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THE PROMISED
Every spring the racks of brightly coloured packets appear. Pictures of colourful flowers of every imaginable variety decorate some of them, whilst others show vegetables of every sort. Not just the ones we normally think of, peas and carrots, but more exotic types as well, okra and aubergine, celeriac and artichoke.
Open one of those packets and you could be very disappointed. There will be no brightly coloured flowers, no tasty vegetables, only a few small seeds. Some are the size of a shrivelled pea, or bean, others so small that the unwary will quickly scatter them and they will become lost. If you did try to complain that the packet was misleading in its offer, only amusement would result. It is not the contents, but what they will become which is important. The tiny seeds, apparently lifeless, dry and dull, will grow into a plant like the one on the packet. It will need the right conditions, just warm enough, just moist enough, the type of soil it likes, before it will really grow. Whichever way up it is planted, the tiny shoot grows upwards, the root burrowing downwards, soon becoming a mature plant. It is only if the wrong type of plant resulted that there would be cause for complaint, if a packet showing tomatoes produced cucumber plants. Then there would have been a mistake in the packing. Tomatoes produce tomato seeds, and carefully tended grow into tomatoes.
It is for this reason that the Bible often uses the idea of the seed. It uses it to convey important ideas. Look at just a few, and see how the idea grows, just like the seed!
THE GARDEN OF EDEN
Before you say you do not believe the story of the Garden of Eden, think of one person who did. The Lord Jesus had no doubts about the Bible record of that story. He said "Have you not read that he who made them at the beginning made them male and female." (Matthew 19:4). If the Lord Jesus believed the Bible account, then if we reject it, we say that we do not believe him and his teaching.
The story is well known. Adam was placed in a beautiful garden, planted by God, God told him quite clearly that he was allowed to eat the fruit from any of the trees in the Garden, except one, which was right in the middle, the tree of knowledge of good and evil. If he ate the fruit from that tree he would die.
— THE
Jesus often used the of the seed in his parables. The one he
told about the sower is perhaps the best known. Jesus was
teaching in a boat on Lake Galilee, with the crowd who were
listening standing on the beach, It is possible that there was
actually a sower at work on the hillside where the audience could
see him. In this way they would remember the
very easily.
This parable is particularly helpful
Jesus explains it. The
sower was scattering the Some of it fell on the path at the
of the field and was eaten by the birds. Some of the other
fell on rocky ground, where the soil        thin. It sprang up well to
start off with, then when the scorching sun
up the soil it soon
withered, not having enough roots to survive. Lastly, some of the
fell on good ground. It grew, it produced grain, some produced an increase of one hundred times, some sixty and some only thirty, but it all grew.
Jesus explained the
like this. The is the word of God.
Some of it is heard by those who have no interest in it, they do not
understand how important it is. Then something comes along
and they forget all about it. That is the which fell on the path.
The shallow soil represents those who hear God's word, and at first
are very glad. But after a while other things begin to get in the way.
Eventually they forget all about it. The
which fell into the
thorny ground is like people who allow God's word to be choked by
"the cares of this world and the deceit/illness of riches". The
which falls on the good ground is like those who hear God's word,
and take notice of what it means. They try to follow the Lord Jesus,
and become more like him. So that when Jesus returns they will be
in his Kingdom.
The Sower must be an important parable. Three of the gospels record it. tt can be found in Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23, Mark 4:1-9 & 13-20, and Luke 8:4-8 & 11-15.
After he had been joined by his wife Eve, they did eat of the fruit of the tree. And they became dying creatures. Not only so, they had to leave the garden, which was a wonderful place, and work the land to produce the food they needed. The ground changed too. Now it grew thistles and thorns, as well as all the other plants. It was hard work, very hard work, very different from life in Eden. Adam and Eve must have bitterly regretted giving in to temptation. Without the promise which God gave them, it would have been hopeless. The promise has two references to seed, the seed of the woman, and the seed of the serpent. "So the Lord God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel... '"(Genesis 3:14-15).
Clearly the Bible does not mean the sort of seeds we buy in packets. The seed of the woman means her children, her descendants. The enmity between the descendants of the woman and of the serpent is something we all know about. Most of us find snakes frightening. When I talk about a tropical country I have visited, one of the questions I am sure to be asked is "Did you see any snakes?" and I am relieved to be able to say that the only snakes I saw were dead!
That does not seem to be all that this promise means though. What about the bruising of the head and the heel? Is there something more here? The serpent encouraged Adam and Eve to believe they could break God's law and live for ever. They believed the serpent rather than God. Adam and Eve brought sin into the world because of the serpent's lie.
Sin is a word which is not much used now. It still means what it always has, breaking God's law and ignoring his moral teaching. In other words, going against God. The serpent brought sin into the life of the man and the woman. The Bible means sin when it talks of the seed of the serpent. The promise must mean that in some way, the seed of the serpent, sin, is to be destroyed by the seed of the woman, one of her descendants, who in the process is bruised in the heel.
So in the midst of all the regret and disappointment, the hard labour to produce food, the loss of a perfect life, there was a promise, that the sin they had brought into the world, would one day be destroyed. It was a promise to be remembered. It was the only hope they had.
THE PROMISES MADE TO ABRAHAM
The Revised Authorised Version does not always use the same
word to translate the word translated         in Genesis 3, Where this
occurs, the word seed is given in brackets,
"Get out of your country, from your kindred and from your father's
house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I
will bless you and
your name great; and you shall be a
blessing. And I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him
who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed..,".
"Then the Lord appeared to Abram and        'To your descendants
I will give this land'," (Genesis 12:1-3,7).
"And the Lord to Abram after Lot had
from him: 'Lift
your eyes now and look from the where you are — northward,
southward, eastward and westward; for all the which you see I
give to you and your descendants (seed) for ever, And I will
your descendants (seed) as the dust of the earth; so that if a man
could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants (seed)
a/so could be numbered. Arise, walk in the through its length
and its width, for I give it to you'," (Genesis 13:14-17),
"And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying 'This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.'Then he brought him outside and said, 'Look now towards heaven, and count the stars if you are to numberthern.' And he said to him 'So shall your descendants (seed) be,' And he believed the Lord, and he accounted it to him for righteousness." (Genesis 15:4-6).
On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: To your descendants (seed) I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates'." (Genesis 15:18),
THE MAN FROM UR
Abram came from Ur of the Chaldees. It was a great city, an advanced civilisation, but idol worship was the normal way of life. Somehow Abram learnt about God. He not only learnt about him, he came to trust in him completely. To trust completely in God is to have faith in him, and Abram is commended for his great faith. He was told by God to leave Ur, and to go to a new land. He was not told where that land was, but eventually he came to the land of Canaan. Now it is know as Israel, or sometimes Palestine. God had told him that if he left Ur, He would bless him, and make him a great nation. That was strange, because Abram was already 75 years old, and had no children. His wife, Sarai, was also well past the age when she could have children.
Abram took his nephew Lot with him and a large company of servants to start the new life in Palestine. At intervals over the next 25 years God spoke to Abram. It was on one of these occasions that his name was changed to Abraham. The detail of the promises was enlarged. But still there was no son, and a promise of a seed when you have no son would seem hardly worth having. The strange thing is that Abraham believed it. At first he asked God if the promise was to be fulfilled through his steward, normal practice for succession at that time. Then another way was tried. Abraham had a son by Sarah's servant girl. That son was Ishmael, the ancestor of many of the Arab nations, but again, this was not the way the promise was to be fulfilled.
Abraham was 100 when he and Sarah became parents at last. Isaac their son has a name meaning laughter' and he must have brought great joy to his parents after so long a wait. Now they knew exactly how God would keep the promise.
A STRANGE SACRIFICE
Imagine Abraham's horror when he was told by God to take his young son Isaac, probably by then a youth in his late 'teens, and to offer him as a sacrifice. Abraham must have turned this over and over in his mind, and failed to find the answer. He had been promised a seed, and had waited years for his seed to be born. If Isaac was to be sacrificed, how could God keep his promise? Abraham did not know the answer, but he knew God did. As always in his life he accepted that God knew best. It is this quality of faith which made him so acceptable to God.
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They left the next day, early in the morning. It was three days journey to the place of sacrifice. Leaving the servants, the two of them, father and son, set off to climb the mountain. Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac when an angel sent by God called to him, and told him to sacrifice a ram caught in a thicket by his horns instead. Abraham's faith had been tested again, and not found wanting. God was now able to add the final detail to the promises which he made to Abraham.
KING DAVID
Abraham was promised that some of his descendants would be kings. One of those kings was David. We are told that he was a man after God's own heart, and he also received promises from God.
David had realised that he had a grand palace, but the place where God was worshipped was still only a tent. It seemed very wrong to David. He knew that God did not need a house but still he wanted the place where the ark was kept to honour God.
Originally the prophet Nathan told David to go ahead, and build the temple which he planned. He had spoken without God's permission however, and later had to go back to correct that message. David was not to build the temple. That was to be entrusted to his son, Solomon. But God added to that message a promise, and again it involves David's seed.
GOD MAKES DAVID A PROMISE
"And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build me a house, and I will establish his throne for ever. I will be his Father, and he shall be my son; and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. And I will establish him in my house and in my kingdom for ever; and his throne shall be established for ever." (1 Chronicles 17:11-14).
At first glance it looks as if that promise is talking of Davd's son Solomon, who succeeded him as King of Israel. But some parts do not fit. Solomon's throne was not established for ever. Like his father David he died and his son succeeded him. And that phrase "I will be his Father, and he shall be my son" must mean something more than is normally meant when the Lord God is spoken of as "Our Father". Is this speaking of another offspring of David who would also be king?
PARABLES JESUS TOLD — THE WHEAT AND THE TARES
Modern versions of the Bible call this the Parable of the Weeds. The
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BORN TO BE KING
The gospel writer Matthew begins his account of the life of the Lord Jesus like this, '"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham." (Matthew 1:1). It is as if he is telling us that we are looking at the one who was born to fulfil all the promises made to Abraham and to David. Matthew goes on to show how Jesus was descended from both David and Abraham, but it is left to other New Testament writers to show just how exactly the Lord Jesus fulfilled those promises. Not all of the promises, yet! Some of them have not yet been fulfilled, but they will be. Look at what the Apostle Paul says when he writes to the churches in Galatia. "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He does not say, 'And to seeds'as of many, but as of one, 'And to your seed,' who is Christ." (Galatians 3:16). So the Apostle Paul is telling us that when we looked at the promises to Abraham, if we thought the word offspring or seed meant the Jews, we were mistaken. The word offspring or seed can mean one, or more than one. Perhaps we would think it meant more than one, Abraham was the father of the Jewish race, a great number of people. But the apostle Paul says it really refers to just one Jew,
the Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps we should have begun to think about that anyway. When God made a promise to David about a son to sit on his throne, it could not possibly mean more than one. More than one king at a time is a classic recipe for disaster.
If the Lord Jesus is the one who fulfils the promises, let's go back to see how he does.
1. EDEN
The serpent was promised that its seed should be bruised in the head by the seed of the woman, but in the process would bruise the seed of the woman in the heel. To receive a bruise in the head is to receive a fatal blow. So the Lord Jesus, the seed of the woman, was to deliver a fatal blow to the seed of the serpent — sin. In the process he would receive a bruise in the heel. A bruise to the heel is not usually fatal, but can put you out of action for a day or so. When the Lord Jesus conquered sin, when he died on the cross, he was put out of action for three days. He lay in the grave, dead. But because he had lived a sinless life, his Heavenly Father raised him from death, and made him immortal, no longer capable of death。

PETER IN THE TEMPLE
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2. ABRAHAM
"In your seed all nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice'.' was the promise made to Abraham. Now that did not mean the Jews. It meant one particular Jew, the Lord Jesus Christ. The blessing comes because the Lord Jesus has removed the effects of sin for those who are his faithful followers. (See "Peter in the Temple"). Though like him they will die, when he comes back to the earth, they will be raised to life again, and then, like him be made immortal. So that when the Lord Jesus returns the rest of the promise can come true. Abraham was promised that he would possess the land of Canaan for ever. He never actually owned any of it, except a small piece of ground he bought to bury his wife Sarah. So for that promise to come true, Abraham must be raised from the dead along with the other followers of the Lord Jesus.
3. DAVID
He was promised a descendant who would sit on his throne for ever. Solomon who followed him did not. Like everyone else he died, and was followed by his son. The succession continued, until eventually the kings had become so godless that the Lord God made another promise. The prophet Ezekiel spoke these words to Zedekiah, the last descendant of David to reign on his throne. Wow to you, O prof one, wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose iniquity shall end, thus says the Lord God: 'Remove the turban, and take off the crown; nothing shall remain the same. Exalt the lowly, and abase the exalted. Overthrown, overthrown, I will make it overthrown! It shall be no longer, until he come whose right it is, and I will give it to him.' " (Ezekiel 21:25-27).
From that time there has been no king in Israel. When they returned from the time of captivity in Babylon they were ruled over by governors and others, for nearly 1900 years, from AD70 until AD1948, there was no Jewish nation in Israel. Now there is a nation of Israel once more, but no king until he comes whose right it is; and to him I will give it. That one is the Lord Jesus Christ, the son of David, as Matthew's gospel shows.
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The Kingdom of God is 'ike that. Quietly, without anyone taking much notice, the word of God. is preached,....M,@rr "and women respond and begin to prepare; jor the halves^ to grow as the Lord God wishes. Wh$ri the Wrvest comes, .when the Lord Jesus returns, they. wjlLipe..ready,-f-uffy prepared to be citizens of God's Kingdom.
PAUL'S LETTER AGAIN
The apostle Paul concludes Galatians 3 like this:
"Foryou are all the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. Forasmany of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." (Galatians 3:26-29).
The members of the churches to which Paul wrote were all baptised believers in the Lord Jesus. Paul is telling them that the Jewish law which had taught men and women that they were sinners, but had been unable to remove the sin was now past. The repeated sacrifices of the Jewish law had been a reminder of their sin, but the single sacrifice of the Lord Jesus had enabled sin to be removed. Those who have believed in the Lord Jesus, and been baptised into his name, have been "justified by faith". Abraham is said to have believed God, and God counted it as righteousness. That same privilege is open to all believers. So the law taught the need for the Lord Jesus, and the need for redemption from sin. It was dependant on the fulfilment of the promise of a seed. "What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made." (Galatians 3:19).
When the Lord Jesus sent out his apostles after his resurrection, he told them to "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them...teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you;" (Matthew 28:19-20). The apostles did just that. The book of Acts records that they "Preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ." (Acts 8:12). So that those who read Paul's letters had been well grounded in what they believed, this was no quick conversion, on the spur of the moment, but a careful and loving response to the call of the gospel.
And if they had accepted the call of the gospel, and now belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ because they had been baptised into his Name, then Paul tells them that they were also the seed of Abraham. Think for a moment what that means. As well as being freed from the curse of sin, followers of the Lord Jesus have the promise of living for ever in God's Kingdom on earth. And the Lord Jesus promise that. It is an everlasting covenant.
RESURRECTION
"But someone will say, 'How are the dead raised up? And with what
body do they come?' Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive
unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not sow that body that
shall be, but mere seed — perhaps com or some other seed. But
God gives it a body as he pleases, and to each seed its own
body... So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in
corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonour, it is
raised in glory. Itissownin weakness, it is raised in power. Itissown
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body. Andsoitis written, 'The first man Adam
a living being,' The last Adam
a life-giving spirit',"
(1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-45),
Words taken from the great resurrection chapter written by the apostle Paul He has argued at the beginning of the chapter very forcefully that there must be a resurrection from the dead. The raising of Jesus from the tomb was the f irstfruits, and the raising of his faithful followers is the great harvest when he comes.
Once again the of the appears. Just as a seed of corn is planted in the ground and as it grows changes to a more complex plant, so those who die change when they are raised from the dead. They die mortal, corruptible human beings. Those who are accepted by the Lord Jesus at the judgment are changed, they die no more, They die weak, but are raised strong. They die natural, they are raised spiritual beings. So the apostle Paul continues at the end of the chapter:
"For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 'Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.."(1 Corinthians 15:53-57).
So once more we are reminded that it is only through the Lord Jesus that sin is overcome.
When God promised David a descendant who would sit on his throne for ever, that too is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus! But a king needs subjects. No problem! His followers, already acknowledging him as their King, will be ruled by him when he returns to the earth.
When the Lord God makes promises he keeps them. The promise he made which started in Eden, was enlarged and expanded when he spoke to Abraham. It began to focus on a king when God spoke to David. The focus sharpened when the Lord Jesus was born. He was the King, the seed promised. But the promise is not only in the singular. Abraham was promised that his seed would be multiplied. The apostle Paul tells us that the great company of people who make up the seed are those who have been baptised into Christ.
MAN AND A PROMISE
God has made his promise. It will be fulfilled. There is no doubt about that.
There is doubt about only one thing. Whether you, the reader of this short
booklet, will be one of those who are Christ's, who are Abraham's seed,
and therefore going to inherit the promises. God's promises are not for
those who turn their backs on him, who ignore his word.
"He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned". (Mark 16:16).
It is all up to you. What will you do about it?
Mark Sheppard
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