ISRAEL AND THE PURPOSE OF GOD
N the valleys of the Nile and Euphrates arose the earliest great civilizations.    Their growth was prompted by the need to control the river waters which flowed through canals and dykes to irrigate the land. By the time Khammu-rabi, in Babylon, was dictating his code of laws, somewhere near 2,000 b.c.,  there was regular contact between these peoples by way of the narrow bridge of country bounded by the desert and the sea.
The rocky hills which cover most of this bridge-land's
area are severed into two masses by a great rift from north
to south, in which lie the Lake of Galilee, the river Jordan,
and the Dead Sea. From east to west the hills are broken
through by the Plain of Esdraelon; and towards the Mediter​
ranean Judea slopes down into lowlands and the fertile plain
of Sharon. Through this coastal plain on the west, or along
the edge of the desert plateau east of the Jordan Valley, were
the two highways to Damascus; from there travellers went by
way of the wells of Palmyra to Babylonia. These were the
two channels for trade and for war; through these the two
great streams of culture met and clashed or mingled. Between
these highways was a fastness aloof among the hills of Canaan:
a stronghold which was to become Jerusalem.
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In time the seat of political power passed northwards from the Euphrates Valley to the Iranian uplands; then west to the isles and coasts of the Aegean; and further west to the Central Mediterranean. Persians and Greeks alike pushed out the bounds of their empires to India; and the Romans who
followed them held all the lands far up the Nile and nearly to the Persian Gulf. The lines of communication north and south were therefore now crossed by lines east and west, passing through the channels of the Red Sea and the Euphrates Valley. Judea became an island surrounded by the crossing currents of human ambition.
israel still the centre
Passing time has not lessened that land's importance, because it rests on the broad facts of the world's shape. Though the great river civilizations have long declined, Syria still links Africa with the main seat of the human race in Europe and Asia. Moreover, the use of the Suez Canal and the developments of air routes by way of the Euphrates Valley gave greater significance than ever to the lands that lie in the path between Orient and Occident. The expansion of the inhabited world, the extension of European political and commercial power to every part of the globe, and now the development of the Asiatic and African nations as a political force, have only made more evident that by the facts of geography Jerusalem is the world's true strategic centre*.
the setting for god's promise
To this land came the Semite Abram from Ur on the Euphrates. In this land he was commanded to look north, south, east and west: for, said the Lord, "to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever".1 And this material promise was the foundation for a loftier blessing, for God declared He would join Abram and his descendants to Himself in an everlasting covenant, "to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee".2 Further, not only was Abraham (as Abram was now to be called) to be the father of many nations, but he was promised a "Seed" who should "possess the gate of his enemies", and in whom "all the nations of the earth" should be blessed.3 Abraham, his descendants, and the land to which they were
*Cf. Sir Holford Mackinder's Democratic Ideals and Reality (p. 71, "Pelican" edition).
'' '•'    iGen. 13 : 14-17.   2Gen. 17 : 7-8.   3Gen. 22 : 17-18; cf. Gal. 3 : 16.
brought, were therefore joined together to form the starting point of a divine purpose which is in the end to embrace all mankind.
the nation enters the land
The metaphor of a bridge is only partly accurate, for Palestine has been subject to influxes from the desert. In their wanderings in the wilderness the descendants of Abraham through Jacob were forged into a nation after their bondage in Egypt; and from the desert they poured across Jordan to occupy the land where their forefathers had been strangers. For nearly a thousand years their history was moulded by this land, so singularly placed at the meeting point of world forces, so remarkable in its mingling of mountain, plain and abyss: a land which through these peculiarities not only possessed a great variety in climate and scene, but combined seclusion at its centre with a constant traffic with the outside world. Their geographical position gave Israel the opportunity to be a witness for God to all the peoples of the earth;4 but it also exposed them to the temptation of absorbing the degraded religions of the nations around them—for the danger and the opportunity were inseparable.
the promise of the king
Centuries after the entry into Canaan, David captured the stronghold of Zion, and made it the political and spiritual centre of the kingdom over which he reigned as a vicegerent of God. For him, as for other psalmists and prophets, Zion was the chosen point from which God's rule would extend in the earth.5 It was when he planned to build a "House of the Lord" on this hill that he received the promise, "The Lord will make thee an house":
,si. "I have sworn unto David my servant, n/;f ;Thy seed will I establish for ever, nit And build up thy throne to all generations."6
David himself found in this covenant of God the assurance of an ideal King to come—"a righteous one" (R.V. margin) W«p should be "as the light of the morning, when the sun
' *Deut. 4 : 5-8.
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riseth, a morning without clouds".7 This hope of the "Son of David"—"the fruit of his body"—is not a poetic dream ; for Israel it becomes a force working like a ferment in their history; and for the devout reader of the Bible in all ages it is part of the substance of faith.8
faith in conflict with the world
The later history of the two kingdoms into which Israel split shows the conflict between faith in God, who had made them a nation in the wilderness, and the influence of the world around them. That influence was both religious and political, and the catastrophe which overwhelmed both these minor states was partly due to their efforts at worldly wisdom in playing off one against the other the great powers of the river valleys north and south. From his exile the prophet Ezekiel pronounced doom on the throne of David; but it was a doom which kept inviolate the hope of God's promise: "Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown ... I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it; and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.""
the scene prepared for christ
Judah's return from captivity prepared the scene for the greatest events, not only in their history, but in all history. Could it be chance that in this land at this time—on the stage of the Roman Empire, and at the meeting point of Europe, Asia and Africa, and of east and west—Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose from the dead? He had said: "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."10 He was "lifted up" on the Cross, not in some mysterious Tibetan mountain, but here, at the meeting point of the world, where men of all lands and all times could see. "This thing was not done in a corner."11 And from Jerusalem the message in his name could be carried throughout the known world in the First Century.
The sequel to these events for the Jews was the destruc​tion of Jerusalem, their dispersion among every nation under heaven, and the long desolation of the land.
'Sam. 23 : 3-4. »Psa. 89 . 3.4 9£zek. 21 : 26-27. "John 12 : 32. "Acts 26 : 26.
the scattered flock of god
Ezekiel, who had spoken the doom of the Davidic king​dom, saw in a vision the sheep which fed on the hills around Jerusalem to provide the daily offerings required by the Law of Moses. Under the guidance of the spirit of God, they became to him a parable of the people of Israel; for he saw them neglected by hirelings, and wandering lost and leader-less. As he watched, a call came in a voice they knew: they ran together to follow One who searched for the lost and climbed down rocks to rescue the injured. He poured oil on their hurts, and bound up broken limbs. He led them to good pasture, where they could feed and lie down content. So said God, "I will both search my sheep, and seek them out . . . And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David . . . And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord God."12
Long afterwards the Son of David, when he saw much people on the shore of Galilee, "was moved with compassion towards them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd"; and there in the open country he both taught the multitude, and fed them with the five loaves and two fishes.13 In that act he revealed himself as the true shepherd of Israel foretold by the prophets. The miracle was a type of a greater work he was to do for the salvation of Israel and of all men.
the hope of regathering
Ezekiel saw other visions which pictured the destiny of Israel. He saw a valley full of bones, very many and very dry. When he prophesied, as he was commanded, there was a shaking among them and they came together, bone to bone. Then they were clothed with sinews, flesh and skin; and breath entered into the bodies, and they stood up living, an exceeding great army. And the Lord says: "Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves; and I will bring you into the land of Israel . . . And I will put my spirit in you, and ye shall live."1* The reunion of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms into one is represented by the joining of two sticks. "I will make them
'. 34 : 11, 23, 31.   i^Mark'G : 34, 38-42.   14Ezek. 37 : 1-14.
one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel", says God; "and one king shall be king to them all... My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people."15
This theme of the regathering of the dispersion, and their re​union with God and with the Land, pervades all Bible prophecy. Jeremiah says: "He that scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock."16 Isaiah says: "The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head."17 Through Micah the Lord says: "I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion from henceforth even for ever."18 The "reign" of the Lord is no mere figure of speech, but in the prophet's thought it implies a dominion as real as that of David or Solomon; their citadel will be its centre of rule: "And thou, O tower of the flock, the hill of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come; yea, the former dominion shall come, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem."19 The disciples looked to Jesus to "restore again the kingdom to Israel", and after his ascension he left them with the firm belief that he would return to accomplish the work.20 It became an essential part of the Gospel which they preached that his coming again would mark the time of the "restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began."21
god's purpose with the world
Such a national hope could only become part of the universal Gospel because it was a part of the whole purpose of God with man; and Micah's prophecy shows that this Israelitish dominion is to be the nucleus of a new world. He has spoken of the desolation to come even on the Temple of God, as a punishment for the nation's sin. And from that, without a break, he goes on to look into a more distant future, and there he sees a restoration no less real than the overthrow. "But in the last days it shall come to pass that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the
"Ezek. 37 : 22, 28. 16Jer. 31 : 10. 17Isa. 35 : 10; 51 : 11. "Micah 4 : 7. "Micah 4 : 8 (R.V.). 20Acts 1 : 6. 21Acts 3 : 21.
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it."22
In those words there is a beautiful blending of the literal and the figurative. There is to be a real House of the Lord on the hill of Zion. Yet the mountain becomes a poetic type, a figure of something more than a geographical act; and the hills over which it is exalted are nations and empires. It is the peoples of all the lands who come to seek light and under​standing at the world's centre of worship: "And many nations shall come, and say, Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths". Nations who resist "the word of the Lord" which goes forth from Jerusalem, will be subjected to a "rebuke" whose power is not diminished by distance, and will be compelled to turn their weapons of war to implements of peace: "And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." And, peace being assured, freedom from fear and want follows: "They shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree: and none shall make them afraid."23
the message of the prophets
Nor is this an isolated prophecy. It is of the very sub​stance of the message of the prophets. Ezekiel has a detailed vision of the glorious temple which is to be. Zechariah des​cribes the nations going up from year to year "to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of taber​nacles"; for, he declares, "the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be one Lord, and his name one."24 Prophet after prophet looks forward to this universal rule of God in an age of universal peace and universal worship. And all the prophets see at its very heart the restored realm of Israel ruled directly by the King in Zion—that King of whom it was said at his birth: "The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end."28
22Micah 3 : 12; 4:1. 23Micah 4 : 2-4. 2*Zech. 14 : 9, 16. "Luke
1 : 33.
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what sort of people?
What sort of people will they be who will form the central nation of this world-wide empire ? Here is a vision of a new world order—a political fact, yet much more because it will rest on spiritual foundations. And the nucleus from which this order is to extend over the globe is this people of Israel restored to their land. We know them as a people "stiffnecked" from their beginnings, in earlier ages turning again and again to idolatry. In later times we seen them substituting for idols a barren self-righteousness, a self-worship disguised as piety, a religious perversion which made possible that depth of infamy in which they handed over their Shepherd and Messiah to be crucified. We know them today as a people of infinite suffering, often great in mindand character.yet also often marred by the effects of centuries of persecution. How could they be otherwise ? Homeless and scattered, yet separated from the very nations among whom they lived: marked out for contempt and shame, herded into ghettos, driven from the soil and forced by Gentile law into soul-deadening occupations—it is little wonder if they have sometimes become warped.
Today we see them inhabiting their homeland once more, working prodigies as pioneers in restoring its fertility, having gained a new confidence and poise. We see them bringing all their vigour and strength of character to its service, and setting new standards in social experiments as they join in living communities wedded to the soil. We see them knit together as a people as they develop learning, sciences and. arts. Since 1948 we see them a nation once more in the State of Israel.
. jewish revival foreseen
In all this revival in Palestine students of the Bible see a wonderful fulfilment of prophecy. The recolonization was clearly foreseen solely on Biblical grounds as long ago as the middle of last century, when there seemed no practical possi​bility of its being realized.26 Even the fact that this colonizing
26See Elpis Israel (John Thomas)  (Part III, ch. YD  (written in 1849).
would grow up under British protection was exactly antici​pated in the light of prophecies in Ezekiel and Isaiah. When, therefore, the Balfour Declaration in November, 1917, an​nounced the British policy that Palestine should be a national home for the Jews, believers in prophecy throughout the English-speaking world rejoiced with an overwhelming conviction that the age-long purpose of God was being fulfilled before their eyes. And in the developments in the years that have followed—the return of the wanderers in their thousands, the material achievements in tilling the land, and the growth of the mind and spirit of this people and their emergence as a nation state—in all this Bible readers see bone coming to bone, and sinews and flesh growing upon them.
Yet they have been under no illusion about the secular form which the Jewish movement would take. Splendid as the Zionists' achievements have been, for many their faith is in themselves and their national future rather than in God. The movement has been so far mainly a triumph for the spirit of man. Are these, then, the people who are to form the nucleus of a spiritual world order ?
the reconciling of israel
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To find the answer we must look deeper in the prophets.
Zechariah gives a picture of the people, regathered in their
own land, once more suffering siege in that dreadfully be​
sieged city, their capital. Once more they fight with the
valour of fanaticism which has marked them from the days of
Titus in a.d. 70 to the battle of the Warsaw Ghetto in 1943
and the Israel-Arab wars of 1948 and 1967. "He that is feeble
among them at that day shall be as David". But it is not in
their own strength that they defeat enemies: it is the Lord
Himself who will "seek to destroy all the nations that come
against Jerusalem". It is He who determines that those who
"burden" themselves with Jerusalem "shall be cut in pieces,
though all the nations of the earth be gathered together
against it". For, says the Lord, "I will smite every horse with
astonishment, and his rider with madness".
In their joy in the hour of victory the Jews turn to look upon their Deliverer, who is the representative of the Lord of hosts: and (says the Voice through the prophet) "they
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn". With their grief is mingled shame which robs them even of companionship in sorrow; for they mourn "every family apart, and their wives apart".27
the spiritual climax     t "•'
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That moment is the spiritual climax of their history. They are a people "terrible from their beginning hitherto".28 Brought by the power of God out of bondage in Egypt, they were confronted at the start of their national history with the choice of "life and death, blessing and cursing".29 They went the way of departure from God that brought upon them that awful catalogue of judgements which is given in Deut. 28 and Lev. 26.
"The Lord shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart : and thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee . . .
"And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee . . .
"Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things ; therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things : and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee . . ."30
the story of their suffering
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The centuries have  unfolded  the fulfilment  of these prophecies in all their horror.    From exile in Babylon the
27cf. Zech. 12 : 1-14.    28Isa. 18 : 2.    2»Deut. 30 : 15, 19.   30Deut.
28:28-29, 37, 47-48.
Jews returned to suffer the persecution by Antiochus Epi-phanes which brought their revolt under the leadership of the family of the Maccabees. The Jewish Hasmonean kingdom which followed became first an ally, then a client, and finally a subject of the Roman power; and the Jews' national life ended with the destruction of Jerusalem after the terrors of the siege of a.d. 70. Scattered throughout the Roman Empire, the Jews suffered bitterly under those emperors from Constantine onwards who in name were Christian. Turned from the Mohammedan East, they found refuge in Arab Spain. Here they made Cordova a centre of learning until with the expulsion of the Moors they were given over to the tortures of the Inquisition. In Europe and in Asia they were massacred by the Crusaders, who thought that they honoured the greatest of Jews by inflicting torment on his race. Throughout the Middle Ages they were pursued all over Europe by foul legends which accused them of using the blood of Christian children for their rites. They became a kind of devil-myth to whom superstition could attribute every calamity; and with every new suggestion of evil they fell victims to the violence of the bloodthirsty mob.
The nineteenth century found them still suffering pogroms in Tsarist Russia, and victims of deliberately nurtured anti-Semitism in Bismarck's Germany. The twentieth has seen the great belt between the Baltic and the Black Sea which contained half the Jewish population of the world caught in the fires of two wars between Teuton and Slav. Crowded into a few years from the coming of Hitler to supreme power in Germany, all the afflictions of their past were enacted over again. Deprived of means of livelihood—hunted and held in fear by day and by night—torn husband from wife and mother from child— driven as refugees from Central Europe to every land from Iceland to Shanghai—overtaken by the floods of war and persecution in almost every country where they sought refuge —their story found its last depth of horror in the gas chambers of Poland where in their thousands they were exterminated as though they were vermin.
the love that pursued them
Yet through all that history of sorrow a Divine Jove has followed them—a love that would not give them up,,>,::i».
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt . . .
"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how shall I deliver thee, Israel ? . . . I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee."31
But their suffering—drawn out through age on age, racking to body and soul though it be—is the cost to God of that redemption by which He brings them to Himself. It is His means of breaking down the hardness of their hearts so that they may be made one with Him: for He has said, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee."32
In the final crisis in which it seems that after all their return and rebuilding of the Land their hopes are even then to be swept away, the Divine love that has followed overtakes them and delivers them. In the moment of deliverance that love stands before them, embodied, personified in One who can say, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father"; and he has wounds in his hands with which he was wounded in the house of his friends.33 Through those "cruel nails' impress" they recognize with an overwhelming anguish the Jesus of Nazareth of whom their forefathers had said, "His blood be upon us, and upon our children".
the humbled in heart
In that last heart-rending recognition they know their utter helplessness before God. They have no righteousness of their own with which to stand before Him; they have nothing but shame. And with that burning knowledge their hardness of heart is melted away, and their redemption comes; for "the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a con​trite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise".34 When they know that they have no refuge but in His infinite forgiveness,
31Hosea 11:1, 8-9.  32Jer. 31 : 3.  33John 14 : 9.   3*Psa. 51 : 17.
"the spirit of grace and supplications" is poured out upon them, and "there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness".35 Like Gentiles, they are saved only through the Cross, by baptism for the remission of sins.
And of the remaining Jews scattered throughout the world, the Lord says: "They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn."36
teachers for the world   '   !. •''
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In their ancient land, "ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven", "their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all".37 All the beauty of imagery which language can command is used by the prophets to paint the joy and blessing of that day, when "the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose"; or when it is said to the Land, "As a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee; and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee."38
Yet all the material blessing, and all the glory of their status as God's chosen dominion at the heart of His world​wide kingdom, are the expression and the result of a spiritual change. All these come because that long and awful pursuit of love has at last brought them as a people to know them​selves and God, and in that knowledge their destiny is fulfilled; for then they are God's people, and He is their God. That end being reached, they become a source of light to the world, for in those days men out of all languages of the nations "shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you".39
s&Zech. 12 : 10; 13 : 1. 3«Jer. 31 : 9. 37Jer. 31 : 12. 3«isa 35 . j. 62 : 5. 3»Zech. 8: 23.
god's work for His name's sake
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"Thus saith the Lord God: I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake."40 But if it is not for any virtue of theirs that they are saved, neither is it because they are worse than the rest of mankind that they have been so punished. God has taken them as a sample of the human race to show forth in them the wonder of His ways with men. "Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen."41
They are living witnesses to the knowledge and power of God, who has so fully foretold their future. They are wit​nesses to His faithfulness, for He has said, "I will not make a full end of thee", and so they remain when ancient empires have passed like a dream.*2 But more than all, they are witnesses to the cost to God of bringing mankind back to oneness with Himself without destroying man's freewill. It is not easy for the Father in Heaven to use the dreadful instru​ments of affliction to purge and chasten this people beloved for their fathers' sakes. And they, like all men, can only ultimately be saved through God's supreme gift of His beloved Son, that through him men might not perish.
the burden of the gentiles
Nor was it Jews alone who crucified Christ: nor even Jews and Romans together: it was all humanity. It was the human nature we all bear that conspired to kill the Prince of Life; and it was because of human nature that he needed to die so that the purpose of God might be fulfilled. We all bear the stain of his death until we wash it away in the very baptism that identifies us with him and his Cross.
We are one with the Jews. We share with them in human nature in all its darkness, whether we will it or not. But we can, if we will, share with them in a place in God's purpose. It was Jesus who said that "Salvation is of the Jews' because through them comes the knowledge of God; God Himself designed that they should be the instrument through whom His revelation was given to men.43 Making them the custodians of His word, God made them at the same time the bearers of His promise that through Abraham and His Seed blessing
4°Ezek. 36:22. "Isa. 43:10. 42Ter. 30:11. "John 4:22; Rom. 9 : 4-5.
should come to all nations. Even the hope of eternal life is involved in the promise to Abraham, because he must be raised from the dead to inherit the land which he never possessed in life; and those who would share in the hope must share in the promise by baptism into Abraham's Seed.44
"all israel shall be saved"
The way for Gentiles to be associated with that hope was, it is true, opened up by Jewish rejection of their Messiah and by their being cast aside by God in consequence: but Paul says "if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead ?"45 He compares the people of Israel to an olive-tree from which branches have been broken off, and wild olive branches grafted into their place. But the grafted branches do not bear the root; the root bears them. They owe their position now to a humbling faith in God; and that faith carries with it the conviction that the rejected branches will be restored, so that "all Israel shall be saved".46 •; .:.i;,iv -m
the divine drama
The Greeks said that the purpose of tragedy is to purge our emotions with pity and terror. Here unfolded age by age is a story of pity and terror beyond any imagining of their poets. But it is a story that ends not with death, but life; not in the gloom of tragedy but in imperishable joy. And it is a story which if we will search it out and ponder it deeply, leads us to the core of the problem of human suffering and to the heart of God's purpose for the redemption of the world.
44Acts 7:5; Heb. 11 : 19, 39-40; Gal. 3 : 26-29. *5Rom. 11 : 15. 46Rom. 11 : 25-26.
POSTSCRIPT
The course of the 6-Day War of June 1967 astonished the world. Israel by single-minded devotion and courageous determination overcame numerically much superior enemies and emerged as the dominant power among the smaller nations of the Middle East. For the first time since the days of the
Maccabees a century or more before Christ, Jerusalem is wholly under Jewish control; and the land of Israel resembles in extent what it was in the great days of King David.
This dramatic development of 1967, so unexpected by world opinion, is one more sign that Bible prophecy is being fulfilled. But the note struck in his concluding pages by the writer of this pamphlet (who died in 1971) is now even more important; for since 1967 it has become increasingly clear that the Israelis are moved more by nationalist than by religious considerations, that they are proud of their achievements, and are aggressively confident in their ability to defend and deliver themselves.
Yet the testimony of the prophets is that Israel will not be able to deliver themselves, but will be delivered by the direct action of God. The great Northern Confederacy described in Ezekiel chapter 38 is yet to descend on the land of Israel and threaten to destroy all that the Israelis have so laboriously and so proudly achieved. In their extremity a remnant of them will no doubt "cry unto the Lord" and He will hear them. Their repentance will open the way to their reconciliation with Himself, to their humble submission to Christ their promised Messiah; for he is not only the destined King of the whole earth, but also King of the Jews.
F．T．P．
