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“If you love me...”

"If you love me,

keep my. commands:’

-Jesus
John 14:15

Jesus said to His followers, "If ye love Me,
ke?p My commandments" (John 14, verse
15).

You will remember how God, through
Moses, gave the Jews a law which we call
the "Law of Moses". In the Law of Moses
there were rules to tell the people what
they must do, and what they must not do;
and these laws were to guide them in
every way in their daily life. This law could
not bring life to the people because, as
you will remember, they were unable to
keep it. So God gave them a "better way".
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He sent His Son, Jesus 1 R . q ..
Christ, to show us how to R Y R LQH‘ A 9‘ S )lS}
live. Jesus did not give His . - . .
followers a complete list of L g (S ‘) Cowlos L aS
rules, to tell them what they - o
must do in every QLM.: ‘) Q‘Jim 4 Qo; Cusro l.g‘.?‘
circumstances of life. - A ’
He told them the most ASlo

important thing which was to
love God, and to show love

to each other. o= cQng) PR 9 (s R Ll ®
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must understand and obey.



We must obey our rulers 1

In Romans 13, we read, in verse 1, "Let
every soul be subject unto the higher
powers."

Whoever our ruler may be, he holds that
position because God allows him to do
so. (I Peter 2, verses 13-15).

This is true, too, of the people who are
over us at work. So we must obey those
who have authority over us, even when
they are unkind and unreasonable. So
Peter tells us, "Slaves, accept the
authority of your masters with all
deference, not only those who are kind
and gentle but also those who are
harsh.." (I Peter 2, verse 18).
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We must obey our rulers 2

The only time this does not apply is when a ruler tells
us to disobey God. Once, when the Jews forbade
Peter and John to teach about Jesus and His
resurrection, they answered: "Whether it be right in
the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto
God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard." (Acts 4, verses 19-
20).

Jesus Himself prayed for those who put Him to
death. If we remember His example, we shall find it
easier to return good for evil. We must leave to God
the task of punishing the wicked.

So the apostle Paul says, "Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it
is written, "Vengeance is Mine; | will repay’, saith the
Lord" (Romans 12, verse 19).

peS Saley ) oled b L

Sl Gloj it adae wls Lo a5 (69,50 S
Sl 1S Sleydl 1) laz 0o Lo 4y aS
8,y C)f‘*’ pedss I Logy g ok (Oboge
Gk Wil wis)S o e ol Slin) 9 (oue
ax oz a8 S Sglad bogs sl
Lol 51 L oS el oz 51 Sl sy

5 elodss asl wﬁf S PR S N S PR b
ul.a sQY}w) JLQ_C‘) M)b)'? Cawd chJ‘OM

(Y’—\q a.:‘ cf

Sy sy ol a5 SlS ©ly (s> (qmns
sk ol a4l ol Jl Lo 510 S les wwsles
2l 08,5 n (295 4l plgi e ool

ke T s o ) Lpgas Olsloxs
G opse lgs G wSice Sy o
@l ol sl @ Sl 0g plill azy zee
oS o Dljlme (po 195 oo gt yle 5 oo
O LTAY b laegy) "ols palys 13> e g



The disciple does not fight A.*io L5°" u‘.))fl,;:,
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We must obey our rulers in all things - except Cowl aias Sg> Q‘*-\-;})-é a los L
when their rules conflict with the law of God. Ly X< .
For example, in most countries in these days ) S 0 d"L"’ S

there are laws commanding all young men to
serve for a period in the Army, Navy, or Air
Force. But God has said that His children | * . o
must not fight. Jesus said, 45)‘“ uS e ‘) ol =l

“...all they that take the sword shall perish AY & ] ve - oo,
with the sword." (Matthew 26, verse 52). ( gl Ls““) S o



Pray for our enemies

He taught His followers to pray for their enemies,
and so show them love, no matter what the
provocation: "But | say unto you, that ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other also." (Matthew
5, verse 39).

So, although it may mean trouble, and even
imprisonment, the Christian must always refuse
to fight or to join the armed forces.

This is not because wars are always wrong;
when God orders men to fight, then it is right to
do so. But His commandment for us in this age
is, that we "resist not evil"; knowing that the day
will come, when God Himself will execute
judgment on the wicked.
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Like the children of God in all ages, the

Christians of these days are, "...strangers and

pilgrims on the earth." (Hebrews 11, verse 13).

They are waiting for God’s Kingdom to come;
praying that they may have a place in that
Kingdom.

They know that present-day governments will
all pass away when that Kingdom comes.
They take no part in the politics of this world.
They do not vote, because their views of life
are such that no politician could act as their
"representative”.

"For our conversation (citizenship) is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." (Philippians 3,

verse 20).
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Marriage - a partnership in Christ
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Marriage with a believer

The apostle Paul emphasises the importance
of this separation in 2 Corinthians 6, verses
14-16, "Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? And
what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or
what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and | will be their
God; as God hath said, | will be their God, and
they shall be My people.”

We can never be truly happy if we break
God’s laws; and experience has shown that it
is a tragic mistake to marry an unbeliever.

Jailes! 5 b gl

L VFY &l ol OLS,8 090 50 Jgw)y oy
o Sisly 5" 0,5 aST las ol Coenl
ar ) S )90 plele ol L celil
O (S8, Az g Sl Olpl g (SO e (ST
ol 9 e (o (B8lgT Az €SO0 oLy,
okl o 9 Skl o (Salon 4z g 5l 042
i L g s &l o (STdlazg ax L
s aSSle (e iy los Al L 1y
55 5 o1 paly> G5l plaul jo fre il 050 8
Oliwl oz e oy pler w4 Ll Gl

"o g bl g 09 ealss

|, s oSl 31 5 pealese ols Ldly 35,0 L
L zlgosl a5 ol ool lis b i g ol L 5

FO BN < USRS DR B &



God hates divorce

Marriage is a union for life. When God created Eve as
a "help" for Adam, the principle was laid down:
"Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh." (Genesis 2, verse 24).

The Lord Jesus confirmed that marriage is for a lifetime
by saying: "What therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder." (Matthew 19, verse 6).

So the Lord Jesus forbids divorce. Even if a marriage is
not going smoothly for the moment, a Christian must
show patience and love. In Malachi 16, we read that:
"...the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that He hateth
putting away."

Remember, we can never be truly happy if we break
God's laws.
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Already married -
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But...

We have talked about the importance of marrying
only a believer. But it sometimes happens that a
man or woman who becomes a disciple is already
married. In this case, the believing partner is not
called upon to leave the other. Of course, if would
be difficult to stop the unbeliever from leaving, if
he or she were intent on doing so. But the believer
is expected to fulfil his or her part faithfully in
trying to "make the marriage a success".

Many people have been won to Christ by the
faithful example of their believing partners - just as
Paul suggested they might be in | Corinthians 7,
verse 16: "For what do you know, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband? Or how do you
know, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?"
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A word about polygamy s 5 e
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creates unhappiness, and tends to
encourage unfaithfulness; and it
sets aside the great Christian ideal
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All one in Christ
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The believers are all joined together as

one body, with Christ as their Head. It is ‘ Sl aS | ls” L .- T N
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Fellowship in Christ

The disciples of Christ are scattered all over the
world, but they serve the same Master, and share
the same hope.

They are joined together in the bonds of love and
fellowship - joined together in the work of preaching
the gospel.

So Paul commands us, "Do all thing without
murmurings and disputings: that ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice in
the day of Christ, that | have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain." (Philippians 2, verses 14-16).
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Summary

1. We must obey our
rulers, except when
they tell us to
disobey God.

2. We must not take
an active part in
politics or (worse
still) in war.

3. A man must have
only one wife, and
stay with her for life.

4. It is a tragic
mistake to marry an
unbeliever.
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Questions



