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CBM22-13 13. Resurrection
WEEKLY READINGS Genesis 42-44, Philippians 1-2
READING FOR STUDY PAPER 1 Corinthians 15









Jesus proved he was
physical by eating

And while they yet believed not
for joy, and wondered, He said
unto them, "Have ye here any
meat?” And they gave Him a
piece of a broiled fish, and of
an honeycomb. And He took it,
and did eat before them" (Luke,
chapter 24, verses 39-43).

At last, they were convinced
that He was really alive again.
God had given Him eternal life.

We read of Jesus saying - in
Revelation, chapter 1, verse
18, "Behold, | am alive for
evermore."
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Jesus will raise
His followers

Jesus taught His
disciples that they, too,
would be raised from
the dead. Look again at
the verse which we
have just quoted. Jesus
said,

"I am He that liveth,
and was dead; and,
behold, | am alive for
evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell
(or, the grave) and of
death’." (Revelation,
chapter 1, verse 18).

Now, if you have the
key to a door, it means
you are able to open it.
Jesus has the keys of
the grave. This is a way
of saying that He has
power to open the
graves, and set free
those who are buried
there.
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John 5:20-29

This power has
been given to Him
by God. Read in
John’s gospel,
chapter 5, verse
20-29.

Notice particularly
verse 21, which
says, "For as the
Father raiseth up
the dead, and
quickeneth them;
even so the Son
quickeneth whom
He will."

To quicken is to
bring to life; and
God has given
Jesus the power
to bring men and
women back to life
again.
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A hope

shared by all

faithful men

Men of God
throughout the ages
have died looking
forward to the day
when they would be
raised again.

Paul tells us of some
of these, that they
"...died in faith, not
having received the
promises, but having
seen them afar off"
(Hebrews, chapter
11, verse 13).

Further on he speaks
again of these men,
who "...received not
the promise: God
having provided
some better thing for
us, that they without
us should not be
made perfect"
(Hebrews, chapter
11, verses 39-40).
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Fallen asleep

We see from this
verse that the gift of
eternal life is going to
be given to all true
worshippers of God
at the same time.

The early Christians
also looked forward
to this time. When
one of their number
died, they spoke of
him as having "fallen
asleep" because, just
as men wake up
after sleeping, so the
disciple would be
"awakened" from the
dead.

In the 15th chapter of
| Corinthians, which
you have read, Paul
says of the 500
disciples who saw
Jesus after His
resurrection, "some
are fallen asleep”
(verse 6).
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When will the

Resurrection take Talie) R)ga (gla) u"L‘J' 2 el

place?
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is He going to raise
those who have
"died in faith"?
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Then those who have
been faithful will be

given eternal life, and
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hast redeemed us to
God by Thy blood out of
every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and
nation; and hast made
us unto our God kings
and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth."



Some will be alive
when Jesus comes

What about those
who are still alive
when Jesus
comes back?

Jesus said that,
when He comes,
He will, "...send
His angels with a
great sound of a
trumpet, and they
shall gather
together His elect
from the four
winds, from one
end of heaven to
the other"
(Matthew, chapter
24, verse 31).

A1) g (ol () 3 W ity
:'0' l

oo 4x el o) e GRS Gla) 0 4S LS
T3 g

o 1o 3 SR " iy oS By O e
D s e a8 Jlex O, s R R 5 B i 8
(31 40 24 b (gie) " aan S slaasl S



In | Thessalonians,
chapter 4, verses 14-
17, Paul tells us a

little more about this.

"If we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even
so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with
Him. "For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent
them which are asleep.

"For the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first:
"Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the
cloud, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord."
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Next lesson - judgement

The dead will be raised, and
the living will be gathered
together, and all will appear
before the Lord Jesus.
Before He gives them
eternal life, there must be a
judgment - but you will hear
more about that in your
lesson next week.

Read again | Corinthians,
chapter 15, verse 51-58.
Here the apostle speaks of
the time when the faithful
Christians will be given that
great qift of eternal life, or -
as he calls it here -
immortality.

As we look forward to that
time, the apostle Paul tells
us to be "steadfast,
unmovable, always
abounding in the work of
the Lord."
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