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1 -THE FIRST FACT
There is a God: this is the first and most important fact of all.
But before we discuss the lofty subject of God, let us think for a few moments about you.
Right now you are doing something quite difficult. Your eyes and your brain are at work, looking at and identifying little symbols called letters. Although there are 26 letters altogether, you are able to recognise each without the slightest hesitation. These symbols —these letters —are arranged in combinations called words. The fact that there are hundreds of possible combinations presents you with no problem. You recognise each word instantly. These words are arranged in sequences called sentences. Although the number of possible combinations of words is unlimited, you are easily able to cope. You have never read anything exactly like this before, and yet you take it in your stride. Of course reading is much more than the skill of being able to recognise a host of complicated combinations: it is a method of receiving messages. At this moment you are receiving a message from me.
Your brain is working in other ways too. It may already be causing you to wonder, as you read, why I am saying these things, and what I shall say next. It could be reminding you of something you have read before; and it could be gently prodding you to make a
decision —to stop reading, or to keep on.
It's astonishing what the human brain can do. Small as it is, it is able to gather and store enough information to fill a library, and to select facts from its own memory files with astonishing ease whenever they are wanted.
The wonder of the human brain ought to convince men of one thing- that an infinitely greater mind has been at work, creating this masterpiece.
The brain is only a part of the remarkable little piece of machinery called man. This machine can move; change its shape; grasp objects; it is able to see, hear, feel, taste and smell; it has highly sensitive emotional equipment; its own built-in kit for body main​tenance and repair; an efficient reproductive system for producing other human beings that are basically the same, but embody subtle differences.
And the human machine is alive! You are alive. Your heart is beating; your lungs are expanding and contracting; blood is coursing through your veins; you are thinking.
By the way, how are you fee/ing? Are you happy, sad, excited, bored, angry? Yes, your glands are at work, regulating these emotions. Indeed, at this very moment a hundred complicated chemical processes that you may never have heard of are taking place in your living body.
MAIM THE CREATOR
One of the most important facts about man is that he is able to create. He has filled the world with his inventions. Cars, ships, aeroplanes, telephones, radio, television, microscopes, telescopes, X-ray, computers, hydrogen bombs: there is no end to the list.
If I said to you: "I don't believe that aeroplanes were invented by men-they just came/ you would think I was crazy. Yet when people say that man himself, who is more wonderful than all his inventions put together, just came into existence without being created, many are willing to agree. How can people be so foolish? Perhaps we can come back to that question later.
The evidence that a wise and powerful Creator has been at work is overwhelming. Indeed, all man's achievements-all his inventions and all his discoveries —are really the work of man's Creator. It was God who gave man the ability to create; and in all his inventions and discoveries, man only makes use of the resources that God has put at his disposal. For example, man could never have discovered atomic energy if God had not first packed all that power into the atom.
BIGGER MACHINES
Man is just one of God's creatures. Countless thousands of other living creatures —plants and animals —provide evidence that a
creative genius has been at work. And people often forget that these superb pieces of living machinery are all parts of a bigger machine. Animate feed on plants, and the air that they breathe is purified by plants. Indeed, animals simply could not exist without plants; nor could plants exist without animals; and all of them are dependent upon minute organisms that cannot be seen without a powerful microscope. More evidence that a great Creator has been at work.
Let us think now of a bigger machine still, consisting of the sun, the earth, the moon and the other planets. As the moon revolves around the earth, and as the earth spins on its tilted axis, earth and moon, together with the other planets and their moons, revolve around the sun. These movements are so regular, and so precisely timed that we usually take them for granted, forgetting that our very lives depend upon them. It is the movements of these great spheres that give us summer and winter and day and night, and they regulate the ebb and flow of our tides. If we awoke tomorrow morning at a late hour to find that darkness had not disappeared, we would be worried; and if it was still dark some hours later, we would think that the end of the world had come. The heavenly bodies work to a plan, and the complete reliability of this plan tells us about the wisdom of the great Planner.
King David, the Hebrew psalmist, expresses it like this:
"The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork'.' (Psalm 19:1 —R.S.V.)
Though man is a mountain compared with many minute creatures, he is completely dwarfed by the vastness of the earth. Yet the earth is but a tiny ball compared with the sun, and the sun is just a star amongst billions of others. One famous astronomer said that there were more stars in the heavens than grains of sand on all the sea shores of the world. The sun is one of those grains! The sheer size of the universe is frightening to contemplate. What then of the God who created it?
UNBELIEVERS
Some people say there is no God. They cannot see that where there is design there must be a Designer; where there is creation there must be a Creator. It is all the work of chance, they say.
Do these people really believe what they say? It's strange, but when things go wrong, some of these same people blame God — the God who, they say, doesn't exist! "Why does God allow all this suffering?" they ask impudently.
Strange too that these people, when they are in real trouble, when they desperately need help, pray to the God who, they have told us, does not exist. Deep in their hearts they know that there must be a God, and when they cannot afford to be without His help they turn to Him. It has been said that you will never find unbelievers on
a life raft.
.                .
AN INVISIBLE GOD
Some people who ought to know better argue that because we cannot see God it is unreasonable to believe that He exists. Surely these people know that the universe contains innumerable things, great and small, that cannot be seen by man. They ought to know too that those who stare at the sun are blinded; yet they talk as if they should have both the ability and the right to stare at the Creator of millions of suns whenever they feel in the mood. For all his cleverness, man is often sadly lacking in wisdom.
2-WHAT IS GOD LIKE?
THE FOLLY OF GUESSING
We know then that there is a God, a Creator, and that He must be infinitely wise and of unlimited power. The wonders of nature convince us of these things. We also know that this God cannot be seen by human eyes. More than this we cannot discover without help from God Himself.
What is the Creator of the bouhdless universe like? This question is too big for us, and we are bound to arrive at wrong conclusions if we start guessing. Many have tried to guess what God looks like, and have then made images —images of God, as they have sup-
posed. But what hideous objects these man-made images have been! They have differed greatly from each other, and we can be absolutely certain that they bear not the slightest resemblance to the God of all creation. Images created by ignorant men cannot be better than the foolish men who make them. Indeed, they tell us a lot about the confused minds of their makers, but nothing about God.
THE BIBLE-A MESSAGE FROM GOD
Only God can tell us what He is like, and this He has done through His great message to man, the Bible. It is true that the Bible has been written by men, but these men were guided to write only and exactly what God required. The evidence that the Bible is a message from God is overwhelming. Especially important is the fact that this book has been able to make so many amazing predic​tions. Whole chains of unlikely events have been foretold in the Bible, and they have been fulfilled right down to the smallest detail. For example, the whole history of that remarkable people, the Jews, has been written in advance upon the pages of the Bible. Those who neglect the Bible cannot hope to know the truth about God. The world is full of religions; there are many false gods, and a number of books that men regard as holy. But the Bible alone has come from God, and it alone can teach us about God. The first part of the Bible is older than any other book. It tells us
about the creation and the beginning of God's dealings with men. It tells us how God taught the first human beings to obey Him. Other religions have come later, and are nearly all corruptions of the true worship of the Creator.
If there are any doubts in your mind as to whether the Bible has really come from God, our recommendation is this. Read the book unhurriedly from the beginning, and find out for yourself. If it has come from God, you ought to be able to tell the difference —and you will!
Bible readers never cease to be astonished by this amazing book. The more they read it, the more they want to read it. It tells them all they need to know about themselves; about right and wrong; about life and death; about the present and the future. Above all, it provides vital information about God Himself. This we need to know, not just to satisfy our curiosity, but because eternal life depends upon this knowledge. It was the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who said:
"This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3)
GOD REVEALS HIMSELF
What does the Bible tell us about God?
First, let us take note of what the Bible does not tell us about God.
It does not tell us what God looks like. Because of this we may be sure that it is best for us not to concern ourselves with the question of God's appearance. Our knowledge and experience is so limited that even if we were given a description of the appearance of the Creator, we might not be able to understand it. Instead, God invites us to learn other things about Him —things that we are able to understand. From the Bible we learn about the works, the ways and the purposes of God; His character; what pleases Him and what displeases Him. We learn how we may serve Him acceptably, and what the future holds for us if we give to God the honour that is His due.
3-THE GOD OF THE BIBLE
CONFUSION AMONGST CHRISTIANS
Christians, of all people, ought to be readers of the Bible. Recog​nising that it has come from God, they ought to appreciate its worth and read it diligently throughout their lives. Only those who do this can learn the truth about God, and know how to worship Him acceptably.
Unfortunately, most Christians have neglected the one book that can help them, and the result has been ignorance and confusion.
ONE GOD
The Bible teaches that there is one God, and only one. Many who claim to be Christians believe that there are three persons who are entitled to the name of God —the three persons of the trinity, as they call them —the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. There are many passages in the Bible that show how wrong these people are. For example:
"Hear 0 Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord'.' (Deuteronomy
6:4) "Oh yes" they would reply, "one God, but three persons'.' But this
is obviously not correct, as the following scriptures show:
"But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him'.' (1 Corinthians 8:6) "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5)
Note that, according to the first passage, the one God is the Father, and does not include the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not God.
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST-A MEDIATOR
The second passage (1 Timothy 2:5) is very instructive. Like the first, it tells us that God is one person, and it adds to this the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is a mediator between God and man. This means that he bridges the great gulf between God, the
Creator, and the creature called man. If we are to approach God, we can only do it through the Lord Jesus. As Jesus himself said: "I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me!' (John 14:6)
Who then is the Lord Jesus Christ, that he alone is able to do this great work? The passage from Timothy, quoted above, tells us that he was a man. It was because he was a man that he was tempted, suffered and died. But this is not all that we need to know about the Lord Jesus Christ. In one extremely important respect Jesus stands alone.
THE FATHER AND THE SON
What do these expressions really mean when they are applied to God and the Lord Jesus? Why is God called Father? Why is Jesus called Son? The answer is astonishingly simple —so simple that most people have missed the obvious truth. Jesus is called Son of God because God was his Father. It was the Father who caused the Son to be born.
But how could God, the Creator of the universe, be the Father of a man? The Bible itself reveals that Jesus had no human father; it was by the power of God, called the Holy Spirit, that a woman, a virgin named Mary, conceived and bore her holy child. An angel had explained to Mary how it would happen:
"The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35)
"GOD IS SPIRIT"
God then comes first; He is the Father. His power is absolute; He is everywhere present. The word that describes this power and universality of God is 'Spirit! Recognising that God is everywhere, and that there can be no escape from Him, the psalmist cried:
"Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? (Psalm 139:7).
See how the word 'Spirit' is used to express the thought that God is everywhere. As the Lord Jesus said of his Father: "God is Spirit" (John 4:24-R.S.V.).
If then we think of God as the One who comes first —as the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ; and if we think of the Lord Jesus as God's Son, who came to do his Father's will; and of the Holy Spirit as the power of Almighty God —we shall avoid a great deal of confusion. And- even more important —we shall be basing our understanding on the Bible, the Word of God.
4-THE WAY OF OBEDIENCE
"IN THE BEGINNING"
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth!'
The Bible begins with these words, and then goes on to give an account of God's further creative work on the earth. Everything, including man, is created by God.
God's message begins in this way because this is obviously the right way to begin. God comes first, and everything else is there because of God.
The One who has created all things is the Possessor of all things. God is God; He is in command; His Word \s law.
THE WAY OF DISOBEDIENCE
Next, the Bible tells us that God, whose word is law, gave in​structions to the human beings whom He had created. If they wanted to live and enjoy God's blessing, they would have to obey Him. If they disobeyed God, they would die.
Our first parents did, in fact, disobey God, and were condemned to death. To Adam, the first man, God said;
"Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return!' (Genisis 3:19)
Children follow their parents. All the children of Adam and Eve, the first human pair, have followed their parents along the way of
disobedience. They are all sinners, and they are all dying creatures because of sin. There is a passage in the New Testament which expresses this very clearly:
"As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin-and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12)
It is important for us to accept the fact that we are children of Adam. We are members of a rebel race. Continually, we are doing those things of which God does not approve. Our thoughts are selfish and unworthy. In Paul's words, we are "children of dis​obedience;" and in the language of the Lord Jesus, we are on the broad road that leads to destruction.
"OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH"
One man was different —the Lord Jesus himself. Although he was a member of the human race; although he was tempted in all points as we are —his obedience to God was unswerving. "He was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross'.'
Because he subjected his will so completely to the will of his Father, God raised Jesus from the dead and made him immortal.
The Lord Jesus Christ had no human father. It was the Holy Spirit, the power of God, that caused him to be born, and for this reason he was, from his birth, the Son of God. By his complete obedience,
he proved himself a worthy son, and after his resurrection he shared the nature of his Father.
THE CALL OF CHRIST
The Lord Jesus invited us to forsake Adam and follow him; to leave the broad way that leads to destruction, and follow him along the narrow way that leads to life.
To express it in another way, like Jesus we must recognise that God is God, and obey Him. The God who comes first in the universe, who comes first in the Bible and who comes first in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, must come first in our lives too.
5-PEACE WITH GOD
Let us go back to the thought that the Lord Jesus Christ bridges
the great gulf between God and man. This he does in two ways:
1 — He brings God to us.
2— He brings us to God.
THE LORD JESUS BRINGS GOD TO US
The first chapter of John's gospel helps us to understand this. After saying that "no man hath seen God at any time!' John goes on to say that "the only begotten son . . . hath declared him" (John 1:18). Because God cannot be seen by man —He is so great —He has appointed a representative to meet us on our own
level and tell us all we need to know about Him. If we give heed to the teaching of Jesus, we shall learn about God.
That is why, in the same chapter, Jesus is called the Word of God He is like a letter or a book, written by God, telling us about Himself- about His ways, His purposes and His character.
Jesus does more than tell us what God is like: he shows us what God is like. In everything he does, Jesus fulfils the will of his Father; he lives out God's principles in human life.
The most effective way that the Lord Jesus could tell people that they ought to be obedient to God was by his own obedience to God. The most impressive way that Jesus could teach people about the love of God was by demonstrating this love in his own life. Similarly, the sternness of Jesus, his hatred of wickedness, his abhorrence of hypocrisy were attitudes that told people —and tell us— how God regards sin.
Jesus shows people what God is like by the quality of his life. This explains his words to Philip: "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father!' (John 14:9)
Here too is the explanation of Paul's description of Jesus as "the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature" (Colossians 1:15). In his character and in his ways, the Lord Jesus was the living image of the living God.
Paul's description of Jesus reminds us of the words of Genesis 5:1:
"God created man, in the likeness of God made he him" It was God's intention that man should be a living image of Himself; that man should be like God in character and attributes, only obviously on a much, much smaller scale. Through disobedience Adam, the first of the human creation failed. Thus the image was marred and the creation ruined.
Because of this, God created a new image of Himself, who would be the first of a new creation. The question that should concern each of us is: Are we a part of this new creation?
THE LORD JESUS BRINGS US TO GOD
Of course Jesus does not take us literally to heaven: the Scriptures do not promise this. What Jesus does is to invite us —"children of disobedience;' as we are —to unite ourselves with him. Thus we become a part of the new Christ-creation that is at peace with God. Adam was expelled from Eden, and he took us out with him, so to speak. Through the Lord Jesus Christ we may again enjoy the blessings of Eden restored.
It is by baptism that we unite ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is our way of showing that we want to belong to this new creation that is at peace with God. Through baptism we identify ourselves with the Lord Jesus in death and in life. Going into the water--this means death to the old nature that we inherit from Adam; coming up out of the water —this is a symbol of resurrection
to a new Christ-life of obedience to God. Paul explains this in Romans 6:4:
"We are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life'.'
New creatures in Christ; part of God's new creation; peace with the great Creator —can anything in the world compare with this? No wonder John exclaims triumphantly:
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:1,2)
If therefore we take the first step in a new life of obedience by submitting to baptism; and if, with help from God, we cultivate an obedient, Christ-like character, we shall become like our Lord both in character and nature when he returns to the earth. What a prospect! But what a responsibility!
6-OUR RESPONSIBILITY
Why do so many people try to persuade themselves and their fellow-men that there is no God? Why do they try to convince each other that the Bible is not a message from God? The answer to both questions is the same. They want to be free —free from the authority of God; free from the disciplined life that the Bible, the Word of God, requires of them. They want to be free to please themselves.
Because these people think that serving God will make them unhappy, they work hard looking for reasons why they should be unbelfevers. Indeed, they work so hard trying to get away from God^that they make it clear that they are greatly impressed by God's importance and His power. In the same way they pay a great compliment to the importance of the Bible by criticising it so vigorously.
How foolish they are to think they can live happy and successful lives without obeying the Creator of the universe! It is not only our duty, but also our privilege to read the Bible and obey God. Our happiness, our eternal happiness, depends upon obedience.
CONVINCING EVIDENCE
Disobedience is utterly inexcusable because God has presented the
world with convincing evidence that He is in control, and that He demands obedience. The evidence? The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
The fact of Jesus' resurrection has been placarded before the world. Those who deny this fact are closing their eyes to the most dramatic divine breakthrough of all time. Our very system of dating is based on the life of a man who would long since have been almost forgotten but for the fact of his resurrection. So convinced were those early Christians by the evidence of his resurrection that they were willing to suffer persecution and death for the privilege of telling the world that Jesus was alive. Dare we call these courageous men deceivers? And if you should be tempted to suggest that they were themselves deceived, just read their accounts in the gospels, and then ask yourself if these writers were feeble-minded men who were not capable of weighing the evid​ence.
Saul of Tarsus (afterwards called Paul) was so convinced that Jesus was alive that he changed from being the most dedicated destroyer of Christianity to its most powerful preacher. He was one of those who suffered persecution and death for preaching the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It was Paul who proclaimed that because God has given the world such convincing evidence of His concern, He commands all men, everywhere to repent.
"God now commandeth all men every where to repent: because
he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 17:30:31)
We often hear about God's invitation, but a stronger word is used

here. God commands us to repent. He commands us to make a

break with the past, and to follow His Son along the way of

obedience. There will be a day of reckoning. The resurrected one is

the appointed judge. We disobey God's command at our peril.

"Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed; but he that

feareth the commandment shall be rewarded'.' (Proverbs 13:13)
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