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CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE
Lesson 16 - THE FATHER AND THE SON

Reading: Isaiah 45



The gift of salvation

The gift of salvation Salvation is the
gift of God. It comes only
through His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ:

“... there is no other name
under heaven given
among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts
4:12).

The Bible tells us about the special
relationship between God and
His Son. W e need to learn
about this properly in order to
appreciate Jesus’ work of
salvation.
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God is One

The Bible tells us that the God of
heaven is the only living and true God.
We read in Deuteronomy 6:4:

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our
God, the LORD is one”.

God says of Himself:

“Before me no god was formed,
nor shall there be any after me.
I, | am the LORD, and besides
me there is no saviour” (Isaiah
43:10,11)

“l am the LORD, and there is
no other, besides me there is
no God” (Isaiah 45:5).
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God is immortal and invisible Ca) 64330 g J;Luué jad

The apostle Paul says: 08 e Jsuy s
“To the King of ages, ) . . "
immortal, invisible, the only pia 1R ) ol 5 (Al 5 e by gL
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for ever and ever. Amen” (1 (17 1 1 Gusbigas
Timothy 1:17). (
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He has given the Lord Jesus
Christ to take away the sins of
tSr:ose who truly love Him and His
on.



Jesus - son of God

The Bible is clear that the Lord Jesus Christ is
the Son of God:

“... so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life
in his name” (John 20:31)

“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ!” (1 Peter 1:3).

God knows all things, even the future,
and His plans are certain (Isaiah
46:8-11).

God knew that Adam and Eve would sin, and so
from the very beginning God planned to
send His Son. This is why there are many
prophecies of Jesus in the Old Testament.
So Jesus was in God’s mind and purpose
from the very beginning. The promises to
Abraham and David show that Jesus was in
God’s plan long before his birth.
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Jesus did not exist in
heaven before his birth

Jesus did not pre-exist — his life started when
he was born.

When birth takes place, a new life starts. The
birth of Jesus was just the same. Some
people believe that Jesus existed in
heaven before he was born of Mary —
but this is not what the Bible says. The
Bible teaches that Jesus was part of
God’s plan from the very beginning, but
the life of Jesus only started when he
\tIJV?tSH born. Jesus did not live before his

irth.

“He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was
made manifest in the last times”
(1 PETER 1:20).

MEANING: Jesus was in God's mind and
purpose from creation but he only
appeared much later.
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God knows all people
before they are born

God told the prophet Jeremiah:

“Before | formed you in the

womb | knew you, and
before you were born |
consecrated you; I

appointed you a prophet to
the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

Just as Jeremiah was in God’s plan
before he existed, so was the Lord
Jesus. From the foundation of the
world God also knew about all true
believers. They were in the mind
of God although none of them was
actually living.
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God knew all believers
before creation of the
world

This is what the apostle
Paul says about true
believers:

“... (God) chose us in
him (Jesus) before
the foundation of
the world, that we
should be holy and
blameless  before
him” (Ephesians
1:4).
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God sent Jesus, only means born Cal Ag JaBd (Al 8 1 s 104
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that Jesus became a living being. Aule 58 s2aldia
See also 2 Timothy 1:9,10.



4 more r:easons why 3 s \J%MJL,A Qs 4
Jesus did not exist in
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Jesus had human nature e e
before his death il ) I (48 50 ) I8 s

Because Jesus was conceived by God’s
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Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with
mighty works and wonders and
signs that God did through him
in your midst.”
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Jesus made like other men and S OR e Adilaa BT A G s
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“had to be made Ilike his

brothers in every respect”. 195 Ol Adlda 5 04l A )3 Gy (4"
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Jesus also suffered and
learned

“Although he was a son, he
learned obedience
through what he suffered.
And being made perfect,
he became the source of
eternal salvation to all
who obey him
(Hebrews 5:8,9).

If Jesus had been born with a nature like
God’s, he would not have needed to
learn obedience. It was because
Jesus had human nature that he
could be tempted to sin. Jesus could
only defeat sin by experiencing and
overcoming temptation.
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Jesus tempted in
every way like us — but
never sinned

For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to
sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one
who in every respect
has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin
(Hebrews 4:15).

During his life on earth Jesus was
tempted in every way like us,
yet he never sinned. It is
because Jesus was tempted
to sin as we are that he
understands our problems.
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Jesus lower than the N e e ) Gl s A 0

angels before death I o b g2 aS KA B
made higher only after his A L& 3 ad Gl Al

resurrection
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of death, so that by the
grace of God he might
taste death for everyone”
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nature, he was lower than the
angels. It was only because
Jesus had human nature that he
could die.



Men cannot see God, but
Jesus’ way of life let men
understand God better

It is impossible for men and women to see
God, so Jesus showed us what He is
like. Quoting the prophet Isaiah,
Matthew 1:23 says of Jesus:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and they shall
call his name Immanuel’
(which means, God with us).”

Because of his character and godly way
of life, Jesus showed us perfectly
what God is like — this is why he was
described as “God with us”. Jesus
was much more than an ordinary
man:

“For in him (Jesus) all the
fullness of God was pleased
to dwell” (Colossians 1:19).
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Jesus overcame sin — but O bl — 3 S Aule 8 a0 o
this was not easy Cond 0L 1
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Jesus had human nature — because he SR TR O RS
could only defeat sin by experiencing
and overcoming temptation, and
could only die on the cross if he was
mortal.



Jesus now has a nature
like God

After his resurrection the Lord Jesus was
given a glorious nature like his Father
(divine nature). This means that he
cannot sin or die. God has exalted him
above the angels and he now sits at
God’s right hand in heaven. Apart from
God Himself, there is no greater being in
the whole universe. In Acts 2:36 Peter
says to the Jews,

“God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

God has given Christ Jesus authority over
everything. After his resurrection Jesus
said,

“All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me”
(Matthew 28:18).
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How Jesus changed
before and after death

JESUS CHRIST BEFORE HIS
DEATH:

- He was tempted and was
able to sin.

- He was mortal — so he could
feel pain, be ill and die.

- He was Ilower than the
angels.

JESUS CHRIST NOW:
- He cannot sin or be tempted.

- He is immortal — he cannot
die and no longer suffers
physically.

- He is greater than the
angels.
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The following passage
provides a summary:
Philippians 2:6-11

1 — Jesus did not try to be equal

with God

PHILIPPIANS 2:6-7

“... though he (Jesus) was in the
form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the
form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men”.

Jesus was in the form of God because
God was his Father and he spoke
God’s words and did His works. He
accepted that God was greater than
himself. He was born a man and
made himself the servant of all.
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The following passage provides a . N « o
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Jesus accepted the shame and
pain of crucifixion. He obeyed
his Father in all things, finally
in dying on the cross.



The following passage provides a

summary: Philippians 2:6-11 sl LS‘ 4“4)‘ J'U A
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“Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed
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A wrong idea

The Trinity

Many people ignore Bible teaching
about God and believe what they call
the Trinity. These people believe that
God has always consisted of three
persons:

- God the Father,
- God the Son,

- and God the Holy Ghost, all
equal with each other.

The Trinity claims that Jesus is ‘God
the Son’ and is associated with the
wrong belief that Jesus pre-existed.
(We will learn about the Holy Ghost, or
the Holy Spirit, in Lesson 20.)
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3 terms that do not appear in the L300 dga g udhe LIS 43 AS () AalS du

Bible: e

- Trinity s
pid (¢)AA -

- God the Son $ g1
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- God the Holy Spirit Qe T oo gla
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In the sahme ]yvaﬁ/ that a g%od EondisJobedient e Sl e Qh a5 ) e 35 8 SQaS ) shile
to his father, so the Lord Jesus is DA L)) 0 Roa mae 2 &0 104 330 3 raa
subject to God. Jesus never claimed to LA Ahds s Aed 0 1) 253 4SL A1 Sy
be equal with God, but depended on his e S Ay e e e
Father for all things. He said, gt . GV K

“Truly, truly, | say to you, the Son . . B ) L

can do nothing of his own TR A ) e AS an S e Ladi A el el

accord, but only what he sees TN : NS 3 o

the Father doing” (John 5:19). 4 123 ) da A oy 4 Al e 38

8 Uagy) "MAS e G e it AS g gl AR

See also John 3:35; 5:30; 7:16; 8:28; (19
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Two misunderstood sayings of
Jesus

In John 10:30 Jesus said,
“l and the Father are one”.

Jesus cannot mean that he and His Father are
equal because the verse before says,

“My Father ... is greater than all” (John
10:29).

Jesus meant that he and his Father were united
in mind and purpose, and he prayed that in
the same way his disciples would be one:

“ ... that they may all be one, just as
you, Father, are in me, and | in you,
that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have
sent me” (John 17:21).
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Jesus will still be under God Jus 1000 ) o (Fis e
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been born with a nature like God and

so could not have been tempted to sin,

and could not have died on the cross.



The Lord Jesus — the
mediator

The Lord Jesus bridges the gap
between God and mankind. He is
therefore a mediator (a go-
between):

“For there is one God, and
there is one mediator
between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus” (1
Timothy 2:5).

Christians are truly thankful that the
Lord Jesus Christ gave himself to
save others.
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Summary

There is only one God.

Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
gorn of Mary. He is not ‘God the
on’.

Before his death, Jesus had human
nature like us. But because God
was his Father, he was much more
than an ordinary man.

After his resurrection the Lord
Jesus was given a nature like
God’s and exalted above the
angels. He now sits at God'’s right
hand in heaven. Apart from God
Himself, there is no greater being in
the whole universe.
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Verses to read:

— 1 Timothy 2:5 For there
is one God, and there is
one mediator between
God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.

— Deuteronomy 6:1-15;
- Matthew 1:18-25;
- 2 Timothy 1:9,10;

- Hebrews 2
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