I became aware of the Charismatic movement almost as soon as I decided to investigate the claims of Jesus Christ. Among the churches that I visited at that time there were many Charismatic members, and since that time I have talked with many members of Pentecostal communities. The one common point of all the Charismatics and Pentecostals that I have met is their conviction that the Holy Spirit works directly through them, guiding their beliefs and often bestowing a gift or gifts, such as tongues, healing or prophecy.

The sincerity of Charismatics and Pentecostals is usually impressive; one can only conclude that they genuinely believe that their spirit really is from God. However, sincerity of belief is not enough to ensure that you are right, and I have never met a Charismatic or a Pentecostal who has ever tested his spirit to find out whether it really is from God. Indeed, the usual response to the question: "Have you ever tested the spirit that you claim to have, to see if it is from God?" is one of indignation, based on the mistaken idea that one should never test the spirit.

Such an attitude is not in harmony with the word of God, which tells us that we must 'test every spirit.to see whether it is from God'. For example:

"Prove (test) all things: hold fast that which is good."

(1 THESSALONIANS 5:21)

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." a JOHN 4-.i)

The word of God is quite clear: you must test every "spirit", whether your own or anyone else's, to see whether it really is from God. One cannot test a spirit against itself - this would be circular - so there is no point in saying, "I just know that this spirit which I have is from God". Neither can one test one's own spirit against another man's spirit, for how can one tell that the second spirit is from God? No more can one rely on signs and miracles to test a spirit: the fact that a healing has taken place or a miracle been performed is not enough to show that a spirit is from God - as the word of God shows:

"For there shall arise ... false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."

(MATTHEW 24:24)
"If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and g/'veth thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spoke unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; thou shall not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God

proveth yOU ..." (DEUTERONOMY 13 13)

So anyone claiming to be from God who preached contrary to what God had previously taught, was to be rejected - even though he could work signs and miracles!

Similarly, one cannot rely on personalities or those in authority, no matter how well accredited they seem to be. The Apostle Paul writes:

"But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." (GAUWANS i:8)

It follows from this that no modern evangelist or believer can be exempt from such testing.

This last quotation from God's Word shows the true method by which "spirits" must be tried. Is their teaching in harmony with what has already been revealed in God's word? This was the method used by the Bereans when they tested even the Apostle Paul's teaching, and God praises them for what they did.

"These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." (Acts I7:ii)

The "spirit" which you claim may not be from God. There are others, whose teachings differ from yours, who also claim most sincerely that their teaching is given them by the Holy Spirit. They too may be able to provide evidence of signs and wonders to back up their belief. The Bible warns us that there will be many who are deceived by false spirits in the last days. The only way to be sure about our own beliefs is to test them against the Word of God, which He gave to us by the Holy Spirit.

On the following pages are three simple tests to help you:
Three tests for truth...

Answer these three questions by your spirit - then check the response that you have obtained against the teaching of the Bible. If your ideas do not agree with the teaching of the Holy Spirit as recorded in the Bible, then they cannot be of God.

Question 1   is JESUS EQUAL TO GOD?

The Scriptures say of Jesus:

"Behold my servant, whom I have chosen" (MATTHEW 12-. 19 "My Father is greater than I" (the words of Jesus in JOHN ±4:28) "/ ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to

my God, and your God." (the words of Jesus in JOHN 20:17)

"... the head of every man is Christ; ... and the head

Of Christ is God. " (1 CORINTHIANS 1:3)

"... then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be

all in all." (I CORINTHIANS 15 28)

The Word of God is plain: Jesus is God's Son and God's servant; the Father is greater than Jesus, and is the God of Jesus. God is the head of Christ; in the Kingdom of God, Jesus will be subject to the Father. Thus, if you answered YES to this question, your answer is not in harmony with God's Word, and therefore it cannot be from him.

Question 2   is THERE A PART OF MAN WHICH

NEVER DIES, BUT CONTINUES TO LIVE AFTER THE BODY DIES?

The Scriptures say:

"For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shal! give thee thanks?" (PSALM 6:5)

"The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go

down into Silence." (PSALM 115:17)

"For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not anything ... their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished ... there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave

Whither thOU goest." (ECCLESIASTES 9:5.6,10)

"For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee..." (ISAIAH 38: is)

The Bible says: the dead have no conscious existence; they do not know anything or feel emotion. They cannot even praise God. The idea of an immortal soul or never-dying spirit is not found anywhere in the Bible. Immortality comes only by resurrection from the dead when Jesus comes back to the earth (see i CORINTHIANS 15:20-23, 51-54). Thus, if you answered YES to this question, your answer is not in harmony with God's Word.
Question 3    HAVE THOSE DEAD PEOPLE WHO ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH GONE TO HEAVEN TO BE WITH GOD?

The Scriptures say:

"No man hath ascended up to heaven ..." uoHN3:i3) '. "David is not ascended into the heavens." (ACTS 2:34)

"And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect." (HEBREWS 11:39,40)

"The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then shall he reward every man according to his works." (MATTHEW 16:27}

"Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the

earth" (MATTHEW 5:5)

The Word of God tells us that no man, not even a man after God's own heart like David, has gone to heaven; that those who died in faith have not yet received their reward; that the righteous will not be rewarded until the return of Jesus; and that the reward will be on earth and not in heaven.

If you answered YES to the third question your answer cannot be from God.

It is not possible to be in disagreement with the teaching of the Bible and to be guided into truth by the Holy Spirit at the same time. It follows from this that if even one of the tests above has shown that your beliefs differ from what God has revealed in the Scriptures, then your claim to guidance must be mistaken.

It is, of course, disturbing to doubt the 'guidance1 about which we have been certain, but it would be far more disturbing to be in conflict with God's word as revealed in the Bible. The only way that you can be certain that your faith is on a firm foundation is to receive it from the scriptures. If you wish to ensure that your faith is in harmony with God, then you must turn to the Bible, ignoring any promptings which may come to you from your own spirit or from others. The Bible will not let you down. If you require assistance in this, please write to us for any help that you feel you may need.

Do not rest with a partial testing of your beliefs. The tests contained in this very small leaflet are not enough. You need to test your beliefs against the whole Bible. Please write to us for a free Bible Reading Planner to help you to become more familiar with the Scriptures, and a free booklet called The Bible our Guide' which contains details of further matters in which you can test your beliefs against the teaching of the Scriptures.

.
John Thorpe
Note: All verses quoted in this leaflet are taken from the

Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible. They can only be

quoted briefly. There are very many more passages on all the

questions raised. This is why you need to read the Bible for yourself

to be sure that you are in harmony with what God says.

r | \j help you store up in your mind

JL the principles of truth and wisdom enshrined in God's book -the Bible, you are invited to write for a FREE copy of a DAILY BIBLE READING PLANNER with its 66 page booklet of helpful notes on each day's readings.

Your    eternal    salvation depends on your acceptance of the authority of God's book - the Bible. It will enlighten your mind; it will direct your thinking, God's thoughts will become your thoughts; God's ways will become your ways.

The Bible will establish your faith in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ who came to save those who hear, leam, believe and obey what God has revealed.
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