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Appendix: “Lord — Khodavand”

Sometimes it is confusing for Farsi speakers that in the Bible the word
‘khoavand’ is used for both God and Jesus. It is believed by many Farsi
speakers that this word means God. So they are confused as to why the
Bible seems to use the word for God to describe both God and Jesus.

The answer is simple. The word ‘khodavand’ does not actually mean God.
The word ‘khoda’ means God. It is commonly used in the Persian Bible to
translate the words which mean ‘Lord’ or ‘Master’. When God or Jesus is
called a Lord in the original Greek or Hebrew languages then the word
‘khodavand’ is used.

Here is an example of old Persian literature showing that the word
‘khodavand’ is used for a Lord.

Moin Encyclopedic

Dictionary 1. Owner 2.King 3. Creator

Amid dictionary 1. God 2. Lord, Master

-One of God’s names.

- It was a title chosen by the kings of the
East to imitate the Seleucids. Mashir od-
Dowleh says: The kings of the East
followed Alexander and the Seleucids, and
some called themselves "Lord".

- It was a title used in the Nizari Ismaili
Dehkhoda State. Like: Lord Hassan, Son of great
Dictionary Omid — Lord Mohammad, son of Hassan —
Lord Jalal ad-Din, son of Mohammad

- Great, King, Master, Sir, Chief. The word
“Lord” is a title that can be used for any
king, minister, queen, gentlefolk, owners or
ruler.
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God is sometimes called a Lord — as he is our Lord. But Jesus is also our
Lord — they are both superior to us. For this reason the Bible calls them
both ‘Lord’ at different times. The Farsi Bible uses the word ‘Khodavand’
on these occasions.

So when you see the word ‘khodavand’ in the Bible — it can be talking
about God or Jesus — but it does not mean the Bible is calling Jesus God.



