LIBYA AND BIBLE PROPHECY
LESSONS FOR THE LAST DAYS
O

N 1 7 April, 1 984, a burst of automatic gunfire left a woman police constable dying on a London street. The gunfire came from the Libyan People's Bureau and sparked off a major international incident.
The killing of W.P.C. Fletcher, described by the British government as a "barbarous outrage", was just one of many violent incidents associated in recent years with Libya. Libya has been accused of following a policy of world-wide terrorism. Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi has been branded by President Reagan as "the most dangerous man in the world".
And yet Libya is a country only 35 years old and with a population hardly bigger than Wales. In 1951 Libya was the poorest country on earth. The rise of Libya from a poor nomadic people living in a colonial desert, through national independence to the centre of the world stage is a remarkable story. Even more remarkable is the fact that this development was anticipated in the Bible.
Bible prophecies recorded 2,500 years ago predicted the rise of Libya as a military power hostile to Israel. The Bible also predicted the climate of international terrorism and violence, so terribly fulfilled today, which will immediately precede the return of Christ. But we need not despair: there is good news. The Bible shows that Jesus Christ is coming to "break in pieces the oppressor" (Psalm 72:4) and establish the kingdom of God on earth, and then there will be "abundance of peace".
Libya is one more sign of the certainty that Christ's return is near.
Libya in Bible Times
The King James translation of the Bible uses the name "Libya" to translate two Hebrew names, Put (or Phut] and Lubim. Scholars have not always agreed on the precise location of these peoples, but the consensus of modern opinion supports the K.J.V. (see the Oxford Bible Atlas and the Macmillan Bible Atlas}. But anyway, internal Bible evidence shows that Put and Lubim were near neighbours of ancient Egypt and Cush (modern day Sudan and Ethiopia) -• and that is where Libya is today.
Both Put and Lubim acquired reputations for military prowess; they provided mercenaries for the armies of Egypt (2 Chronicles 12:3; Ezekiel 30:5) and Phoenicia (Ezekiel 27:10), But the greatest military role for Libya is still future.
Latter Day Prophecies of Libya
In the Bible God has given us a clear picture of world events at the time when Jesus Christ will return to earth. Recent events in Libya fit perfectly with these prophecies.
Two Bible prophecies predict that Libya will join Russia in the great latter day invasion of Israel. In the book of Ezekiel, chapter 38, the prophet foresees a massive con​federacy of nations invading the land of Israel, only to be destroyed by God. The leader of the armies is called Gog and Rosh, ancient names for what we now know as Russia. In league with Russia are:
"Persia (Iran), Ethiopia, and Libya" (v. 5).
The second reference is in the book of Daniel, chapter 1 1. This is a complex prophecy covering the many invasions of the land of Israel from the time of the ancient empires of Persia and Greece, to the more recent Turkish occupa​tion of Palestine, and beyond to the final Russian onslaught. And we are told that in this final Russian invasion:
"The Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps" (v. 43).
Of the many nations which will take part in the out​working of latter day prophecies, the Bible focuses on Libya and Ethiopia for special attention. So 2,500 years ago the Bible predicted that Libya and Ethiopia would
*   exist as distinct peoples at the time of the coming of Christ;
**•   be allies of Russia against Israel; and
*   have armies which would take part in an invasion of Israel.
These astounding prophecies can only truly be appreciated when we look at the history of these countries from the times of Ezekiel and Daniel to the present day. In this booklet we concentrate on Libya; separate pamphlets are available on the fulfilment of Bible prophecy in other lands of the Middle East.
The Fail and Rise of Libya
For two millennia after Ezekiel and Daniel prophesied. Libya languished as a downtrodden colony of the super​powers. Waves of invaders rolled across once fertile North Africa. These included the Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Vandals, Byzantines, Arabs, Turks, Italians and Germans.
Under the Romans, Libya had been a prosperous pro​vince, but the Barbarian invasions left Libya as a home for pirates. In the 7th century Libya lost its ties with Europe as a result of Arab invasions. From then until the 16th century the history of Libya was "marked by political confusion and intertribal and dynastic warfare and an absence of strong, comprehensive unity for any signifi​cant period".1 In 1551 Libya was incorporated into the Ottoman-Turkish Empire. The political situation fluctuated over the following centuries but "the history of nine​teenth century Ottoman Libya — characterised by con​tinued corruption, sporadic revolt and repression, and an
1.   Area Handbook of Libya, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973, p. 19.
absence of development—was part of general imperial decline".2 In the 20th century Libya was viewed by Italy as a colony to be exploited, and in 1 932 Italy overran the whole territory.
And yet in order for Libya to fulfil her place in Bible prophecy dramatic changes had to take place.
These changes came after the Second World War. Following the defeat of Italy, the superpowers could not agree on the future of Libya at the United Nations and "in the end, major power rivalry precipitated the creation of an independent state" On 24 December, 1951, Libya became the first independent state born under U.N. aegis.
It is no coincidence that Libyan independence followed only 3 years after the rebirth of the nation of Israel. Bible prophecy showed thtn the futures of both countries were to be intimately cix^erted. What is more, the important prophecy of Ezekiei 38 which refers to Libya and Russia also described The rebirth of the nation of Israel. This is the description of the land to be invaded:
"The land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the moun​tains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations" (v. 8).
Only since 1948, when the nation of Israel was re​established, could this prophecy be fulfilled. Just three years later Libya emerged from centuries of downtreading ready to take her place in the outworking of this prophecy.
Libya Switches Alliance
Ezekiel showed that the new nation of Libya would become hostile to Israel and her allies. And yet at independence Libya was in no position to be hostile to anyone. The World Bank declared Libya to be the world's poorest country. Furthermore during the 1950s, Libya was pro-Western. For example, in 1953 she signed a 20 year treaty of friendship and alliance with Britain and
Area Handbook of Libya, p. 22.
in 1 954 a 1 7-year treaty with the U.S.A. Britain and the U.S.A. gave Libya financial, economic and military aid and in return were allowed military bases in Libya: the Wheelus air base was U.S.A.'s largest overseas air base. Lioya declined Soviet economic aid. The situation has been summarised as follows: "The new country led a sleepy existence with a small number of Libyans and foreigners prof/ting from the rent paid by the United States and Great Britain in return for the use of the bases of Wheelus and El Adem. But the bulk of the population lived in absolute poverty and neglect until. . . "The turning point was the discovery of oil in 1959 and it " . . shook the country from its slumber and dragged it into the 20th century".3
There followed a rapid development of the three trends expected from Bible prophecy:
*k
Anti-Israel stance;
*
Pro-Soviet stance;
*
Militarisation.
Oil revolutionised Libya's economy and gave it interna​tional prestige and political influence. In 1968 Libya was producing more oil than Saudi Arabia; Britain received 20% of its oil supplies from Libya, in the 1960s the in​fluence of Arab nationalism grew and so did anti-Israeli feeling. After the rout_of Arab armies by Israel in the Six Day War in June, 1 967, there were riots at tne British and U.S. embassies in Libya. Libya placed an embargo on oil supplies to countries supporting Israel.
On 1 September, 1969, King Idris was ousted in a bloodless coup, and Colonel Muammar Gaddafi rose to power. Virtually overnight Libya shifted from the con​servative Arab camp to become a radical Socialist state. "The government's foreign policies evolved from . . . obsessive hatred of Israel" . By 1 970 U.K. and U.S. bases were removed. In 1970 foreign banks in Libya were nationalised. In 1971 Libya began the process of nationalising foreign oil interests amidst strong protests from Western governments.
3.   Middle East Review, 1981. p. 224.
In 1974 Libya and the U.S.S.R. signed trade agreements and granted each other "most favoured nation status". A joint communique referred to their close position on international problems and particularly in con​demning Israel and her allies. There were promises of military cooperation, and the U.S.S.R. began to supply arms to Libya. Libyan ties with Eastern bloc countries were strengthened in 1982 and 1983 when friendship and cooperation treaties were either planned or concluded with Czechoslovakia, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and the Soviet Union.
The Arms Race and Internationa! Terrorism
The important prophecy of Ezekiel 38 referred to the time when Israel would be re-established as a nation after hundreds of years of dispersion. The prophecy of Joel chapter 3 also speaks of this time. Verse 1 says:
"For behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem ..."
And then the prophecy goes on to describe the interna​tional affairs in which Libya now features prominently. Verse 9 says:
"Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: beat your plowshares into swords, and yourpruninghooks into spears."
Here the Bible describes the madness of the arms race; nations spending vast amounts of money on armaments. Scarce resources which could be devoted to agriculture and social welfare are being diverted to more and more expensive and sophisticated weapons. And even the poorest nations are joining in. Consider that even during terrible famine Ethiopia is spending half its national wealth on arms!
In addition to this specific prophecy about the nations preparing for war, the Scriptures predict the anxious mood of the nations:
"Men's hearts failing thorn for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth"
(Luke 21:26).
Furthermore Jesus himself described the days just before his coming as being like the days of Noah when men were preoccupied with this life, to the complete exclusion of God. The consequence of this way of life is described in Genesis 6:
"The earth was filled with violence" (v. 11).
Libya has certainly played her part in the fulfilment of these prophecies.
The discovery of oil gave Libya the wealth to buy the most modern armaments, and for these she turned to Russia. In 1975 arms supplies from the U.S.S.R. were estimated to be worth $800m. By 1 982 this had risen to $ 1 2bn. By 1983 the Libyans were armed almost entirely by Russia: armaments included 3,000 tanks, new MIG fighter planes and submarines. On 6 January, 1 986, The Times reported that Libya now has "the most lavishly equipped army in Africa". The Middle East Review stated in 1982 that "the armed forces and local militia are unable to maintain and use much of the sophisticated material. The U.S. administration points to this and to the presence of 5,000 East bloc military and civilian advisers as proof of Libya's potential role as a Soviet base" (p. 199).
In 1983 Libya embarked on a policy to build a revolu​tionary war economy, introducing military sciences into the curricula of schools and universities. Armed confron​tations have taken place in Chad, Egypt and Sudan.
The rise of Libya as an economic and political force in world affairs has been accompanied by a reputation for sponsoring international terrorism, including supplying arms to the Irish Republican Army (I.R.A.), and the Italian Red Brigades as well as laying mines in the Red Sea. In 1980 President Gaddafi demanded that all Libyans who were opponents of his government should return by 1 1 June, or face "physical liquidation", and Libya was accused of sending out assassination squads. The same
year Libyan embassies were replaced by "People's Com​mittees" and there was a wave of political assassinations throughout Europe.
Tensions rose between Libya and Western countries, especially U.S. and U.K. In 1981 President Reagan pledged to make the fight against "international terrorism" a cornerstone of his foreign policy. On 19 August, 1981, the U.S. air force shot down two Libyan planes off the coast of Libya. The next day Colonel Gaddafi declared that Libya was ready to defend its territorial waters "even if it means bilateral war with the U.S. or a third world war".
In 1984 a further wave of assassinations and bomb attacks, including the killing of W.P.C. Yvonne Fletcher and the Heathrow and Manchester bombings, caused Britain to sever diplomatic relations with Libya. In 1985, following the hijacking of the T.W.A. airliner, President Reagan warned the world that a "confederation of ter​rorist states" including Iran, Libya, North Korea, Cuba and Nicaragua was "engaged in war against the government of the United States". Libya in return has accused the U.S. of imperialism.
So here we have the extraordinary scene of the world's most powerful nation, the U.S.A., being challenged by one of the world's newest and smallest countries.
To see the significance of this we need to go back to the prophecy of Joel 3. Here in verse 10 the prophecy about the arms race also says:
"Prepare war . . . let the weak say, I am strong"
Making Gadaffi a Goliath
The Hebrew words for "weak" and "strong" are of par​ticular interest. "Weak" is the word used to describe nations which have been brought low by a conquering power (Isaiah 14:12). "Strong" is the word used to describe a mighty warrior. It is used of Goliath the Philistine giant who was the "champion" for his nation. Libya is a powerful illustration of how this prophecy is
being fulfilled; a downtrodden "weak" nation has suddenly risen up to challenge other nations as if it were a giant in world affairs. Libya sees itself as a champion of numerous causes such as the Palestinian refugees. "The present rulers of Libya love to tell foreign visitors: 'We are not the first small country to want to change the world, but we are the first to have not only the will, but also the means'" (Middle East Review, 1981, p. 223).
Future Developments?
In the prophecy of Ezekiel 38, Libya is linked with Ethiopia and Persia (Iran). It is possible therefore that further developments before the return of Christ will see these three countries move closer together. It was very interesting in this light to see that in June, 1985, Libya agreed on political and military cooperation with Iran which is still engaged in a war with Iraq. Because of this agreement Iraq suspended diplomatic relations with Libya on 26 July, 1985.
The links between Libya and Biblical "Cush" (Ethiopia and Sudan) seem particularly important since these two nations are specially mentioned together again in Daniel 1 1:43. Is it possible that a close confederacy will exist between them at Christ's coming? America greatly fears such a development since it could complete a pro-Soviet ring around the Middle East.
On several occasions, Libya, driven on by Arab national​ism, has sought unions with neighbouring countries. Unions with Sudan, Egypt, Algeria, Syria, Chad and Mauritania have been attempted and failed. One stumbling block has been Libya's insistence on a military solution to the Arab-Israeli controversy. However, the newly developing situation in Sudan may yet bring about closer and more stable ties. Diplomatic relations with Sudan were broken off in 1 981 but, following the coup in Sudan in April, 1985, Libya was the first to recognise the new leadership. It has been alleged that Libya recently offered Sudan large sums of money to denounce the Camp David peace treaty between Egypt and Israel; and on 8 July, 1 985, a military agreement was signed.
Lessons for the Last Days
Despite the unpredictable and sometimes contradictory pronouncements of the Libyan President a clear trend has emerged in Libyan policy. The last 1 5 years have seen Libya move from Western ally to Soviet ally, and militarisation has gone on apace. Central to Libyan posturing is its fervent hatred of Israel and Zionism. We certainly could not rule out the possibility of further changes taking place in Libya, and new leadership could alter Libya's high profile in international affairs, but, at last, after so many centuries, we can see how Libya could now take her place in the final chapter of the history of the kingdoms of men.
Libya is but one sign amongst many of the nearness of Christ's return. Bible prophecies such as Ezekiel 38, Joel 3 and Luke 21 have been given to us by God to warn us and encourage us to prepare for the coming of Christ, so that we may share in God's promised kingdom on earth. To be prepared we need to learn what God requires of us. There is no time to lose. Let a man from Libya —from Cyrene, on the northern coast—show you the way.
As they led Jesus to crucifixion, the cross he carried became too heavy to bear. So "they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus"
(Luke 23:26). Here is a living parable of the only way to please God. Jesus said:
"If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24).
We have a choice between the uncertain pleasures of an anxious world, and the permanent joy and peace of the Kingdom of God. The only way to inherit the blessings of this kingdom and everlasting life is to learn, believe, and obey the Truth of the Gospel. There is little time left. Reader, use it wisely!
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