CONVERSION
S.-u'i, oi; taksvs, the implacable e:ujinv of Christians, took the road from Jerusalem to Damascus \vith fur: and hatred in his heart. In his burning zeal To exterminate tin- gV'.r.-ing Church he spared neither himself nor his followers the rigour^ 0,1 tiu- 150 mile journey through the scorching heat of the Syrian des.rn. P>ut the Saul who arrived at Damascus would not have been iccogaixed as the man who left |erusa!em. He did not ride imperiously through the city with the authority of an inquisitor : he stumbled, blind and stricken, leaning on the arm of his guide, hurnhlv pleading to be led to the house of a Christian disciple.
What had turned this proud Phari-ve into a broken and contrite disciple of Christ ? A light brighter than the mid-day sun had arrested him in the way : Christ had revealed himself in the blinding glory, called him from his misguided zeal and claimed him for himself. Saul's bewildered cry, "Who art tliou, Lord?" had been answered, not in divine wrath but in a loving call to obedience and service : "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet ; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things in which yon have seen me."1
It would be difficult to exaggerate the effect of this blazing revelation which swept Paul from the feet of Gamaliel to the, feet of Jesus. The whole course of his life was changed ; but nowhere was the change more clearlv seen than in his character. The light which exposed his confidence and self-sumcienc.y purged it also, and Paul's great natural gifts were purified and consecrated in grateful sub​mission to the service of his Lord. Counting himself the least of the apostles, he gloried in what Christ was pleased to accomplish through him. To the Galatians he disclosed the secret of his great apostleship : "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me."2
This great experience- of Paul on the road to Damascus is full of drama and poignancy, yet it traces the strong, simple pattern of Christian conversion, and powerfuiiv illustrates the fundamental and far reaching change which follows the humble response of man to the loving challenge of Christ.
!Acts 26 : 15-16, R.S.V. "Galatians 2 : 20, R.S.V.
Hut in these days when Humanism has such a sympathetic hearing and many people are occupied with thoughts of tlu dignity rather than the depravity of man. "conversion" may s.'em an old-fashioned word.
In our consideration of this subject the contemporary scene is not one that \sill nticr u^ veiv much help, \\here man is placed in (lie centre of the universe, and human knowledge is considered adequate to interpret life and to provide a philosophy of its purpose, the contemplation of man's condition in the sight of his Creator does not usually find a place.
During this century, and particularly since the last war, there, lias been a marked decline in the sense of sin, which lias created grave social problem^. Th'-re is a present tendencv towards super-licial knowledge on every conceivable subject ; the authoritv for so many opinion:?, opinions which determine our habits and character, lies with the literary world \\ ith its changing fashions and its irresponsible attitudes. There is a tragic inclination in human nature to accept the dictates of current thought as part of the background, without uny attempt to challenge them. And of course, the more important the subject, the more disastrous the results oJ this tendency become.
Relief in a personal God who is not onlv the Creator of the universe but i> in touch with His creation, is an essential part of our subject ; and in spite of man's self-assurance and pride when man reaches the extremitv of his resources he instinctively lifts his face toward Heaven. However inarticulate his cry may be, \ve discern in it something of the spirit of the Psalmist who cried, "Lead me to the Rock that is higher than 1". There is in every man an instinctive need of God. The greatest discovery we can make in life comes with the recognition that God has spoken. That He has reveal; d His purposes through His Word, through the historical experiences of a nation raised up to be His witnesses and the custodians of His purpose, and finally in the life, death and resurrection of His Son is a necessary background of this subject. Close upon that discovery comes the transforming truth that in His Son He has allowed men to know something of His attributes and, responding to His love, to become eternally associated with His purpose of glory. The claims of the Bible as the instrument of divine revelation are dealt with elsewhere.i Our purpose is to examine its teaching on the condition of man, his need of God, and the way in which God has met that need.
We are at once faced in the Bible with a description of ourselves which may cause a profound shock to our self importance., yet one which is understandable when viewed from the standpoint of the Creator of the Universe. God's view of man is summed up in the
iY7;r .-hf/7/m//r ••/ //,r /f/Mr, by L. G. SAKGEXT.
words of Isaiah, "All flesh is grass, and the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field ; the grass witheretri, the flower fadeth."i With our quickly expanding knowledge of the universe we are able to see more clearly than our forefathers how understandable it is that in the eyes of the Creator "the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance .. ."2 It was not a difficult conception for the Israelite David, who was not preoccupied with thn dignity and significance of man, but who spent his davs and nights n;i the hillsides looking after his father's sheep : "When I consider the heavens, the work of thy fibers, the moon and the stars which tiiou hast ordained, what is man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man thai: thou visitcst him ?"^
This is the divine assessment of man as man, and the recog​nition of it is the gateway to the humility which is a condition of spirit not only appropriate to our situation but also acceptable to God. "To this man will I look, even to him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word."^ Having attained something of this perspective and responded by a humility of spirit, we are better prepared to receive divine instruction concerning human redemption.
The first truth to be grasped by our humbled spirit comes with this revelation of our natural state in relation to our Creator. Historically this takes us back to the drama of Eden as it is recounted in the book of Genesis. There we find man created for fellowship with God, capable of knowing and loving God, in harmony with himself, and his fellow, and having authority over the lower creation around him. The harmony and well-being of our first parents was based upon their fellowship with God, their recognition of their responsibility to Him, and their obedience to a wisdom greater than their own. By disobedience to God's Word they became estranged from their Maker, expelled from His presence, and placed under the sentence of death. In his fall man dragged all creation down with him. Alienated from God, he found conflict within himself, he was estranged from his brethren (we have only to wait for one generation to witness murder), nature grew wild about him, thorns and thistles sprang up in his path, and among the animals which he had named there were those which became fierce and unapproach​able. Man's plight is desperate ; he lived his short, frustrated life estranged from his Maker, out of harmony with himself, his fellow and his environment, until at last, paying the penalty of his sin, he returned to his earth. As children of Adam this is the world into which we arc born ; this is our natural heritage. Paul summarizes it
lisa. 40 : 6.  See also Psa. 90 : 5-6, 103 : 15-16;  James 1 : 10;   1 Peter 1 : 24. zisa. 40 : 8. 3Psa. 8 : 3-4. *Isa. 66 : 2.
with uncompromising clarity ; "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."1
These early chapters of Genesis are essential to our under​standing. Belore we can begin to comprehend deliverance, we must know something oi the situation from which we have been delivered.
There is nothing of himself that man can do to restore harmony with his Creator, no struggle back to God has any hope of success, he is held in the bonds of sin and is unable to free himself. If there is to be any deliverance for him, it can only be the work of God.
The glorious message of the Gospel is that in His redemptive love God has prepared a way in which man can turn to Him, become reconciled, and enter into an eternal relationship with Him. He has wrought this redemption not from afar, but by coming near to man in His Son, speaking to man in a language he can understand, and in love, drawing man back to Himself. In the life, death and resurrec​tion of Jesus Christ we hear the voice of God once more, not now in judgment, but in gentle tones of love, calling men to a glory greater than that which Adam lost.
Comersion is the active response of man in obedience to that
and corruptibility, his helplessness to save himself, his need of divine help, his recognition of the provision God has made in the coming ol a Saviour who lived a life of perfect obedience and died a death of atonement. It involves the acceptance of the Saviour, and with him God's promise of forgiveness, and deliverance from the bondage of this life to an inheritance in the life which is to come. It is a call to self-denial and regeneration.
The Bible is a record not only of the fall of man, it is above all a revelation of God's love in redemption and the only source of instruction in the way men can turn to God and live. The word "convert" conveys the literal meaning of "turning back". It is a challenge to man to turn from the paths of sin and death and walk in the path God has prepared in the mystery and love of the Atone​ment towards an eternal inheritance as children of God. It is a word used with all its derivatives fifteen times in Scripture, but the idea it conveys of turning to the Lord is the whole purpose of revelation and runs like a golden thread from Genesis to Revelation portraying the drama of the conversion of the world.2 Nowhere is it more powerfully expressed than in the words of Paul to the Ephesian believers : "Ye were without Christ, being aliens from the common-
iRom. 5 : 12.
2The Greek word which is translated "repentance" takes us deeper, it means "a change of mind", and describes the transformation which takes place in the believer's heart when, truly apprehending his natural estate, he feels the impact of the love of God in the divine invitation to sonship and the prospect of an eternal inheritance.
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world ; but now in Christ Jesus, ve who sometime were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ."1
the law and the prophets
The Old Testament Scriptures provide a wealth of material for our study of this great subject of Conversion. It is true that a nation rather than an individual is the subject of its call, for the redemptive purpose of God is revealed in the history of the nation of Israel who, as the children of Abraham, were witnesses of God, custodians of His purpose of redemption and the means through which His purpose would be achieved. Nor should it be forgotten that so many of the experiences of the people of God were symbolic of the spiritual pilgrimage of the Christian.2
Throughout the Old Testament the recurring note is a call to Israel to obedience to God's commands and the reward of their obedience is seen to be a restoration of harmony with God. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon."3 "Cast away from you all your transgressions . . . and make you a new heart and a new spirit; for why will ye die, O house of Israel ? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God ; where​fore turn yourselves and live ye."* "Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes . . . though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."5 This is the divine language of conversion whether it is addressed to a sanctified people or to an individual. The essentials do not change, they combine repentance and responsive faith based upon the consciousness of God's redeem​ing love, the assurance of divine co-operation in the vicissitudes of a new pilgrimage to Him, and in the hope of participation in divine glory in the future. In Jeremiah 31 the call of God and the response of man is finely illustrated : "I have loved thee with an everlasting love ; therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." And man responds, "Turn thou me, and I shall be turned, for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned I repented, and after that I was instructed I smote upon my thigh. I was ashamed, yea, even confounded."6 Conversion is clearly revealed as a work initiated by God's love and completed by man's obedience. The command "Make you a new heart and a new spirit" is accompanied
lEph. 2 : 12-13. 2See 1 Cor. 10. 3Isa. 55 : 7. •*Ezek. 18 : 32. sisa. 1 : 16-18. «Jer. 31 : 3, 18-19.
by the promise, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you."1
Yet it is in the experience of one individual that the full beauty of conversion is concentrated and reveals a pattern in which all the Scriptural teaching on the subject find? its place. In the vision which Isaiah received we observe the four stages which combine to describe the process.3
The call and consecration of Isaiah is as inspiring and illuminat​ing as that of Paul. The prophet received a vision of the Lord, lifted up in unutterable holiness, surrounded by angelic ministers chanting "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of His glory." The impact of this holiness and glory on the man \vho stood upon the earth resulted in a feeling of shame and utter unworthiness expressed in his cry, "\Voc is me, for I am undone : because I am a man rf unclean lips . . . for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts." It is Lhen that God intervenes to take away his sin through the medium of an altar, and the prophet, brought near to God through atonement, humbly and eagerly accepts the divine commission lo be God's minister : "Here am I, send me."
THE  PSALMS
Whilst the dramatic experience of Isaiah delineates the con​secutive stages of conversion, it is in the Psalms that we breathe its atmosphere^ Again and again we meet the despairing spirit of a man from whose presence God has hidden His face: a conscience tortured bv a sense of sin, gnawed by remorse. No language seems adequate to describe the anguish, the groaning, the burden of hereditary sin, the deep pit from whence there seems no deliverance, the yearnings for mercy and forgiveness. But triumphing over all this is the glad acknowledgement of spiritual illumination, the joy of conversion in the heart returning to God and resting in Him, paeans of gratitude beyond expression at the assurance of God's love and the salvation He has made known. There are frequent anticipations of the One through whom the deliverance is to be accomplished so that faith and love accompanies repentance and gives reality to conversion.
Yet the Old Covenant still awaited the full revelation of the New. While the sense of sin and the need of forgiveness was felt, the nature of redemption could not be fully seen until Christ was manifested to "abolish death and bring life and immortality to light through the Gospel." So in the Old Testament the joy of conversion could never be fully realized. The oft repeated cry of the Psalmist, "Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine, and
lEzek. 36 : 26.
*Isa. 6.
"Particularly Psa. 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143.
we shall be saved", could only be answered fully when God, com​manding the light to shine out of darkness, has "shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. "1
THE   NEW TESTAMENT
In the New Testament we hnd conversion the transcendant theme. This can be no surprise when we realize that God had sent His Son into the world as the Saviour of men. The promise of redemption which God had made through the utterances of His prophets, the symbolic offerings of priests, the vicissitudes of a people, became a reality with the birth of Jesus. Its msaning expanded and deepened as his life unfolded, revealing in his example the attributes of His Father, in his teaching a vision of the spiritual inheritance possible for men, and in his miracles an earnest of the power of the life to come. The whole purpose of his life was to manifest his Father's redeeming love, a love which found its full expression and efncacy when he humbled himself to the death of the cross. His resurrection was the triumphant vindication of all that Christ came to achieve, and the assurance to all men of the final inheritance of glory awaiting those who respond to his love.
The advent of the Son of God was heralded by the preaching of John the Baptist; he prepared the people for the coming of Jesus by calling upon men to repent, to submit to the ordinance of baptism, and to show evidence of their reuentance in the transformation 01 their lives. John welcomed the Saviour on the banks of Jordan with a startling announcement, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world !" Yet the antecedents of the ligure are seen in both the Law and the Prophets. Th^ Redeemer was to make the way to God possible by putting away sin by the sacrifice of him-elf. For that way to be open to individual lives it was necessary for men to respond to the atoning work of the Saviour. And so the call of Christ was a call to repentance. With the arrest of John, Jesus began his ministry Li Galilee with the words, "Repent ve and believe the gospel."^ He spoke of jov in heaven over sinners who repented. He warned those who recounted to him the story of a massacre of jews by Pilate, "Except ye repent vc shall all likewise perish."3 But Jesus did so much more than demand repentance. Mere regret for the sins of the past will not necessarily produce a transformation in the future. He demonstrated that repentance is the gateway to a new life, a life with different standards and higher values, a life which draws from himself its sustaining power. The delineations of this new life are portrayed in the Sermon on the
'2 Cor. 4 : 6. "Mark 1 : 15. "Luke 13 : 1-15.
Mount.1 But we must be careful not to allow the compelling beauty of the character that is here disclosed to divert our attention from the uncompromising conditions of attainment. There can be no question of getting the best of two worlds. There are two paths, one narrow leading to life, the other wide leading to death. There are two mutually exclusive masters, there are two kinds of trees bringing forth entirely different fruits. The teaching of all these figures is summed up in the pronouncement of Jesus, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon."2 The great discourse ends with a parable of two houses, one built on sand and the other on rock ; the first is shattered by winds and storms, but the other withstands them. "Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them, I will liken unto a wise man which built his house upon a rock."3
But he who showed the exacting ways of repentance opened men's eyes to behold the face of his Father and prepared their hearts for a revelation of his Father's love. In his daily ministry among men he revealed the power, the compelling beauty and fruitlulness of a life which found its source and nourishment in the presence of God.
When the work of Christ was taken up by apostles who were revitalized by the certainty of the resurrection of their Lord and inspired by the gift of the Holy Spirit, their call to men was "Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out."* Once more, in the Acts and the epistles, we find the same evidence of the positive nature of conversion : it is revealed as the beginning of a completely new life. Let us look at the language which describes it.
Turning from the power of Satan to God.   Acts 26 : 18. Dying and rising again.   Rom. 6 : 2-8. Becoming children of God.   Rom. 8 : 16. A new creation.   2 Cor. 5 : 17. Christ dwelling in the heart by faith.  Eph. 3 '. 17. Putting off the old man and putting on the new man.   Col. 3:9. Redemption from iniquity.   Titus 2 : 14. Called out of darkness into marvellous light.   1 Peter 2 : 9.
The composite picture which emerges shows a converted man as one who has been born anew and become a child of God ; he has surrendered human relationships, he is nourished bv the Word of God, encouraged by the presence of Christ and sustained by the hope of the return of His Lord and the consummation of God's purpose of glory. His life finds its centre in Christ living, dying, rising and coming again : his heart is so filled with the desire for God and His kingdom that all other desires fade into insignificance
iMatt. 5-7. 2Matt. 6 : 24. sMatt. 7 : 24-7. Ucts 3 : 19.
beside it, his intellect delights in the law of the Lord and he meditates continually upon His precepts, his will is strengthened by a single​ness of purpose towards the Lord who has called. For him the Gospel has become "the power of God unto salvation."1
Much of the authority of the Word preached by the disciples lay in the unimpeachable evidence of their own transformed and radiant lives. Conversion was seen to embrace their whole being. Paul's experience on the Damascus Road was the most dramatic in history. As surely as he left the feet of Gamaliel for the feet of Jesus, so surely did he change from doubt to faith, from legality to grace, from sin to holiness. Yet, profound as it was, Paul's trans​formation did not exhaust the full potentialities of the power and love of God in redemption. Paul was never guilty of the terrible crimes which he enumerates to the Corinthian converts, "immoral, idolators, adulterers, homosexuals, thieves, greedy, drunkards, robbers." It is a fearful catalogue. "Such", he says, "were some of you." What had happened to them ? They had been converted. "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God."2
Thus we see the power no less than the love of God in Jesus in operation when even the basest of men call upon His name.
the conflict
It is important to recognize that the picture of conversion we have drawn from the New Testament is the ideal and completed picture. It is neither an easy nor a rapid transformation. The inclinations of the flesh and the attractions of the world are things deeply bred into our bones, and they are not discarded without a fight which is often long and agonizing.
The relentlessness of this struggle is vividly described by Paul when he records his own experience. He presents us with a graphic picture which we instantly recognize because it is so much a reflection of ourselves. Heavenly aspiration struggles for mastery over fleshly demands ; self is divided against self in a death struggle which causes him to cry out in anguish, "O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?" But this most tragic lament is followed by a triumphant p;ean of praise as he finds in Jesus the deliverance he seeks ; the power of Christ has prevailed, he is more than conqueror, nothing can separate him from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Paul joins the apostolic band whose dedicated task was the conversion of men and women of every people and nation and tongue. With them he calls upon men to believe the Gospel, obey the call to repentance, and experience the joy and peace of regeneration and adoption into the family of God.
'Rom. 1 : 16. -I Cor. 6 : 9-11.
THE   WISDOM   OF   DEFINITION
\Ve are helped to a butter understanding of the process of redemption by some kind of analysis, lint it is mad;- with the reservation that such an analysis is largely unreal in practice ; there are no clearly denned stages by which it is accomplished in every life. God deals with us as individuals not as impersonal units, and His grace will nnd a differing response according to our temperament and our environment. Some have been nurtured in an atmosphere of reverence for the Word of God, and the call to surrender will seem to be almost a natural process in their spiritual development; others have been brought up in an agnostic setting, and they begin to tread the road towards conversion when some deep sorrow or sudden crisis has awakened them to the limitations of purely earthly resources ; for others the penetrating truth of a passage of Scripture may pierce the armour of a nominal acceptance of conventional creeds. An apparently chance railway conversation, a striking newspaper advertisement, a leaflet dropped into a letter box, any of these things may begin the process which results in our becoming children of God. "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but k no west not whence it cometh nor whit'ier it ^octh."^
Having recognized therefore that it is somewhat arbitrary to attempt to delineate the successive stages of redemption as though we would place well proportioned stepping stones across a stream, it is nevertheless helpful to deiine the processes which are described in Scripture lest we succumb to the graver danger of confusion of thought on the greatest of all the issues of life.
REPENTANCE
Repentance, as we have, seen, is the act of turning to God. In practical terms this means an act or a succession of acts by which our <fe5;n'.v are puriiied, and we begin to find a distaste in those things that offend God and a pleasure in the things that belong to Him.
This is a largely emotional experience, it lias to do with our feelings. For that very reason it must be recognized as onlv one ingredient in so fundamental an experience as conversion. The ability of popular evangelists to create a spontaneous reaction in the hearts of thousands of people who have previously had no particular interest in the things of God, while providing a stirring evidence of the unconscious yearnings of the human spirit, so often provides also with the passage of time an even greater demonstration of the danger of purely emotional surrender. The statistics that follow even the most carefully organized and apparently successful evangelical campaigns show the profound truth of the teaching of
ijohn 3 : 8.
Jesus in his parable of the Sower. "As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is he who hears the Word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the Word, immediately he falls away."i
Emotion by itself is a shallow seatimcntalism which cannot withstand the powerful pressures of everyday living. To it must be added a faith, a committed directive of the mind which seeks a foundation upon which to build. This, to return to the parable, wilt constitute the "good ground" in which the seed of God's Word falls, it represents one who "hears the Word and ;.';aAv.^y:f./\ it, he indeed bears fruit and vickK in one case a hundredfold, in another sixtv. and in another thirty.""
Yet feeling, which can be disastrous alone or as an end in itself, has its place in conversion. The God who says. "Come now. let us reason together"/' is also the God who says, "My Son, give me thine heart."' It is in the realm of feeling that \vc become aware of that sense of sin which inspires both humility and contrition in our heart. Paul tells us that "godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salva​tion."^ From such a condition is born a humble desire co know what God would have us do, preparing us to receive knowledge of His ways and, finally, the movement of the will towards an amend​ment of life and the devotion of the whole personality to God.
The burden of sin must be a personal experience before we can begin to appreciate the deliverance that God has wrought. The Cross of Christ will not move us until we begin to apprehend to some extent at least the hatred of sin and the hunger for righteousness which led the Saviour to it. With that apprehension our desires will be diverted away from sin and towards God.
We turn to the Scriptures as our sole guide for evidence of the part that emotion plays in the awakening of spiritual awareness, and we find there that the whole range of human feeling is evoked by a sense of sin and a sorrow for the past. It is the Old Testament that is particularly valuable in this study; for while the same range of feelings is perceived in the New Testament, there it becomes merged with the greater sense of deliverance that the coming of the Saviour has brought, and jovous hope for the future brightens the personal sorrow for the past. It is of importance to notice that in the Scriptures mere emotionalism is not enough ; with it comes the demand for objective actions of repentance which are designed to lay the foundations of a new relationship leading finally to a new life.
iMatt. IS : 20-21 (.Kfni.'v «Vrrse 23. 3Jsa. 1 : 18. il'rov. 23 : 26. "2 Cor. 7 : 9-1U.
Turning then to the Old Testament we tind a sense of sin pervading the spirit of the servants of God and producing burning emotions in their hearts. Shame, confusion/ self hatred/ guilt and fear/ weariness/ loneliness/ remorse, a sense of uncleanness" are all there. These feelings are accompanied by an intense desire for deliverance. There is a profound sense of the alienating power of sin, a recognition that only God can bridge the gap, and unless He does all must be vanity and vexation of spirit and there is no profit in anything that is done under the sun. But hope and trust are there too. In these cries of utter unworthiness and desperate need there is the echo of the cry of a child to a father : there is a recurring note uf conlidence that God will bring redemption. It is a well grounded hope, for from the Garden of Eden onwards God had promised man a Redeemer, and progressively through the history of Israel that hope became more clearly defined as the character and work of the promised Saviour was unfolded. Abraham rejoiced to see Christ's day, Moses? spoke of the greater Prophet who would be raised up by God and command the obedience of men/ David saw him yet more clearly and in prophetic utterance called him Lord. * At sundrv times and in divers manners God had spoken to the fathers by the prophets, until the fulness of His grace was seen in the way of redemption prepared by His Son. It was in the light of this unfolding revelation that the note of hope mingled with the con​fession of sin. In the eleventh chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews we have a stirring record of the transforming power of that hope in the lives of those who lived and died in the glow of the promise of forgiveness and final deliverance. One of the great lessons we learn from the Old Testament servants of God is that shame for the past and hope for the future spring to life together. Repentance is the gatewav to a new life based upon the promises of God. The epitome of all Bible teaching lies in the twofold exhortation, "Cease to do evil, leam to do well."
With the coming of Jesus the hope becomes a reality. The work of the Son of God was a self-utterance of the Eternal, revealing His character, showing forth His love and accomplishing deliverance by reconciling man unto Himself. "God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us."*" Here in God's own wondrous way the deliverance of men was accomplished,
. 3:7-8; Ezrk. 9:6: Jcr. 31 : 19. zjob 40 : 4, 42 : 0 ; Kzck. 6 : 9, 20 : 43 ; Psa. 51 : 2. •'Gen. 3 : 10; Psa. 6 : 1, 38 : 1. ^Psa. 0 : 6, 38 : 8.
5Psa. 102 : 6-7 : Jer. 23 : 39 ; Dan. 9 : 18. "Job 33 : 27 ; Psa. 6, 31 : 10, 38 : 8-9. ?John 8 :5G. »Deut. 18 : 15-19. '•'1'sa. 110. '"Rom. 5 : 8.
here was the way of forgiveness, bringing with it a peace and a joy which the world can never know or take away, leading on to a new relationship with God, through His Son, and preparing men for an eternal inheritance in His Kingdom. "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father but by me."^
FAITH
In the consciousness of our need and the recognition of God's love in meeting that need, we are still in the emotional realm. It is the heart rather than the mind that recognizes the one and grate​fully accepts the other. But as we have seen feeling is not enough ; there is another factor in conversion, another ingredient in the. good soil in which the Word of God flourishes and brings forth fruit. Faith has to do with the »zzW rather than the heart ; it may be considered as the consecration of the mind to God. To have faith is to believe, to believe is to hold as true. In Scripture workers in the Gospel are spoken of as "contending for the faith', as being built up in the "most holy faith"/ Truth is also used with the definite article, it is possible, to "come to a knowledge of the truth",'* to be established in "the truth".* "The faith" and "the truth" are seen in the context of the terms to consist in the knowledge of God's purpose as revealed in the Word. The teaching of Scripture is that an acceptance of certain doctrines concerning the nature and purpose of God is an essential condition of conversion.
Conviction postulates an acceptance of the authority of God's Word. "He that cometh unto God must believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him."-' The import​ance of believing should not require any emphasis. That it does in these days is to a large extent the measure of the harm that is done by evangelical campaigns where the appeal to conversion has been based so much upon the emotions. It will be readily seen that even on the lowest natural level this represents an attitude of mind that would have devastating consequences. A beneficiary under a will would be deemed particularly stupid if he did not take the trouble to study the document and observe whether any conditions were required of him. On the higher level of human relationships, a young man away from home who professed his deep devotion to his parents but who did not even take the trouble to read their frequent letters to him, could not be taken very seriously. But these are poor examples of something infinitely higher. The true situation stated in its simplest terms is that God in His great condescension and love has met the desperate need of man, has revealed Himself and His
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purpose with man and with the earth, and has shown man what he must do if he would enter into relationship with Him and be associated with His purpose. To accomplish this deliverance God sent His Son into the world, and by his perfect obedience to his Father's will and his sacrificial death, redemption is assured. If a man responds in obedience he will be the subject of tliis great deliverance which \\ill alter the whole course of his present life and find its consummation when God's purpose is complete and the earth is full of His glory.
Throughout the Scriptures, but particularly in the New Testa​ment, helief is emphasized as an indispensable condition of con​version. 1 he mind must be enlightened by the revelation God has given to man, and man must reach that crisis in his life when he is faced with the acceptance o: rejection of what God has revealed. Paul insists that neither ay.ostle nor angel from heaven can be tolemted it lie pn/ach any other Gospel than that which is given from heaven ; he enjoins Timothy to hold fast the form of sound words, he stresses to Titus the need for sound doctrine ; the same emphasis characterises the whole of New Testament teaching. The destructive idea that it does not matter what we believe is quite untenable in the light of vrhat the Bible reveals. There may be. and often is, a period ni painful doubt: a rational mind may be tempted to insist upon an entirely rational faith. To such it may be pointed out that faith and reason accord so long as they cover the same ground, yet in some i\ its most vital aspects f:\ith transcends reason. There is nothing rational in tin.- Cross oi Christ, yet that is the central truth of the Gospel of f? ^-.:ition. Critics of the Gospel arc apt to demand of the ( fnistiau believer more than they require of the experimental scientist or the philosopher, and to deny God's love because they cannot explain it.
Whnt then should be the content of belief ? The apostolic defini,.!u:; i.^s. "Tin things cnr.c/ruing the kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ."' These things are expanded in the New Testament :'.nd demand, first, an acknowledgement of the Bible as the Word oi God, a recognition thnt it came by the will of God and men's only part in its production \vas as divinely inspired agents.* Once the aut;M;nty of Scripture is fully accepted, God's Word comes to U;. in ail its ]:o\\; r. It is beyond our present scope ro do more than give ihe barest muiiii' of Bible doctrine, eacli jf the great truths has been the subject of discussion in this series. Sufficient for our purpose tu ' niyJias.ize that man is (.ivclared w be mortal and in need of n dnnplion. that this redemption has been traced in the pattern of tiie atoning work of [esus who lived a life of perfect obedience and di/d a saeriiicial death as baviaur of men. Further that the purpose of God will be consummated when Jesus Christ returns to
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the earth to take possession of the kingdoms of men and rule a world transformed bv his power into a dominion of peace, joy and prosperity where God alone is worshipped and all things are done for His glory. The Bible clearly shows salvation to consist in the turning awav from the things that belong to this life, the world, the flesh and all it stand-; for, and in the unreserved surrender of our​selves to God on the basis of His promises. This surrender is marked first by the obedience of I/autism, and then in living a life worthy of our new relationship as children of God. Such attainment is recognized to be impossible of ourselves, but possible bv accepting the divine gifts which accompany our new life in Christ. It is a mortal pilgrimage still, ending in death, but death to a child of God is no more than a sleep which will end in a insurrectional awakening at the return of Christ. Approval of our faithfulness will bring the welcome from our Lord, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. "1
Brief and incomplete as this outline of Bible truth is, the value of faith in such a belief will be readily seen. It is a universal truth that profound conviction influences a man's behaviour. The Wise Man speaks for every facet of life when he says, "As a man thinketh in his heart so is he." A man who has no knowledge of the purpose of God will fashion his life according to the patterns and perspectives of the present life. He will be conscious of no power greater than his own to influence him, he will count success in terms of the satisfaction of human ambitions, and his horizon will be limited by his three score years and ten. How fundamentally differ​ent is the experience of the man who, turning to God in repentance, seeks the illumination of God's Word. His expectation of the coming Kingdom of God on the earth extends his horizon to eternity; he ceases to accept the values of this world but begins to live in the power of the world to come. His self sufficiency is replaced bv his increasing dependence upon heavenly resources. It is not difficult to perceive why Christ demands that moral goodness must have its roots in right beliefs.
SURRENDER
All that we have so far spoken of is but the preparation for the great experience of conversion. The acknowledgement of our natural depravity and our desire for fellowship with our Maker, however intense it may be, is not sufficient. Our acceptance of the authority of the Bible and our knowledge of God's purpose, however profound, will not of itself accomplish our salvation. Together, the desire of our heart and the enlightenment of our mind in the ways of God, prepare us for the crisis of the Damascus Road. And it is here that we face the most searching and decisive step of our life. We are called upon deliberately to surrender everything to God and commit
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ourselves unreservedly to Him. It is not a matter of resolving that henceforth we will order our lives in the light of Christ's precepts, for that will do no more than lend religious colour to our lives. In our unregenerate self, our righteousness and our sinfulness are alike unacceptable to God. However successful we may appear to be in our efforts we shall fall short of the glory of God, for in His sight no man living can be justified. The only way to God is the way of surrender. The call of Christ is explicit. "Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple."1 And the context shows the extent of that renunciation, it includes the most intimate of human relationships, and most important of all the surrender of self, "Yea, and your own life also."
This is no easy task, nor is it made easier by the exacting requirements of the new life which we are offered in Christ. There is nothing congenial to the natural man in the demands Christ makes. Paul says uncompromisingly, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit."2 Taking up a Cross and following Christ is a stumbling block to human ambition and foolishness to a worldly mind. In his natural state a man resists it with all his power. Yet the cross is the perfect symbol of Christian discipleship. Transcending the many lessons of Calvary is its message of divine forgiveness and its revelation of divine love. Here alone is the source of a responsive love in the heart and mind which finds expression, first in self-discipline, and then in Christian service. The principle of sacrifice has been defined as choosing to do and to suffer what, apart from our love, we should not choose to do and to suffer.3 It is a principle which finds complete fulfilment in the death of Christ, and it must be the abiding rule in the life of his followers.
It is here that we meet the full definition of faith and feel its challenge. It is so much more than inert belief, it is the living and dynamic power of that belief, forging a momentous decision, and enabling us, with the help of Christ, to live in the light of that decision whatever the cost. It is the force that enables us to believe that the demands that God makes of us are part of the promise He offers us, so that we must obey where we can, and for the rest we must trust in God. In the dimmer light of the Old Testament times faith had a transforming effect upon the lives of the servants of God we have already considered. They desired a better country, they looked for a city, they endured as seeing Him who is invisible ; and their living faith in God and His promises brought them triumphantly through "trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, of bonds and imprisonments." Their faith remained steadfast though they were "stoned, sawn asunder, tempted, slain by the sword."
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They "died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them and embraced them."1
With the fuller revelation of the purpose of God in the work of His Son, the faith of the men of old grows in stature, and by the same token the response of those who have witnessed the develop​ment of the divine purpose in the coining of Christ should be the more complete and powerful.
baptism
Having recognized our deathly heritage and become instructed by the Word in the way of redemption, and having reached the great crisis in our life when we decide to turn to God and live, the first act of obedience which is demanded of us is Baptism. There in an act of wonderful symbolism we renounce all that we are and all that we have as children of Adam and offer ourselves to God.
We are aware that the divine ordinance of Baptism has been either neglected or accommodated to human convenience since apostolic times. The changes that have been made have no divine sanction.
The New Testament teaches unequivocally that the only true and proper baptism is a believer's baptism : it is shown to be the initiation into the new life in Christ by burial in water. To disregard this initial act of obedience is to turn away from God on the very threshold of the door to life.
Apart from the significance of baptism, recognition of it and obedience to it should be unquestioned in the light of Christ's insistence upon it as a condition of salvation. The words of Christ in his parting commission to his disciples before his ascension leave no room for the slightest ambiguity, "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."2 Nor are his words recorded by Mark less explicit, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved."3
In the Acts of the Apostles we see the disciples faithfully fulfilling that commission. To quote but two specific examples. Philip is sent to an Ethiopian eunuch who desires to be instructed in the knowledge of the Gospel. Following that instruction we read, "And as they went on their way they came to certain water, and the eunuch said, See, here is water, what doeth hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . . and they went down both into the water, both
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Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him."1 A little later we have record of the conversion of Cornelius, the first Gentile to embrace the Christian faith. Peter is sent by God to fulGll this momentous mission. Again after instruction in the Gospel the incident reaches its climax in the word, "Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water that these should not be baptized which have
received the  Holv  Spirit as
as \ve ?   And he commanded
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord."^ These specific accounts are quoted against a background of belief and baptism. The Jews, ncrsuaded by Peter of the enormity of their crime in crucifying their Messiah cried, "lien and brethren, what shall we do ?" Peter commanded them, "Repeat and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Chrisl for the remission of sins."-' Philip preaching the Gospel in Samaria brought the joy of conviction to manv, and "whe.n they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they weie baptized, both men and women."* It is also in the Book of Acts that \ve have the record of Paul's dramatic, conversion on the road to Damascus. That experience was completed by the divine command given to him through Ananias, "And now why tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."*
In his epistles Paul explains the spiritual significance of baptism. This is done not so much to formulate a doctrine as to show to those who obeyed the meaning of their conversion, and to give them the incentive to walk in the power of their new life in Christ. Paul shows baptism to involve on the one hand the con​fession of sin and the renunciation of Adamic nature, and on the other the acceptance of Jesus as Lord. It is shown to mark the transition from a state of sin into a holy consecrated fellowship, the beginning of a new life, nourished and brought to maturity by union with Christ. That union itself is described under the metaphor of a marriage rite, openly sealing the spiritual relationship with Christ prepared by desire and faith and completed by God's grace. ^ Nowhere is baptism more clearly and beautifully explained than by Paul in the sixth chapter of Romans. There he shows that the believer's immersion into and his rising out of the water are to be regarded as a personal identification with the death and resur​rection of Christ. "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death ? We were
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buried with him therefore by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, \ve too might walk in newness of life."* Baptism is thus sho\vn tu he the believer's identification with Christ's death, the beginning of ^ ne\v life of union with him. The figure is repeated in the epistle tu the Colossians: "You were buried with him in baptism, in which \ uu v.erealso raised with him through faith in the working of dod \vho raided him from the dead. And you who were dead in tre^p.^s.s a. id the uncir-cumcision of your flesh, God hath made alive together \vith him, having forgiven us all our trespasses."- The :iL<ure changes to add further illumination in the epistle to the Gelation.; where Paul describes baptism under the simile of the "putting on" of Christ, like the putting on of a robe, so that enfolded in the righteousness of Christ, we are acceptable to God. "As manv of voa a? have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. "•• This beautiful simile is extended in the Book of Revelation where we li:id a description of those who are redeemed and enter into the kingdom at the last day : "These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the bloodoi the Lamb."^
There are numerous other direct and indirect references to baptism in the New Testament, but enough evidence has been given to emphasize the fundamental importance of this first great step which on the one hand assures us of forgiveness and on the other the divine initiation into a new life in Christ as sons of God.
We have described baptism as the iirst act of surrender, the seal of our conversion. It is not an end but a beginning, the beginning of a new life in Christ, differing fundamentaliy from all that has gone before. Though we retain the nature of Adam, bv our response to the grace of God we have been enabled to appropriate the victory of Christ, and our body of sin being destroyed with hi; on the Cross, we can account ourselves dead to sin and alive to God. In his description of this change Paul does not suggest that our victory is complete. Indeed he reminds us of our mortality and exhorts us to struggle still against the assaults of sin which v-'ill remain a potent force. Speaking of his own life, he confesses that his great hope is to attain the resurrection of the dead, a hope which will become a reality as he forgets the past and presses forward "toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.""' Tsing the analog}' of the Greek stadium he exhorts the Corinthian believers so to run that they may obtain an incorruptible crown : again in a sudden flash of self-revelation he says that he imposes discipline upon himself lest having preached to others he himself should be a castaway." In his message to the early churches Jesus exhorts
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amendment in the life of believers and promises eternal blessings to "him that overcometh."*
In this sense conversion is a continuing process, for sin is still possible and return to God still necessary. Peter's experiences illustrate this. His faith did not fail, for his Lord had praved for him, his love was not in question, for he had revealed it constantly, yet in a moment of sore trial he denied his Lord, and the need for conversion against which he had so indignant! v protested 'nv.avn.-painfully evident. And even after tin's conversion .md the unquestionable strength of his later example, he failed axain i.i circumstances that revealed the same human weaknesses. -
But having established the fact that our ne\v life in Christ is a progressive one, and one in which the possibility of failure '.an by no means be excluded, \ve can turn to the blessings and power of the new inheritance which has become ours bv belief and baptism. \Ve become children of God ; our Heavenlv Father loves us and guides us through the experiences of life, preparing us for the dav when He will bestow upon us the gift of immortality, and \ve shall bv invited to inherit with Christ the Kingdom prepared for those who love Him. The guidance of God is not remote but intimate, for in t! e privilege of prayer we are able to commune with Him. and iind in His presence the power, the peace, and the joy which are the blessings of our new heritage. Christ becomes the centre of our life : not only do we rind inspiration and abiding strength from the radiant example of his obedience, but we are able to accept his promise to be with us always, a promise made intelligible by the intimacy of our union with him in baptism, and assured by the fact that he is risen from the dead and is alive for evermore. So real and so transforming was this promise to Paul that he wrote to the Galatians : "I live. yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of (rod who loved me and gave himself for me."?
There is fellowship too with other disciples who, believing the Gospel, have made the same decision and submitted to the obedience of baptism : all who have responded to the appeal of the Lord, "Come out from among them (the unbelievers) and be ye separate . . . and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and my daughters, saith the Lord God Almighty."^ In varying similes of surpassing beauty these believers, united with Christ, and in him brought into the family of God, are described as the Bride, the Body and the Church of Christ.
So it is that the subject of true conversion is separated from the world with its temporal standards and objectives ; he orders his life
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according to the precepts of Christ. It is a way of life not congenial to his natural instincts, but with the growth of the spiritual life the natural life gradually fades and dies.
Briefly to sum up. Conversion begins with that recognition tirst of our insignificance in the sight of God, and then our need of Him, which creates in us humility of spirit. We find that God has not onlv created the world but communicated with it, revealing in His communication His purpose with the earth, and showing men how thev can be reconciled to Him and partakers in His glory. The desire we Iind in our hearts to turn to God, intensified by the power and love of Christ, must be made intelligible by our under​standing ;)f what God has revealed. Believing the record of man's Fall and learning the message of the Gospel which tells us how God lias met our 7ieed in Christ reconciles us to Him, ottering us participa​tion in His glory when Christ returns to the earth to consummate His purpose. Our desire for (%od, our faith in His Word, our recogni​tion of what Christ has achieved and what he requires, prepare us for the crisis in our own life when we decide to forsake all that we are as children of Adam and surrender ourselves without reserve to God. This decision finds its first expression in obeying the divine ordinance of baptism, a symbolic act portraying the renunciation of the flesh and initiation into the family of God, through identification with the death and resurrection of Christ. Our new life will not be blameless, for the conflict between the flesh and the spirit continues, but now we are children of God and we have a High Priest who mediates, offering forgiveness when our hearts are right. We experience all the blessings of fellowship both with the Father and the Son, and with fellow pilgrims on the way of life. We await in faith the consummation of God's purpose, knowing that all the circumstances of our life are a preparation for participation in that purpose, and that therefore all tilings are working together for our final and eternal good. We delight in the assurance that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
One tln'ng remains to be said. God has respect for human freedom. He does not force His gifts upon men. He has prepared the wav of redemption through the work of His Son, and now in His Son He appeals to men : "Behold", Jesus says to us, "I stand at the door and knock." Jesus waits until we open to him the door of our life. Whether or not we open the door and allow him to come in to us, bringing with him the blessings of his holy fellowship and the hope of eternal redemption, must always be a question that only we can answer. Rut the call of God to conversion, redemption and life eternal has gone out into all the earth, "Ho, every one that thirstcth. come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buv and eat, yea, come buy wine and milk without money and without price . . . Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and vour soul shall live."
By Melva Purkis
