to the earth God's
servants will once more be given the gifts of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-17; Joel 2:28-29; 1
Corinthians 12:7-11; Romans 15:18-19; Psalm
105:26-27; 2 Kings 2:9-10; 1 Corinthians 13:8-11;
Hebrews 6:4-5).
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13.3 How should we regard
people who claim to work
miracles and to speak 'in
tongues' today?

They are false teachers who do not work by the
power of God. Sometimes they are deliberate
deceivers, though more often they are themselves
deceived. They are like the false prophets and
magicians who claimed to be able to work miracles
in the days of Moses, the Lord Jesus and the
apostles (Exodus 7:11-12,22; Luke 11:19; Acts 8:9-
11; Matthew 24:24).

The Apostle John requires that we "test the spirits
to see whether they are of God". There are many
false prophets (1 John 4:1).
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13.4 Is God's Holy Spirit active
today?

God's Spirit, or power, is always active for the
salvation of men and women. It is powerfully
active through His word, the Bible, which is spirit
and life (John 6:63). When God's word is implanted
in the heart of the believer, it becomes the
incorruptible seed which springs up into eternal life
(John 3:5-8; 4:13-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25; 2:1-3). By
this means we enter into the life of the Spirit and
we have access to God by prayer through Jesus
Christ. We find strength for daily living and
obedience to the commands of God (compare
Hebrews 2:18 and Hebrews 4:15-16 with Romans
8:26-28). God has promised that He will never
leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5-6).
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14 Angels

14 Angels
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14.1 Who are the Angels?

Angels are God's immortal messengers who
perform His commands. Angels protected
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Angels warned Lot of
God's judgements on Sodom. An Angel gave God's
Law to Moses. Angels announced the birth of the
Lord Jesus to the shepherds. Unseen angels look
after God's servants today. Angels will help the
Lord Jesus when he comes to judge (Hebrews 1:14;
Psalm 103:20; Acts 7:38; Genesis 19:1; Luke 2:9;
Psalm 34:7; Matthew 18:10; Luke 22:43; Matthew
24:31; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10).
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15 - Sin, evil, Satan and
the Devil

15 Sin, Satan and the devil
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15.1 What is sin?
Sin is disobeying God's law (1 John 3:4).
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15.2 When did sin and evil enter
the world? Will it ever be
removed?

Evil entered the world when our first parents
disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. The serpent
was subtler than any other wild creature that God
had made. He placed the temptation to sin to Eve
with the lie, "You will not die. For God knows that
when you eat of it (the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil) your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil."

Eve and then Adam ate of the forbidden fruit. The
evil suggestion of the serpent, once acted upon,
became an inherent part of our human nature from
that time. The power of evil is termed 'Satan'
(adversary) in the Old Testament and often the
Devil' (False Accuser) in the New Testament.
Hence the serpent is described as "that ancient
serpent, who is the devil and satan", which is the
evil power at work in the human race. It will only
be finally removed when "the devil who had
deceived them (the human race) is thrown into the
lake of fire and sulphur" at the time of the second
death (Genesis 3:1-7; Job 1:6; Romans 5:12-14;
John 8:44; Revelation 20:2,10). This lake is not a
real lake but a parable of destruction, just as Satan
and Devil are a parable of human nature (see point
15.6).
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15.3 Why do we sin?

Temptation to sin comes out of our own minds and
bodies; we are tempted by our own 'human nature'.
The Apostle Paul called this the 'law of sin in his
body. Sometimes other human beings persuade us
to give in to the sinful desires of our own nature
(James 1:14-15; Mark 7:21-23; Jeremiah 17:9;
Romans 7:18-25; 5:12; Proverbs 1:10).
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15.4 What happens if we give in
to the wicked desires of our
human nature, and so live sinful
lives?

We shall die. That is why the Bible says that the
devil (human nature) has 'the power of death'
(Hebrews 2:14).
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15.5 What did the Lord Jesus
do to the devil?

The Bible says that the Lord Jesus destroyed the
devil. This proves that the devil cannot be a great
evil monster, who is alive today. Our Lord had a
human nature just like us, and he was tempted to
sin just as we are. This means that the Lord Jesus
had to struggle against 'the devil' (his own natural
desires) just as we do. If the devil were a powerful
angel, Jesus would have needed to come in the
nature of angels to defeat him. Hebrews 2:16
explains that he did not do this. He shared our
nature (verse 14). But, unlike us, the Lord won
every struggle; never once did he give in to
temptation, and so 'the devil' was defeated.

Since Jesus Christ rose from the dead, he has had
an immortal body and no longer faces temptation.
For him, human nature (‘'the devil') has been
destroyed and is conquered (Hebrews 2:14-16;
4:15; Romans 6:6-10; 1 John 3:8).
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15.6 What do 'Satan' and the
'Devil' mean?

Satan is a Hebrew word meaning 'adversary' (the
Old Testament was written in Hebrew). Sometimes
it is translated 'enemy' or 'opponent', or 'adversary’,
and sometimes it is used as a name. Peter opposed
the Lord Jesus, so Jesus said to him: 'Be gone,
Satan!'. Human nature is God's greatest enemy (and
ours too!), so the New Testament calls it 'Satan' in
many places. Wicked men are also referred to as
'Satan', in some verses (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Thessalonians
2:18; Matthew 16:23; 1 Timothy 1:20).

The Devil, as used in the New Testament, written
in Greek, is a kind of parable of the wickedness of
human nature. Human nature is displeasing to God.
This is shown by God calling it 'the devil'. Wicked
men are also sometimes called "the devil" as if it
were a powerful person. We should never
underestimate the power of evil (Romans 7:13-25).
We need the whole armour of God to resist 'the
devil' (Ephesians 6:11). The Greek word 'diabolos'
is translated as 'a devil', and 'the devil' but also as
'false accuser' and 'slanderer' which shows the
proper translation of this word (John 6:70; 8:44; 1
John 3:8; Revelation 2:10; 1 Timothy 3:11; Titus
2:3).

Note: There are a few Bible passages that are
commonly interpreted as teaching a supernatural
devil, but in every case this is due to ignoring the
context. For example, 'Lucifer' of Isaiah 14:12
(AV) is not a wicked angel. Better translations give
the true meaning 'Day Star' instead of Lucifer. It
refers to the king of Babylon, a very wicked man
who worshipped the Day Star as a god. Read the
whole passage, starting from verse 4. Likewise, the
‘anointed cherub' of Ezekiel 28:14 is not a wicked
angel. It is the king of Tyre — verse 12 says so.
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16 - Devils and unclean
spirits

16 Demons and unclean spirits
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16.1 What are
unclean spirits?

devils and

In the Bible, illnesses — especially mental illnesses
— are called 'devils', 'demons', 'evil spirits', or
'unclean spirits'. When the people were healed from
the illness — an 'unclean spirit' — was said to be
'cast out' of them. Sometimes an 'unclean spirit'
means 'wickedness' (1 Samuel 16:14; Matthew
8:16-17; 12:22).

'Devils' in the AV are better translated 'Demons' —
see below.
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16.2 Pagans believe that 'evil
spirits' are invisible living
beings. Should a Christian
believe this?

The Bible says that God is the Master of His own
universe. There are no living spirit beings except
God, the Lord Jesus, and God's angels. The angels
do God's will, so they can neither sin nor die. As
we have already seen, the devil, Satan, and evil
spirits are used in the Bible as a kind of parable.
They represent sinful human nature, and illness,
which is a consequence of our sinful state (Isaiah
45:5-7; Amos 3:6).
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16.3 What are demons? Are
they powerful?

Demons are idols or false gods worshipped by
some people. They believe these demons have
powers. We should have nothing to do with them.
There is only one God whom we worship. If we
believe in demons we do not believe in God
because we blaspheme against the Holy Spirit (1
Corinthians 10:19-22; 8:1-6; Psalm 106:34-39; 2
Kings 1:1-2; Mark 3:22-30).
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17 - The way to eternal
life

17 The Way to Eternal Life

sul oSa5j oly -17




17.1 I want to live for ever in
Christ's kingdom. What must 1
do?

a)

b)

You must believe with all your heart in the
teaching of the Bible and accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as the one through whom
you can be saved. This requires regular,
prayerful reading of the Bible so that you
can find and apply the wisdom which
comes from God. Read it every day (2
Timothy 3:14-17; Acts 4:12; James 3:13-
18).

You must 'repent'. This means that you
must be truly sorry that you are a sinner;
you must want God, through Jesus
Christ, to forgive your sins; and you must
promise God that you will try to live by His
commandments (Acts 3:19; 1 John 3:6).

You must be baptised (Acts 2:38-42).

You must continue in the life of the spirit,
following the example of the Lord Jesus
Christ (Romans 2:7; 6:1-4; 8:1-4).

You must remember the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus in the
regular partaking of the emblems of bread
and wine in fellowship with God, His Son
and your brothers and sisters (1
Corinthians 10:16-17; Hebrews 10:25; 1
John 1:3-4).
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18 - Baptism

18 Baptism
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18.1 What is baptism?

Baptism, as instructed in the New Testament,

requires the person to be fully submersed in water
and then to be lifted out again, rising to a new life
in Christ Jesus our Lord (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark
1:9-10; John 3:23; Acts 8:36-39).
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18.2 What does baptism mean?

a) It reminds us that Jesus was buried and
rose again. In symbol we die with him to
put away our sin and to rise again to a
new life in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3-4).
We are united in Christ's death so that we
can also be united in resurrection when he
comes again (Romans 6:5).

Our old self dies when we are in the water
and we emerge set free from sin. This
means that God forgives all the sins we
have ever committed. We make a fresh
start as disciples of Jesus Christ (Romans
6:6-7).

When we come out of the water we present
ourselves to God as people brought from
death to life. This does not mean that we
cannot die, but refers to our new
commitment to righteous living (Romans
6:11-13).

It is the token by which we become
children of God and members of the seed
of Abraham in Christ Jesus through the
everlasting covenant (Galatians 3:26-29).

b)

d)

Our new life and commitment places us in
the grace of God (Romans 6:14). See 20.1,
d).
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18.3 MUST we be baptised?

Yes. The Lord Jesus was baptised, Paul was
baptised and converts in the early church were
baptised, as commanded by the Lord Jesus.
Baptism is an act of obedience. We must be
baptised because God commands us to be baptised
(Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 2:37-41; 22:13-16;
Galatians 3:27-29; 1 Peter 3:21).
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18.4 Can we be baptised before
we have understood the Gospel?

No. We must first understand the Gospel; then
believe it; then, as soon as possible, be baptised
(Mark 16:16; Acts 8:12).
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18.5 Does the Bible speak of
babies being baptised?

No, never. Babies are not able to believe; therefore,
they cannot properly be baptised (Acts 8:12, and
note the words, 'when they believed', and 'both men
and women'").
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18.6 Is it right to baptise by
sprinkling or pouring water on
a person?

No. The Lord Jesus and his disciples were dipped
right under the water, and so should we be
(Matthew 3:16, Acts 8:38-39).

Ois) b gawil b dges oS Cuwl Cuwyd gl LT 7- VA
3948 o pll yosd Sy Sy 1 Wl
Sl bl g 2iid) gy8 Wl yuj b SLL g Guue

YA A Ngwy Jlecl ¥ D7 (Wio ) aubl syl b i b
(T4

19 - The Christian life

19 The Christian Life
oo Sj- 14




19.1 Do Christadelphians keep
Communion?

Yes. They usually call it the breaking of bread
(Acts 2:42). The Lord Jesus has commanded us to
meet together regularly to break bread and drink
wine, in memory of his sacrifice until he comes
back. The bread represents his body, and the wine
represents his blood (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John
6:53-56).
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19.2 Why is it necessary for us
to break bread and drink wine?

a) Baptism is described as a new birth. A
growing child needs food at regular
intervals. The breaking of bread is a
symbolic meal, which provides us with
spiritual food.

b) In baptism our past sins are forgiven, but
our weak human nature cannot stop
sinning. The breaking of bread service
reminds us of the sacrifice of Christ and
gives us opportunity to ask for the
forgiveness of our sins again.

By the breaking of bread we are reminded
of the vows we made at our baptism. It is a
time for rededication. It reminds us that
Jesus, though now in heaven, will come
back to the earth.

The breaking of bread also strengthens
our fellowship with our fellow believers.
We are told not to stay away from the
assembly of believers, but to be present as
an encouragement to those who share our
beliefs. To stay away from the believers'
assembly is to wilfully sin (1 Corinthians
11:23-29; Matthew 26:26-28; 1
Corinthians 10:1617; Acts 2:42,46,
Hebrews 10:24-25).
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19.3 Must we break bread and
drink wine on any special day?

No. The breaking of bread was instituted on a
weekday evening. Jesus said we should keep it
'often’, but he did not say how often, or on which
day. The early disciples usually kept this ceremony
on 'the first day of the week' — Sunday. For most
people nowadays, Sunday still seems to be the most
convenient day (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:25-
26).
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19.4 What other services do
Christadelphians hold?

They hold meetings for preaching the true Gospel
and for studying the Bible. Christadelphian
meetings usually include hymns, prayers, and Bible
readings. These should be supported as much as
possible (Hebrews 10:24-25).
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19.5 Must we keep the Sabbath
Day?

No. Jesus fulfilled the law of the Sabbath (Matthew
5:17). When God gave the fourth commandment,
"Remember the Sabbath day ..." (Exodus 20:8) He
was providing one day a week rest from the curse
placed on Adam to work "all the days of your life"
(Genesis 3:17). For those who trusted God and kept
the Sabbath, He made a special provision to sustain
them (Exodus 16:22-24). To reject God's Sabbath,
therefore, was to refuse God's gift of grace. But
Jesus came as God's gift of grace to all who believe
in him. He performed God's work on the Sabbath
and declared himself 'Lord of the Sabbath'
(Matthew 12:5-8; John 5:17-18). Jesus removed the
burden of the curse of Adam (Matthew 11:28-30;
6:31-33). Now all days become a sabbath to the
true Christian for whom God has prepared an
eternal Sabbath of rest (Hebrews 4:8-10).

Some like to set aside a special day or special
moments for dedication to God. This is good, and
the principles for doing this are explained in
Romans 14:5-9.
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19.6 How often should
Christian read the Bible?

Every day, if possible. Those who are unable to
read should try to go to the house of one who can
read, so that they can listen to the Bible being read
(Acts 17:11).
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19.7 What sort of life should a
Christian live?

A Christian should be truthful, honest, sober,
peaceful, kind, generous, reliable and hard
working. His life should be clean and holy.
Husbands and wives should be kind and true to
each other, just as Jesus Christ is kind and true to
his church. Children should be brought up in a
happy home by loving parents, who will teach them
to obey God (Romans 12:9-21; Galatians 5:22-23;
Ephesians 4:20-32; 5:1-5,22-23; 6:1-9; Colossians
3:1225).
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19.8 What attitude should a
Christian show to other people?

A Christian should live a life of service to God and
Jesus. We serve God by serving each other. This
means we put the needs of others before our needs.
We show love as Jesus loves us. If we cannot love
each other, we cannot love God. If we cannot serve
others, we cannot serve God (Luke 10:25-37; 1
John 3:16-23; 4:20-21; John 13:12-17).
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19.9 How devoted should a

Christian be to God?

God has given His Son for us. We should give
ourselves wholly to God. Following Jesus should
be the most important thing in our lives (Mark
10:17-22; 12:41-44; Romans 12:1-2).
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19.10 Should a Christian expect
to make money from preaching
the Gospel?

No. Jesus said, "You received without paying, give
without pay." (Matthew 10:8). Also, we are told
that it is "more blessed to give than to receive"
(Acts 20:35).
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19.11 What does the Bible mean
by faith?

Faith means belief in the promises of God. For
example, Noah believed that God would destroy
the world with a flood and he showed his belief
(faith) by building the ark. A faithless man is a man
who has no confidence in God; he does not believe
that God will keep His promises. In his heart, such
a man is calling God a liar — one who makes
promises and does not keep them. Faith is an
essential part of the Christian life. If we believe that
our sins can be washed away through Christ, then
we shall show our faith by being baptised. If we
believe that God will send the Lord Jesus to cleanse
the world and fill it with holiness, then we will
show our faith by preparing our hearts for his
second coming and praying daily for it. It is
impossible to be a Christian without showing faith
(Hebrews 11:6-7; James 2:21-26; Galatians 3:6-9; 1
John 5:10; Ephesians 2:8).
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19.12 Should a Christian pray
every day?

Yes. God wants us to pray to Him regularly. Jesus
gave a parable to teach that men 'ought always to
pray and not to lose heart'. Christians who do not
pray soon lose contact with God. The Lord Jesus
sometimes spent whole nights in prayer. Prayer
should be a very important part of our lives too.
Jesus Christ is our High Priest in the presence of
God, and we pray to God through Christ (Luke
18:1; Matthew 6:5-13; Luke 6:12; James 5:16-18;
Romans 12:12; Acts 2:42; Revelation 5:8).
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19.13 Should a Christian fight
against evil men?

No, never. The Lord Jesus was surrounded by evil
men, who in the end murdered him, but he did not
harm any of them. We likewise must never harm
anybody not even in self-defence. This means that
a follower of the Lord Jesus cannot join, or be a
member of, the armed forces or the police force
(Luke 9:54-56; Matthew 26:51-52; 10:16; 5:38-48;
Romans 12:18-21; 2 Timothy 2:24).
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19.14 What should be a
Christian's attitude towards the
laws of the country in which he
lives?

So long as they do not go against the Law of God, a
Christian should always obey and respect national
laws. A Christian should be a good, law-abiding
citizen. Nevertheless, if a government ever passes a
law that goes against God's laws (for example, if
we are ordered to worship idols or to join the army)
then we must 'obey God rather than men' (Acts
5:29; Titus 3: 1; Romans 13:1-7; Luke 20:25).
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19.15 Should a Christian take
an active part in politics in
order to help improve his
country?

No. The Lord Jesus made no attempt to help rule
his country. He resisted attempts to make him a
ruler, and refused any position of power over
others. The Lord knew that his kingdom was 'not of
this world', and that his first duty was to preach the
Gospel. A Christian should carefully avoid
becoming mixed up with the affairs of the world.
Sometimes governments may do things that
Christians cannot support — for example, going to
war or promoting gambling. As far as possible, a
Christian should keep himself out of public affairs,
and devote his energy to preaching the Gospel and
doing good to those in need; this was the example
given by the Lord Jesus (John 6:15; Luke 12:14;
John 18:36; 2 Timothy 2:4).
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19.16 Should a Christian help
other to gain political positions
by voting in elections?

No. Voting shows an interest in politics, and a
Christian should not take a part in politics. A
Christian should accept whatever rulers God allows
to be appointed, and pray that God will help them
rule wisely (Daniel 4:25; 1 Timothy 2:1-2).
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19.17 Are there any forms of
employment that a Christian
should avoid?

Yes. A Christian should avoid any employment
where he may have to use force against another
man (such as the army or the police). He should
avoid any position in which he has to swear an oath
of obedience: no Christian should swear loyalty to
any other man, since his loyalty is to Christ. The
Christian should also avoid unchristian situations,
for example working in a gambling establishment,
or in an arms factory, or in a place where strong
drink is sold or in a shop that sells books which
encourage sinful behaviour (1 Timothy 5:22; 1
Thessalonians 5:22).
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19.18 Is a Christian free to
marry anyone they wish?

No. Marriage is a solemn, life-long commitment.
The ideal of marriage is used in the Bible as a type
or pattern of the relationship which exists between
the Lord Jesus Christ and his followers. The
woman was made to be a helping companion for
man. It is clearly vital that they both share the same
beliefs and values, especially about the Bible and
Christian faith, or they cannot help each other
(Genesis 2:21-25, Ephesians 5:22-31, 2 Corinthians
6:14-15).
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19.19 Can Christians divorce

their husband or wife?

No. Ideally, marriage
commitment or until the coming of the Lord Jesus.
The Bible is quite specific that divorce breaks the
ideal set by God for a believer in the Lord Jesus
(Malachi 2:14-16, Matthew 19:6).

should be a lifelong
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19.20 What about sex before
marriage?

The Bible calls this immorality, and warns the
disciples of the Lord Jesus that they are not to
practise immorality. This rules out both sex before
marriage or having sex with someone other than
our husband or wife (1 Corinthians 6:9-10,18;
Galatians 5:16-19).
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19.21 Should a man marry more
than one wife?

No. The Old Testament practice of polygamy was
disallowed by Jesus Christ in his teaching. He
taught that from the beginning God intended one
man to marry one wife who together become one
flesh (Matthew 19:1-9).
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19.22 What should a man do if
he already has more than one
wife when he is baptised?

He should remain as he is. He should not put away
any wife nor seek to marry another. He must treat
his wives and family with fairness, without
favouritism, and provide as well as he is able for all
his family (1 Corinthians 7:11,17; 1 Timothy 5:7-
8).
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19.23 Should Christian parents
require a dowry before giving
their daughter in marriage?

No. Dowries were not considered a part of
marriage arrangements in the church in the days of
the Apostles. Rather, the parents were required to
make provision for their children (2 Corinthians
12:14).

The requirement of Christian marriage is for the
man to leave his father and mother, and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh
(Matthew 19:5).
Christians  should be
providing their children
with benefits which will lead to eternal life rather
than making gain for the present life. This comes
from covetousness and greed.

more concerned with
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19.24 Should a Christian take
part in rites of circumcision?

No. These traditional rites are of Pagan origin and
have no basis in the teaching of scripture (The Old
Testament taught Israel to circumcise their male
children, but not with any special rituals). Christ
has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
(Colossians 1:13). However, in the sight of God it
does not matter whether a male child is circumcised
or not. If you wish your male child to be
circumcised, a medical specialist should carry this
out, if possible in a hospital.
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19.25 Should Christian parents
allow their daughter's to be
circumcised?

No. This is a very evil practice of pagan origin and
has no basis in the teaching of scripture. This
practice may endanger the health of the young
woman and it denies her the God-given pleasure
permissible in a healthy marriage (1 Corinthians
7:3).

olinhisy aS 2dd ww 3jlol e uallg LI YO -14
FAigd diis>

9 Sl lwyy Sy it &S Sl s Hluw Jee oyl .4
wo Gyl Gl Wl puade S )i ) Guliee zud
oS il jlly gl g 3l s 4 1) glez o Caeluw ilgs
(VoY Jol oliiys ) 30S pgyze «uwl 8313 gl 4y 2iglas

20 -Fellowship

&S_,Ld‘m-"'

20.1 What do

fellowship?

you understand by

Fellowship means sharing, partaking and
having in common. Christadelphians have a
common understanding of Bible teaching and
desire to live a new life. Christadelphians try
to put faith into practice by meeting together
in congregations called ecclesias. The
breaking of bread service is at the centre of
our fellowship, but there are other important
parts of the life of an ecclesia. These include
preaching the

Gospel, meetings for Bible study and
organising Sunday schools and youth groups
to teach children about the Bible.

Christadelphians try to look after each other,
helping them to follow the Lord Jesus in their
everyday life (Acts 2:41-42, 1 John 1:3,6-7; 1
Corinthians 1:9, 10:16-17, Philippians 2:1-
3,10-11; 2 Corinthians 6:14, Hebrews 10:24-
25; 13:16, 1 Peter 5:1-4).
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21 - Understanding Christian terms

21.1 What are the meanings of the
following Christian terms?

Lord Jesus Christ

'Lord': the one appointed by God to have all
authority in heaven and on earth. He is head
over all, with special reference to the church
(Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:20-22).

'‘Jesus': the only begotten Son of God
appointed by His Father to be the Saviour of
mankind (Matthew 1:21; Acts 4:12).

'Christ': means 'anointed’, the one appointed
by God to be our High Priest for ever
(Hebrews 7:26-28) and our King (Luke 1:32-
33; Revelation 17:14).

The kingdom of heaven

The same as the kingdom of God (compare
Matthew 13:31 and Mark 4:30).

Justified by faith

We stand condemned before God because of
sin. But God counts us as righteous if we
believe in Jesus Christ and accept his saving
power (Romans 4:4-5; 5:1-2).

Saved by God's grace

We cannot earn salvation through our own
efforts. So, God has made His own provision for
our salvation as a free gift. Grace means
‘undeserved favour'. This does not mean that
we can continue to willingly sin — we have to
work out our own salvation with fear and
trembling — yet knowing that God "works in us
to will and to work for his good pleasure"
(Ephesians 2:1-10; Romans 6:1; Philippians
2:12,13).

Redeemed by the blood of Jesus

A slave had to buy his freedom before he
could become a 'free man'. We need to be
bought out of our bondage to sin. Only when
Jesus died, and his blood was spilt could our
sins be removed. So, Jesus paid the price of
our freedom to become children of God
(Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:18). Sanctified in
Christ Jesus

To be sanctified is to be set apart for the
service of God. We are in Christ Jesus by
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baptism into God's family and call upon the
name of the Lord in our dependence upon
him (1 Corinthians 1:2).

Saints in light

This does not refer to those who are
appointed 'saints' after death by any orthodox
church. Saints in light are all those who have
been enlightened by the Ilight of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. They renounce
their part in the world and dedicate their lives
to the kingdom of God (Colossians 1:9-14).

The works (desires) of the flesh

Sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of
anger, rivalries, dissentions, divisions, envy,
drunkenness, orgies and things like these.
Those who behave like this will not inherit the
kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19-21; Colossians
3:5-6).

The fruit of the spirit

Love, joy, peace, patience, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self control
(Galatians 5:22-24; Colossians 3:12-17).

Righteousness of God through faith

We have no righteousness of our own before
God (Romans 6:23). God counts us as
righteous when we stand in the salvation
provided by him through faith in Jesus Christ
(Romans 6:21-22).
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