Bread and wine after Leave to Remain
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Introduction - welcome to the UK, now
you have 28 days to find a home and a
job!
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Everyone knows what happens after all the stress
of asylum process. One day, Lord willing, a
letter arrives from Home Office.

Either it is a first interview letter : You have
asylum! You don’t believe it.

Or it is the letter after a tribunal : The judge has
decided in your favour. Home Office has 14 days
to object, but they rarely do. So in 14 days you
have asylum.

Everyone knows that after this the next letters to
arrive will be British Residence Permit, or BRP
identity card (which on the back has National
Insurance number, and right to work). And a
letter saying you have 28 days to leave
accommodation.

For most Iranian brothers and sisters this is the
start of the first year of purgatory. The first jobs
are badly paid and bad hours — and very often the
job means working on Sundays — the main day
for church.
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Why Christadelphians keep on
attending church after visa
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Lawyers and translators who know
Christadelphians often ask why Iranian
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Christadelphians keep attending church after visa
while other Iranians often drift from their
churches after visas?

There are probably several reasons for this:

A first reason may be the long study course and
time before baptism for Christadelphians
compared to some other churches. Those who
want a quick baptism do not come to
Christadelphians in the first place.

A second reason is the teaching of the church.
Only one church in the UK teaches that Jesus
began to exist from the moment of the virgin
birth. Most other churches teach versions of the
Trinity, or are confused. This personal
identification with Jesus (not accepting “a
different Jesus” 2 Corinthians 11:4) makes Jesus
very much a human, although the son of God.
And should give Christadelphian church
believers a strong personal link to a Jesus who
can understand what it is to work long hours in a
pizza shop. He was after all a carpenter from age
12 to 30.

A third reason is that Christadelphians are a
tightly-knit family. Although baptism is into
Christ first, and into a local church second,
thirdly it is also entering into a family across the
UK (and across the world) where people know
each other in different cities and countries. And
the church is big enough (8,000 in the UK) to
know people personally, but still have viable
group size in many cities.

A fourth reason is that Christadelphians view
attendance at the bread and wine as very
important and continue to keep attendance
records after baptism. This means that
Christadelphian churches often provide meetings
outside normal Sunday mornings to allow people
who are working on Sundays or sick at home to
take bread and wine.

Extra meetings at church buildings often take
place in the back room of a church on a Sunday
evening or Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
evening, when there is another activity in the
main room or not. Home visits are usually
organized by car — some Christadelphians go by
car to break bread at 3 or 4 different homes
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during the week. Also in big city centres there is
sometimes a Monday lunchtime bread and wine
organized in an office building.
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Supplemental bread and wine on IMO
and Skype

Skype

Another option for Iranian brothers and sisters is
to take bread and wine online. This is normally
done by Skype if an English brother or sister is
involved, but can be done with IMO or
WhatsApp.

In order to take part in these online bread and
wine the participant will usually need a copy of
the CIL exhortation for the week, in order that
everyone in the online bread and wine has the
same common starting point.

These bread and wine services are usually very
simple. A prayer, a short Bible reading, then
maybe a discussion of the main points in the CIL
Farsi exhortation. Then a prayer for the bread.
And each person takes a piece of bread or
biscuit. Then a prayer for the wine, and each
person drinks a sip of wine. Because many
people don’t have wine in their homes this is
often replaced by a sip of grape juice or even
Coca-Cola.

Because online breaking of bread are not limited
by geography therefore the online Farsi IMO or
Skype may include Iranian brothers and sisters
“in isolation” in Germany and Turkey as well as
in the UK.

Keeping going by Skype and IMO is not ideal.
But it provides a lifeline to hold on to during the
first year after visa. It keeps up the habits of
prayer, Bible reading bread and wine. And very
importantly it keeps contact with friends —
English and Iranian, in the church
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Lost in London
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It is a reality that many people will move city
after visa to find work.

English brothers and sisters do this too of course.
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And the Christadelphians churches have a long
established system of “transfer” where it is easy
to transfer membership of a church in a northern
city to membership of a local church in a
southern city, for example.

Sometimes that move is a mistake. For example
people from cities in the North West and North
East of UK with churches with many Iranian
members and good public transport, and the
chance of council houses have asked themselves
“why did I move to London?” “Why did [ move
to Birmingham?”. It is not as if there are no
starter jobs in restaurants and warehouses in
Bradford or Newcastle, so why did I move?

But for people who do move to a bigger city then

online breaking of bread is particularly useful in
moving to a new city to find work.

Although Birmingham and Manchester can also

be big cities where it is difficult to choose among

the local churches, in Manchester and
Birmingham the nearest church with Iranians is
probably only 45 minutes away by bus.

In London, where there are 8 Christadelphian
churches, the nearest church may still be 90
minutes away by underground train.

If this is the situation it may be better to mix
online bread and wine with physical visits. The
local churches will understand this and may
already have Skype links for their own elderly
English members which can be used by Iranian
members also.

London Finsbury Park -
%ﬁrlsfa%e'l'ﬁhian Hall; -
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Keep on praying
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An important thing to remember is that even as 1
person in a house in a strange city, you are not
alone. Jesus goes with you to find work, and his
Father is watching and listening. Prayer needs to
be a daily habit. Take a Bible to your breakfast
table. Pray before breakfast. Listen to a Bible
mp3 on the bus or the underground train. Keep a
Bible verse next to your toothbrush at night.
Watch a chapter from the film of Acts of the
Apostles instead of a stupid YouTube before
bed.

Also, if you want to pray — send a message to a
friend on WhatsApp. “I didn’t see you for a long
time, would you voicechat with me for five
minutes and pray for me, or I pray for you?”

And don’t forget to read the weekly CIL
exhortation. It is written and translated exactly
for you.
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Encourage others
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Christadelphians don’t have pastors. Each of us,
brothers and sisters received a little ceremony
after baptism called “the right hand of
fellowship” (Galatians 2:9). In the Bible Paul
was given this “right hand of fellowship” several
years after his baptism, when the apostles agreed
that he should join him in the work. It may
seems strange that Christadelphians do this
immediately after baptism, not after 5 or 10
years, and do it to everyone baptised. But the
reason is that to encourage others and to preach
is part of working together from baptism
onwards.

Brothers and sisters who break bread in extra
meetings, or online, out of necessity, or because
the local church has no Farsi translation, can still
work in the “right and of fellowship”. And can
still make time to attend bigger special
gatherings.

See :
Hebrews 3:13
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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