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God’s Promises to Abraham
WEEKLY READINGS
Genesis 30 - 32, 1 Timothy 4 — 6
READING FOR STUDY PAPER
Genesis 13, Galatians 3




Abraham - the friend of God A o g — ?ﬁ“bﬁ‘
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spoken of in the
Bible as the friend of
God (Isaiah, chapter
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land of Israel. The o
people of Ur knew Y
nothing of the true

God. They

worshipped many
false gods, chief of
which was the moon.
The ruins of a temple
built to the moon-god
have been found
there.




A message from God

One day Abraham
received a message
from God. We can
read this message in
Genesis, chapter 12,
verse 1,

"Now the Lord had
said unto Abram,
"Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto
a land that | will
shew thee’. ©

He was told to leave
his own land, and his
own people, and
travel to a country
that God would show
him. | wonder how
we should feel if we
received such a
message? (And of
course travelling was
far more difficult and
far more dangerous
in those days).
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will be blessed

In Abraham all nations AR g3 S dﬁgé VLY ﬁM sl )

St

When He told : = Ao : .. E i i
Abraham to do this, ‘3.4:’. c“j“‘ Lf‘“\ # ) 5" (3-2 ‘\:‘\) s o) 4 DR RE
God also told him, i £ J 2 el s 4 £ 1
will make of thee a o i e e !
great nation, and | s et sa Syl )y 5548 Lf‘u 4 pA2 S g5 35 L;“\P
will bless thee, and ! - Tt . & i o gt R
make thy name e JiLd G BUNEIRTIEEN u}’d‘“ )y 8 asal 4 e—‘s Caial
great; and thou shalt n .. . T
be a blessing. And | (il 2ia) A S
will bless them that
bless thee, and
curse him that WL - o
curseth thee: and in S ‘. Y J X A /50 AN o
thee shall all families e . / et i A el
] TEL Craw 43 8 ) Goym " 10 S e adl pl 550 50 Gl pe

e 5 2l Gaom Om L ah Gl e 4 Gl e 4SS
Abraham believed 21 g - .
the promises that (8 4l ¢11 @b (il e ) Mag) (o S 4 Cudila

God had made, and
he obeyed Him. The
writer to the Hebrews
tells us that
Abraham, "...went
out, not knowing
whither he went"
(Hebrews, chapter
11, verse 8).




All the land you see

At length he reached the
land of Israel with his
wife, Sarah, and his
nephew, Lot. Now read
Genesis, chapter 13,
again.

You will see how Lot
chose the best of the
land and Abraham was
left to find pastures for
his flocks and herds in
the more barren parts of
the country.

But God was with
Abraham, and enlarged
upon the promises He
had made to him in Ur,

"All the land which thou
seest, to thee will | give
it, and to thy seed for

ever. And | will make thy

seed as the dust of the
earth" (Genesis, chapter
13, verses 15-16).
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A wonderful promise

Did you notice that this
time God promises
Abraham the land for
ever?

To possess the land
for ever, Abraham
would have to live for
ever, so God was
really promising him
eternal life.

Besides this, God
promises it to
Abraham’s seed, or
son. At that time
Abraham and Sarah
had no children.

God promised him a
‘seed’, or son, who
should share the land
with him. He also
promised that
Abraham’s
descendants should
become a great nation.
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God’s covenant with Abraham Gt (5345 ash| ) Ly Jad

Turn to chapter
wil ind that Cod NS e it |y st
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enlarges upon His
promises to
Abraham.
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not been given.
But once more
God assured him
that he should
have a son, and
that his
descendants
should be as great
in number as the
stars in the sky.



A promise that
cannot be broken

In verse 6 we
read, "Abraham
believed in the
Lord; and He
counted it to him
for righteousness."

Abraham, like us,
was not free from
sin; but he trusted
in God and
because of this,
God was pleased
with him.

This time we are
told that God
made a covenant
with Abraham -
that is a very
solemn promise
that can never be
altered.
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The burning lamp passed
between the pieces of meat

You will read how this
covenant was made in
Genesis, chapter 15,
verses 8-18. In the time of
Abraham, a covenant was
made by slaying an
animal.

Then the dead animal was
divided, and the two
people who were making
the covenant walked
between the pieces.

In this case, God Himself
did not walk between the
pieces, but Abraham saw a
burning lamp pass
between them. The
covenant was sure!
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A greater seed than Isaac

These things
happened nearly
4,000 years ago,
and at first they
don’t seem to
matter very much
to us. But
Abraham had a
son who was
greater than
Isaac.

The first verse of
the New
Testament
(Matthew, chapter
1, verse 1) speaks
of, "Jesus Christ,
the son of David,
the son of
Abraham. "Jesus,
too, was the
promised son of
Abraham.
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comes again to rule
from Jerusalem, we
shall see these
promises fulfilled.
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The promise to be
fulfilled when Jesus
returns

One of the promises
was, "And in thy seed
shall all the nations of
the earth be
blessed"(Genesis,
chapter 22, verse

18).

This promise will be
fulfilled when Jesus
returns to set up the
Kingdom of God.
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What will happen to
Abraham?

But, you may be
thinking, "What of
Abraham? He never
received the
promises, and he is
dead".

This is true. But
God’s promises
cannot fail. When
Jesus comes again,
He will raise
Abraham and Isaac
from the dead - and
many others besides
- and they will live for
ever upon this earth,
enjoying those
blessings which God
promised them so
long ago.
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Summary

Abraham was called by
God to leave Ur and go to
an unknown country.

This country was the land
of Israel, and God
promised that Abraham
should possess it for ever.

He also promised that
Abraham should have a
son; that his descendants
should become a great
nation, and that his son
would be a blessing to all
nations.

Abraham had a son,
Isaac, born miraculously
when his parents were
very old. Jesus Christ is
also a son, or
descendant, of Abraham
(and He, too, was born
miraculously - of a virgin).

If we belong to Christ, we
are counted as children of
Abraham, and may share
the promises made to
him.

These promises will be
fulfilled when Jesus
comes back, and sets up
the Kingdom of God.
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Abraham is
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understand

the first time.

But it is very

important.

 Why not read
this section
through once
again - now!



