THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST— THE ONLY CHRISTIAN HOPE
By F.W.TURNER
C

HRIST IS COMING!—to rule the world in righteousness to the honour of God and fur the blessing of mankind! This is the inspiring message of hope which the Christian faith offers to this troubled and perplexed world. And tin-signs of the times proclaim that Christ is coming soon!
Surely the world needs this message of hope and the assurance of its certain realisation, for the outlook before, us is one of anxiety and bewilderment. Twice in the lifetime of many of our readers have the nations of the world been locked together in a life-or-death struggle; and the threat of a still greater world conflict with the associated horrors of nuclear warfare fills the mind with foreboding, in spite of sincere and determined attempts by statesmen of many countries towards better understanding and goodwill in international relationships, little progress has been made. Peace and security seem beyond the power of man. The words of the Lord Jesus Christ in his Mount Olivet prophecy, in which he foretold the condition of the world at his return, seem to receive striking fulfilment in our day: "upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity ... men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21 : 25, 26).
Not only in international affairs is the outlook grave and frustrating. In political and social affairs there are serious problems, sometimes provoking demonstrations of unrest and even violence. There is no need to say more here about the extremely disquieting situation which has arisen and which is affecting the lives of all of us.
The moral and spiritual aspects of present dav society are equally disturbing. Our age has seen an increasingly marked drift away from religion, and a decline in moral standards. A leading thinker, the late Sir Richard Livingstone, spoke of his generation as "The Age without Standards"; today, a genera​tion later, hardly anyone would deny that the trend has increased. Not without reason are the leaders of religious thought deeplv concerned at this feature of modem life. Some
time ago in the Report of the Commission appointed b\ ihe Archbishops of Canterbury and York, entitled l'n\,\(rds tit,' ;'-,::.'.-;-5/n:; ,,f t:. ;n'!..t;ul, the eanses of the drift irons religion were eaieiV.hv analysed, and the frank confession made that "the weakness (not to say tile sin) of the Church in our genera​tion ha:- been the lendeiicv to preach 'another Gospel', or a partial Gospel". The remedy- the only remedy—-to combat this decline suggested in the Report is to gel "i'.ack to the Bible! to the whole- Counsel of God", emphasising that the Gospel needed ior this twentieth century is identical with the Gospel preached by jcsils and his Apostles.
\Ye sincerely approve and support this appeal to get "Hack to the Bible", to read its message and follow its teach​ing. Fur in its pages we i'md the solution for all the troubles which perplex and balile mankind and learn of the Divine purpose of'the coming Kingdom of God to be established upon the earth, to bring holiness, blessing and peace to men, and glory and honour to God Himself.
The verv centre of that Divine pin pose is the personal i'ctnr:i <>l Icsiis Clu-i.sl ti> the earth: he is God's anointed King to rule'the world in righteousness. Our only aim in this pamphlet is to place before you the clear and convincing evidence from the teaching of Christ and his Apostles con​cerning his Second Coining and what is involved in it. Study the. evidence with the Bible open before you, read for yourself the passages quoted: weigh the conclusions drawn from the Scriptures, and we are convinced that you will be assured that the onlv Christian hope for your own salvation and for the wider blessing of mankind, is in ihe personal return of Jesus Christ lo ihe Iv.irlh.
the rk/itkn or chkist--a fcndamkntal bei.ief ok the faki.y church
That the Second Coming of Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom of God upon earth were taught by Christ and his Apostles, and believed by the early Christian Church, hardlv needs demonstration: it is recognised as one; of the facts of history. The famous historian Gibbon, for example, in his Decline ninl I'u/l of /lie Rt>m«n Km/iire, regards the bold
preaehmg of this do'-lrine as on.- ul the causes which led to the rapid spread of the early (. hristian Church, and states that the belief in the .Millennium -that is. the reign on earth of Christ and the Saints lor a thousand vears "appears to have been the ivig-ning sentiment of orthodox ]>elic\ers". The reason \ehy that belief was so widespread is not far to seek: it was the kernel of the Guspei preached bv Christ and his Apostles.
SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE FOR THE RETURN OF CHRIST
I lie Scriptural evidence relating to the Second Coming of Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth is overwhelming in its fulness and deimiteness; we can but briefly summarise some of the evidence here, and recommend a careful reading of the Word of God for further enlightenment.
1.     Christ's Teiiclti;u;
The Gospel record of Luke (8 : 1) says that "Jesus went throughout every city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God, and ihe twelve (apostles) were with him". Many of his parables were based on (his theme. In one of them we are expressly told (Luke 19 : 1!) that Jesus "added and spake a parable" because his hearers "thought that the Kingdom of God should immediately appear". Then follows the Parable of the Nobleman who "went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return", leaving his servants to carry out their duties during his absence. The meaning of the parable is clear: Jesus is the Nobleman, the far country is Heaven, from which he will return when he has received the Kingdom, and then he will judge iiis sen ants and reward them "according lo (heir works".
'1.      Christ's I'l-iiphecy t» his Apostles
Ivcen more emphatic is Christ's prophecy to his Apostles given immediately before his agony and crucifixion. They had asked him what would be the signs of his coming and of the end ol the world. In his reply Jesus gave them many indica​tions of world events, such as the scattering of the jews into all nations, and then described the state of the world like this:
"And   there  shall  be   ...   upon  the earth  distress oi nations \\aih perplexity  ...  men's hearts failing them  for
fear,   and for  looking after   those  tiling that are coining on tile eartli..."
It is a description which is startlmgK true ol ttir nioileni world. P>nt immediately Jesus adds:
"And Ihfii skull lliev see the Son oj nuin cmnin^ ... with power and great glory" (Luke 21 : 25-27).
Can we wonder then that the Apostles believed in the return of |esus to the earth in view ol this explicit declaration from the lips of the l.unl liimseltr'
3.     The Angel's Teslimonv at the Ascension oj Jesus
They were soon to receive an astonishing confirmation of Christ's promise to come again. After his crucifixion and glorious resurrection from the dead, we are told that Jesus showed himself alive to his apostles "by man}1 infallible proofs, being seen of them forty flays, and speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God" (Acts 1 : 3). They are with him for the last time on the Mount of Olives; suddenly lie is taken up from them into heaven. As they look earnestly towards heaven, behold two men stand by them dressed in white--the angels of God—and this is what they say:
"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into he.iven? This same Jesus, which is taken np from you into heaven, sliall so come in like milliner as ve hare seeJi In in xf> into heaven."
I low precise and emphatic arc these angelic words! There can be no possibility of doubt about their meaning. "This siime /'e.iiis shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." Mow had he gone into heaven? Actually, literally and bodily. How then will he return from heaven? Actually, literally and bodily. There is no possible alternative. Thus Christ's last appearance on earth is coupled with the angelic declaration of his return to the earth.
4.     The Testimony of the A pasties
To his Apostles, who had received his solemn promise that lie would come again,  and who had  heard  the angelic
confirmation of that promise on the Mount of Olives, Christ had committed the important work of preaching the Gospel among all nations. To guard them against any possible error or misunderstanding of his teaching, and to assist them in this great endeavour, there was bestowed on them the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, which Christ said would bring all tilings to their remembrance and would guide them into all truth (John 14 : 26; IB : 13). Did the return of Jesus Christ to the earth and the establishment of the Kingdom of God find any place in their preaching of the Gospel Christ had committed to them? We have the record of their work in the Ads of the Apostles, and a reflection of their teaching in the many epistles written by them to the various churches they established throughout the Roman Empire, and we can examine that record for ourselves. What do we find? Almost without exception the writers of the New Testament refer to the return of the Lord Jesus, some of them in detail. Such is the emphasis placed on this doctrine by the New Testament writers. Need we wonder, then, that this belief, as Gibbon remarked, became "the reigning sentiment ol orthodox believers" in the early Christian Church;1
Y\ e cannot quote fully here the evidence in the apostolic writings in support of this teaching; but we can refer to one or two testimonies to sec the nature of the witness borne to this important doctrine.
5.     The Witness of the Apostle Peter
Peter, we remember from the record in the Gospels, was present when Christ prophesied his own coming again; he was also present on Mount Olivet and heard the angels declare that Jesus should return in like manner as the Apostles had seen him go into heaven. Peter also received the promised gift of the Holy Spirit bestowed by God. In the third chapter of the Acts of the Apos/les we have the record of Peter speaking under the influence, of the Holy Spirit, after he and his companion John had performed a notable miracle of healing on a lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. Speaking boldly to the crowds who only a few weeks before had clamoured for the crucifixion of Jesus and who had witnessed his death,Peter declares:
"Repent ye then-lore, and be converted, lhai \oni sins may be blotted out, when the limes ot re'reshing shall come from the presence ol the Lord; and he --'liill sent' Jesus Chi'isf. . . . \',TiOm the heaven must receive until (he times d| restitution ol all tilings, which (rod hath spoken by the mouth of all his hob; prophets since the world began" (Acts 3 : 19-21).
There is no mistaking this emphatic language: "(',»,i sliall send /csiis Clii'isl"'. his stay in heaven is not for ever: it is limited, and his return is associated with "times of restitution" (or restoration! promised bv God previously through His prophets of old, so showing us that the return of Jesus Christ to the earth is tin- climax of the purpose of God foreshadowed prophetically throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.
Peter's belief in the Second Coming of Christ, declared so cleadv ni ihis record in the Ads of the Apostles, did not change with the passage of time; for in his epistles, written towards tin-close of his life, he- still looked forward to "the appearing of (esus Christ" (1 Peter 1 : 7), and condemned the scullers who asked, "Where is the promise of his coming?" ('2 Peter H : -1). There is thus a consistent witness throughout Peter's long life to this important doctrine.
6..The Witness of the Apostle Paul
The great Apostle to the Gentiles is in a \erv real sense a special witness to the belief of the early Christian Church in the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. True, Paul was not present when Christ uttered to his Apostles the prophecy ol Ins Second Coming: nor was he with them on the Mount of Olives when the angels declared that Christ would return to the earth. Why then should \\e quote Paul as an authority on ihis question? For a very good, reason - because the glorified and exalted Jesus appeared to Paul after his ascension and revealed himself to him. The story of the "conversion of Saul" tells how this persecutor of the earlv Christians was halted by tin-Lord [esns on tlv road to Damascus, and transformed into
"Panl the Apostle": and from that time forth "preached the laith which once he destroyed". Paul is careful to insist throughout his ministry on behalf of Christ that his knowledge o| ( hristian doctrine was not received from any human source not even from those chosen Apostles of the Lord '</>/ directly from Jesus Christ himself. Thus in his letter to the (rtiliiliiins he declares: "I certify you. brethren, thai (lie gospel which was preached of me is not after man. Lor I neither received it of man, neither was 1 taught it, hut !>v the rcreleition ;>f Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1:11, !'_'). How valuable therefore is Paul's evidence, and how unique are his claims as an independent witness!
Did Paul believe and teach the Second Coming of Christ? Even a rapid reading of his epistles to the churches he founded reveals how frequently this doctrine is the subject of his leaching, fake as examples the two epistles addressed to the I hessalonians: every chapter in these two epistles contains a relerence to it. Some of these references are quite incidental (an important indication that the doctrine was fully known and accepted by both Paul and his readers): others are more definite and direct. How emphatic is the following declaration in his first epistle:
"For this we say unto you bv tl'.e ;e<>ril of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (or precede) them which are asleep. Lor flu- Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise tirst" (1 Thess. 4:15 and 16).
finis Paul, writing with authority from Christ, testifies to the return ol the Lord, and associates his coming with the resurrection of the dead -a most important point, as we shall see later.
In his second letter to the fiiessaloinans Paul informs his Christian readers that
" I he Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with Ins mighty angels, in flaming lire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" ('J Thess. 1 : 7. 8),
and speaks of the glorification of the saints "in that clay". It is worth while reading these two epistles through—it would only take a short time to appreciate how fully this doctrine is woven into the teaching of the great Apostle to the Gentiles.
Paul laboured in the work of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ for over thirty years, during which he wrote the thirteen epistles in the New Testament bearing his name, and we are able to compare his views at different stages of his work. We have quoted from two of his earliest epistles. His last letter—the second epistle to Timothy, written when he was expecting to seal his testimony by martyrdom— shows no change regarding his belief in the Second Coming of the Lord. In that letter he states his personal hope and confidence in the doctrine he had espoused, and for so long had taught, and adds this moving declaration:
"For 1 am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth (her*1 is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that clay; and not to me only, but unto all them also that lore his upptarini;" (2 Tim. 4 : 6 to 8).
7.     77k' Last Message of Jesus Christ
The verses already examined—and thev form but a frac​tion of the evidence to be found in the writings of the Apostles -should be sufficient to convince the reader of the truth and the importance of the Second Coming of Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom of God upon the earth. We must, however, refer to the crowning glory of New Testament witness to this doctrine—the last message from Jesus Christ himself, sent from heaven about the end of the First Century especially for the specific enlightenment of his servants. This message is contained in the last book of the Bible—the Book of Revelation. The. opening words of the book reveal its purpose:
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass."
Does lhe risen and glorified Christ in this final message speak of his Second Coming? Undoubtedly. In the very first chapter (verse 7) we read:
"Behold, he enmeth with clouds: and every eye shall see him, and thev also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen."
Does this last message of Christ speak of his reign on earth? Undoubtedly, for in chapter five is recorded the following Song of the Redeemed:
"Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy Wood out of every kindred and tongue, and people, and nation: and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: find tee shall reign on the earth" (verse 9-10).
And again, in chapter 20:
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and ahull reign n'ith him a thousand vein's" (verse 6).
Finally, in the last chapter of this last message the Lord Jesus states three times, "Behold ! I come quickly". The very last promise in the whole of the \Yord of God is from Jesus himself that he will come again:
"He which testifieth these things saith, Sitrelv I come quickly" (Rev. 22 : 20).
In view of the solemnitv of that declaration, the only possible response of the true Christian must be that uttered by the beloved Apostle John who received this message from Christ:
"P.ren so, eome\   Lord Jesus."
the  retprx ok christ the centre of christian  hope
So far we have confined our attention to the inspired testimony of Christ and his Apostles regarding the certainty of his coming again. T,et us now look at the question from a somewhat different angle. All Christians look forward to the realisation of certain definite hopes upon which their faith is centred—the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
taithluh i he abolition of death, the enjoyment (A imni'irtalitv. (he establishmenl of the Kingdom of (.iod, l.he blessnu;' of all na I !o,is. I las ; ( oeeunvd to voti that all these hopes depend for iheir fulfilment on the return of Jesns Christ to the earth, and that unless and until lie reluriis they cannot possihlv !»• realised;' .\n examination of the reaching; of ('hrist and hi> A post li-s eonvi nee-, us o| the trntli of (his view.
'deal", it may be ur^ed, "does not the doctrine ol the immortality oi the soul expressly provide for all these Christian hop's being readised without the necessity of waiting for the N'cond Coming ol Christ? Surely these important beliefs are not dependent on that one event? Do not 'the souls ol the believers at death immediately pass into glory'?"
THE “IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL”
There wuld be much weight in this point of \-je\v /,' tiie dnotiinr ol the humortaliiv of the soul were in fact taught m i he Serip! ures,    But this is not the c;',se: never from the first \rjNe ol Gem sis to- the last verse of Revelation do we find the i>'>! >^^-. "immortal soul" or "immortality of the soul", although t he I '.ible mentions "soul" hundreds of times!  What we c/o find oil the contrary are such expressions as: "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Kzek. 18 : 4, 20): "\\'hai  man is he I hat liveth. and shall not see death?    Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?" (Psa. 89 : 48). Christ's own words give a very different impression from the popular  idea   of  the   indestructibility  of  the  human   soul
"!-'car him which is able to ift^l/'nv both :«>itl and bodv in hell (Gehenna)" (Matt. ID : 28).
It is a widely recognised fact (hat the doctrine ol the immortalitv of the soul is not taught iu the Bible. Many well-known leaders of religions thought have expressed themselves in no uncertain voice on this matter. A recent pronouncement on this <|uestion is to be found in the Report already referred to on pa:,v two :
"the idea of the inherent indestructibility ol (In​human soul (or consciousness) owes its origin to Greek, not to Bible, sources. The central theme ol the New
Testament is eternal life, not for anybody  and everybody . but for believers in Chist as risen from the dead" (Report page 23)
THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY
I f then the doctrine of I lie I mm"' 'ah I \' of t he •;•• uii ]-- noi a Bible doctrine, what is the true doeirni'- of ma ii'.rtalit \ taughl in the Bible? It may be siimman>ed as follows:
(a)  God only has immortality (1 Tim. (i : Hi).
(b)  Man is mortal because of sin (Rom. r> : 12).
(c) God  has  promised   immortality   to   man   a>  a   gift
conditionally on faith and obedience (1   John 2 : 2-S:
John 3 : 16).
(d)  This gift of immortality is centred   in Christ   (Rom. (i : 23).
(e)   Christ bronchi i( (o h-ht (hroii-h ihedospel (2  I'im. I  : 101.
(f)   Its rcalisal ion. is dependent on ! h°' i e-ui a ee| ion of i he
body (John (i : 4D; 1 Cor. 1,S : 42 55i.
 (g')   Resurrection can only take pl,,ce at the r<'tuni oi the Lord Jesus (1 Thess.  t : Hi;'.
How logical is the Bible doctrine of iminortalil v! And how important becomes the Second Coming of ('hri^t in relation lo it! I'mil Christ returns all that the true Christian anxiously anticipates cannot be realised: but when Christ returns what momentous events will occur! The resurrection of the dead. Ihe judgment, resulting in the separation ol faithful and unfaithful the bestowal of immortality by the change of I his "body of humiliation" to the likeness of his glorious body, the reward promised for faithful following of the Lord's commands. All these—and much more -depend upon the return of the l.ord Jesus Christ.
The True Christian’s Hope
This    then   is    the individual hope of  the true Christian.
Dismissing    the    m^criptnral    doctrine    ol    man's    inhi rent innnorialitv, he looks forward to the reinrn of the Lord Jesus
Christ as the necessary condition for tlie fuliilmcnl nf th>> precious promises of (rod to man. Death for him is not "the gateway to life", but a sleep of unconsciousness to be broken in the case of Christ's servants by the call of the Master. He rejects the Greek philosophical idea of the immortality of the soul and embraces instead the Christian belief in the resur​rection of the body. He seeks not a kingdom in the skies, "beyond the bounds of time and space", but waits for the Kingdom of God to be; established on the earth, in accordance' with the prayer taught by Christ to his followers—"Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Realising the conditional nature of the promises of God, he has believed the Gospel preached by Christ and his Apostles—"the whole counsel of God" --and has obeyed it, as directed, by baptism into Christ; like the Thessalonian believers of old he has "turned from idols"— (he creation of human speculation and imagination—"to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven", confident in the assurance that "lie thai shall come, will come and will not tarry".
A  Wider Aspect of the Gospel-The Blessing of All Nations
The Christian hope, however, is not confined to the salvation of the individual. The glad "tidings of the Kingdom of God" preached by Christ and his Apostles involve a much wider purpose -"the blessing of all nations"—and the return of Jesus to take up his divinely-appointed mission as King over (he whole earth will ensure the realisation of this glorious ideal.
It is God's declared intention that mankind shall not be left to itself to work out its own destiny. God has repeatedly stated in His Word that He will intervene in human affairs to establish His Kingdom on the earth. Thus in the prophecy of Daniel we read:
"In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven scl up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed . . . it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" (Dan. '1 : 44).
Let us note' the clear indication here given of drastic Divine intervention: the Kingdom of God is not to come by the peaceful penetration of Christian ideals amongst the nations of the world, but it is to "break in pieces and consume" all other kingdoms, and to be established on their ruins. This irruption of file Kingdom of God into human affairs is frequently referred to in the Scriptures and should be to us a warning to anticipate its establishment suddenly at a time when men generally are not expecting it. Christ tells us clearly that the world will not be prepared to receive him when tie returns "as a thief". So, when mankind is totally unprepared—wholly taken up with its own affairs, "eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage"—God will "send Jesus Christ" to carry out the great programme of events outlined in His Word, one of the most important items of which is "to put down all rale and all authority" of human origin, and to rule the world in righteousness. Thus, "the kingdoms of this world" are to "become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. 11 : 15).
The millennial reign of Christ and the saints on the earth has for its great object the restoring of the harmony between God and men which was destroyed by man's disobedience in Eden, and perpetuated by his subsequent rebellion and way​wardness throughout human history. Christ's beneficent rule of power will enforce righteousness in the earth; God will be honoured and obeyed, and man will reap the benefits of true worship and willing obedience.
the beneficial effects of chkist's reign
It is not difficult for us to conceive how perfectly the Divine scheme, unfolded in the Gospel, solves the problems which today afflict mankind and baffle the statesmen of all nations. We have only to consider the fact that Christ will be King over all the earth to realise that we have at once a complet e solution to the difficulties which at present defy solution. Who could we suggest as more suitable for this position than Christ? Think of the impress his life1 and teaching have already made on the world! "The simple record of three short years of active life", says Lecky in his History of European Morals, has done more to regenerate and soften mankind than rill the
disquisition-; ol philosophers, ami all tilr oxhortat ions of nioiah-ts." It Jesus exerted such an inlhu-nce when he came tin' iirst tinir as die lo\vly carpenter of Xaxareth, a-; a Lanii) of God to suffer and in die, \\hut will he the effect oi his presence \vheii he conn s in immortal strength, to reign as King over the whole earth, not lor three short years, hut fora thousand yearsr \\ill any problem be beyond his power to solver Tin- Word .,.f God tesiilies how completely and how bcnehcentlv he will rem-ive the troubles \\liich now perplex mankind.
The Problem of War
llns perhaps more than any other problem, has laid its icy grip on the hearts of men and women today. The dread of yet another total war, with all the hideous potentialities of modern scientitic invention, dominates human thought, destroying peace of mind, creating depression and crippling initiative, lint in the coming Kingdom of God war will be unknown and the fear of war non-existent. Instead of a multiplicity oi "poucrs" in the earth, some great anil others small, with their various ideals and aspirations, there will be only one i'ower --an Absolute Power—in control of the world. Xo need then for a Tinted Nations Organisation to consider international problems, for these will not arise: no need then lor a Security Council to prevent war: Christ will see to that. He is "Prince of Peace". He "will speak peace to the nations", and as a result ol his wise and righteous rule ''nation shall not hit tip sword against nation, neither shall they learn war am more" (Isa. 2 : 4). How beautifully does the prophet portray the characteristic of the Coming Age: "The work of righteous​ness shall be peace: and the effect of righteousness quietness aaid assurance for ever" (isa. 32 : 17). That is what the world earnestly desires: that is what the world will receive in the mercy of God under the- reign of Christ.
OTHer problems solved
Xo! only will the problem of war be solved, but all the other perplexities which battle mankind will be removed. \\ e can only briefly mention some of them here. I he economic problem will cease M exist, lor "then the earth \\ill yield her
increase", and human greed and incompetence \\iii be sup​pressed. Xo injustice or oppression will be tolerated in that Age, for "in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgement, and hasting righteousness" lisa. Hi : 5'. The problem of religion will find a complete solution, for in that age "all shall know the Lord from the leas! unto the greatest" (Jer. 31 : 34;-.: and they will "call upon the name ol the Lord, to serve him with one consent" j/eph. 3 : 9). Thus it will be truly said at that time, "The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea" (Isa. 11 : 9). \Vilh the restraint- upon sin imposed by the rule of Christ, and with the growth of righteousness resulting from true religion, the evil and suffering which result from sin will be reduced and finally eradicated. Death will be abolished -for as the inspired Apostle Paul tells us, Christ "must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death" (I Cor. 15 : 25, 2(i).
God all in all
When this great work has been accomplished Christ's reign on earth will end; for lie will "deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father, . . . and be subject unto him, that (Jod may be ail in all" (1 Cor. 15 : 24, 28). The Divine purpose with the earth will then be accomplished: sin, evil, disease and death will have been abolished; Paradise will have been restored, and God and man reconciled; the Song of the Angels will have become a blessed reality: gi.oky to god in thf highest, and on kaki'h Ph.\ei{, gi>oi>wii.i. towai;i> .Mi-x (Luke 2 : 141.
Such is the glorious message of hope which true Christ​ianity offers to the world and to every man and woman who will give heed to it. These are the "glad tidings" which Christ proclaimed when he was here before, and which his Apostles carried throughout the world in the First Century. There is no other Gospel and no other hope ottered by the Christian religion. The fulfilment of that hope awaits the return of Jesus from heaven: the signs of the times proclaim the nearness of Ins Advent. Will his coming lie lo yon "as a thief in the night.”or will you be ready and waiting for him?”blessed is that servand whom his Lord when he cometh shall find watching.”
F.W.TURNER
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