ETHIOPIA, SUDAN, AND BIBLE PROPHECY
LESSONS FOR THE LAST DAYS
T

ERRIBLE famine has brought Ethiopia and her African neighbours to the forefront of the world's attention. Everyone is now familiar with the heartbreaking sight of starving children holding out empty hands to the world— but how many know the wonderful Bible promise for Ethiopia which lies behind the words of Psalm 68:31 ? —
"Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands to God."
This is just one Bible reference to Ethiopia which en​courages us to look beyond the present distress to the time when God will provide the solutions to the problems man cannot solve. And we can be sure that when this happens relief for the starving and sick will not be blocked or hindered because of ideological clashes and administra​tive confusions or banditry and black-marketeering.
Psalm 68 is speaking of the time when the rulers of our world will be under the control of an all-powerful world government headed by a King whom God has already appointed—Jesus Christ. This is called in the Bible— The Kingdom of God.
Numerous Bible prophecies speak of the Kingdom of God and the tremendous blessings it will bring to this world. Of special importance to Ethiopia* and the other African countries which have shared in the recent devastating drought is the promise of Psalm 72. Speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, God promises that:
"He shall judge the poor of the people. He shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor" (v. 4).
* Ethiopia is of course just one of a number of countries specially mentioned in the Bible which in God's plan feature in the events leading up to the Kingdom of God.
"For He shall spare the poor and needy and shall save the souls of the needy" (v. 1 3).
This is part of the good news (Gospel) which God teaches us in His Word, the Bible. The Lord Jesus Christ came preaching this good news and so did his apostles after he ascended to heaven. Their message is that Jesus will return from heaven to set up God's kingdom on earth. But when? In the Bible God has given us a clear picture of what the world will be like just before Christ comes. Recent events in Ethiopia and neighbouring countries fit perfectly with these Bible prophecies.
Ethiopia in Bible Times
In the Authorised or King James translation of the Old Testament Scriptures the name "Ethiopia" is a translation of the Hebrew word "Cush". It was the nation to the south of Egypt with Libya and Arabia as its neighbours. The nation corresponds to the Cushite kingdom some​times allied to Egypt and which was centred first at the city of Napata and then further south at Meroe. Both Napata and Merpe are in modern Sudan but the Cushite empire extended into parts of modern-day Ethiopia. Ullen-dorff in his book Ethiopia and the Bible (1 968) states: "It is clear, therefore, that the Biblical 'Cush' is a vague term connoting the entire Nile valley south of Egypt, including Nubia (Sudan) and Abyssinia (Ethiopia)."
The Bible shows that at one time during the period of the kingdom of Judah, the Ethiopians came to dominate Egypt (Nahum 3:9), until they were humbled by the Assyrians (Isaiah 20:4). The kingdom of Cush based at Meroe lasted into New Testament times and was known to the ancient Greeks as Ethiopia, at the edge of the then known world. Acts 8 recounts the conversion of an Ethiopian who was the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians. Archaeologists have confirmed that Candace was queen at Meroe.
In the first century A.D., Meroe was attacked by the city of Aksum and the kingdom of Cush was soon incor​porated into the Aksumite empire. Aksum is in modern-day Ethiopia and the Ethiopians have long identified
CUSH AND ITS NEIGHBOURS IN ANCIENT TIMES
themselves with Biblical "Cush". Indeed the main group of languages of Ethiopia today is called Cushitic.
Latter Day Prophecies of Ethiopia and Russia
The prophet Ezekiel was moved by God to prophesy of momentous events in the Middle East which were to occur at the coming of Christ. In the book of Ezekiel, chapter 38, the prophet sees a massive confederacy of nations invading the land of Israel, only to be destroyed by God. The leader of the armies is described by the names Gog and Rosh which are ancient terms for what we now know as Russia.
So 2,500 years ago the Bible predicted an invasion of Israel by Russia centuries before Russia was even recognised as a unified nation let alone a Superpower.
To prove that this prophecy must be referring to our days we should note that in verse 8 the invasion is to be of the modern miracle nation of Israel. This is the descrip​tion of the land to be invaded:
"The land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the moun​tains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations" (v. 8).
Verse 5 of the prophecy tells us that Ethiopia is one of the nations to join Russia in the invasion of Israel.
So the Bible predicted 2,500 years ago that Ethiopia would:
•    exist as a distinct nation at the time of the coming of Christ;
•    be an ally of Russia against Israel;
•    have an army which would take part in an invasion of Israel.
This astounding prophecy can only be truly appreciated when we look at the history of Ethiopia from the time of Ezekiel to the present day.
Following the overthrow of Meroe in the first century A.D., the centre of power moved south-east to Aksum. In
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THE MIDDLE EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA IN MODERN TIMES
the 4th century A.D. the Aksum empire was christianised. Ethiopia maintained some degree of independence over the ensuing centuries, but with the fall of North Africa to Islam in the 7th and 8th centuries A.D. she was cut off from the world: the Christian kingdom retreated to the mountains of modern-day Ethiopia. The famous historian Gibbon wrote of Ethiopia following the rise of Islam that:
"Encompassed on all sides by the enemies of their religion the Ethiopians slept near a thousand years, forgetful of the world by whom they were forgotten."
So for nearly a thousand years after the prophecy of Ezekiel, Ethiopia played no significant part in international affairs.
For centuries Ethiopia was way outside Russian in​fluence. But for the Bible prophecy to come true Ethiopia had to be woken up. Unlike many other ancient nations Ethiopia had to re-emerge in the modern world as a recognisable nation. This came about when the Portu​guese explorers and traders re-introduced Ethiopia to the world at the end of the 15th century A.D. For the next 450 years Ethiopia was known to the western world as Abyssinia.
An Astonishing Turnabout
The recent history of Ethiopia shows an amazing turn​about in international relations to bring Ethiopia into line with the Bible prophecy. Early in this century Ethiopia came under the forced protection of Italy and from 1 935-1 941 Ethiopia disappeared as an independent state when the invading Italians made Abyssinia part of Italian East Africa. At this time, of course, communist Russia was no friend of Fascist Italy. The British liberated Abyssinia in 1 941 and the ancient name of Ethiopia was once again adopted —a remarkable reminder to the world that after so long this ancient people had awakened to play the part which the Bible had foretold.
But in 1 941 Ethiopia was still not properly placed to fit Ezekiel's prophecy. She was on the wrong side. Ezekiel
had prophesied that Ethiopia would be on Russia's side, but in 1941 she was under the influence of Britain and America. Then in 1974 famine and civil war led to the overthrow of Haile Selassie and to the establishment of a Marxist state. Yet even so the situation did not exactly fit, for the U.S.A. was still Ethiopia's sole provider of military aid—and Russia was supplying arms to Ethiopia's enemy Somalia.
However, on April 27, 1 977, the U.S.A. announced the withdrawal of military aid because of alleged civil rights offences. Within ten days the Ethiopian head of state visited the U.S.S.R. to meet President Brezhnev and signed a declaration of co-operation. Then a/most over​night, the Russians changed sides in the war between Somalia and Ethiopia.
The current position was described in The Times of January 1 1, 1985:
"Some 2,000 Soviet advisors have helped con​struct one of the more powerful armies in Africa, while between 3,000 and 4,000 Cuban troops are thought to remain from the 10,000 which helped Mengistu defeat the Somalis in the Ogaden."
At last, after so many centuries, Ethiopia is set to take her place alongside her newly found ally, Russia. Here is a sure sign that the Apocalyptic events described in the Bible are soon to take place. Jesus Christ is on the verge of returning to establish God's Kingdom on earth.
"Operation Moses"
The Ethiopian crisis has one more lesson for those who know God's plan revealed in the Bible.
The Ethiopian kings for centuries claimed to be descended from the Queen of Sheba and Solomon, King of Israel. It is said also that when the Queen of Sheba returned from Solomon, notable Jews accompanied her and that these Jews migrated with the Arabians into Ethiopia. Whether this is the case or not, it is clear that from antiquity there has been a Jewish presence in Ethiopia. Probably these colonies were expanded by Jews
dispersed throughout the nations after the Assyrians destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel, and many of the indigenous population were converted to Judaism. When Ethiopia's Aksumite Empire was christianised in the 4th century A.D. not all were converted. Judaism was still adhered to by the ancestors of the modern day Falashas —the black Ethiopian Jews.
Whether the Falashas are blood descendants of the Jewish emigres or whether they were very early converts to Judaism is not clear, but they are now accepted as bona fide Jews. The history of the Falashas is one more testing truth of the Bible. Just as their white brethren, the Falashas have been persecuted and hounded by Muslims and Christians alike—because they were Jews.
For God had foretold of the Jews in Deuteronomy 28: "And ye shall be left few in number" (v. 62).
"The Lord shall scatter thee among all people" (v.
64).
"Among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot find rest" (v. 65).
"Thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee" (v. 37).
And this was the experience of the Falashas whose very name (which means wanderers in exile) is counted as an insult. One king of Ethiopia, Zar'a Ya'kob (1434-1468) even gave himself the title: "exterminator of the jews."
But God also promised His chosen people:
"Though I have made a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee" (Jeremiah 30:1 1).
And so the Ethiopian Jews have survived, although in greatly reduced numbers.
Furthermore God said:
"Lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord: and I will cause them to return to the
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land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it" (Jeremiah 30:3).
By 1 947, under the controlling hand of God, the Jews had returned in sufficient numbers for the nation to be reborn. Now, in 1 985, the attention of the world has been drawn to the black Jews of Ethiopia trying desperately to reach their life-long ambition —Israel. The airlift of Falashas from Sudan to Israel —"Operation Moses" —is one more almost incredible chapter in the fulfilment of these Bible prophecies. In Operation Moses some 7,000 Jews who trekked from Ethiopia to Sudan were airlifted to Israel in secret.
Initially some 2,000-4,000 Jews were stranded in Sudan when the airlift was prematurely ended in January 1 985 and The Times of January 8, 1 985, indicated that there may yet be 10,000 Falashas still in Ethiopia. But quite amazingly Scripture leads us to* expect that not all the Falashas will return to Israel before Christ comes. For in Isaiah 1 1 we are shown a picture of the time when Christ is ruling from Jerusalem. Only then will he complete the regathering of the Jews. Verses 1 1 and 1 2 read:
"The Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush (Ethiopia) . . . and He shall. . . assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. "
So there must be Jews in Ethiopia after Christ has begun his work in the earth.
Watch Sudan as well!
Since ancient Cush (Ethiopia) in Bible times encom​passed part of what is now the Sudan, we may yet see that country fall into line with its Ethiopian neighbours. The Sudan obtained independence from joint Egyptian and British control only in 1956. Formerly it was known as the Anglo-Egyptian Protectorate and is still pro-Western. In The Times on January 11, 1985, it was
A FALASHA BOY LEARNS WITH HIS CLASSMATE IN ISRAEL
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reported that "western governments are concerned that the fall of Numeiry to left-wing forces could create a 'red ring' from Libya in the north-west to Ethiopia in the south​east, and over the Gulf of Aden to South Yemen".
On April 6, 1 985, President Numeiry was ousted by the army. For the moment the new regime seems to be preser​ving the pro-western stance of Sudan, although it has already made diplomatic moves towards Libya and Ethiopia. In the south of Sudan a civil war is being waged by guerrilla forces supported by Ethiopia. It seems therefore that the entire territory of ancient Cush could be moving rapidly towards alignment with Russia.
What does all this mean to you?
Ethiopia is one more sign of the nearness of Christ's return and it stands alongside the great witness of modern-day Israel. Christ is coming to establish God's kingdom on earth and bring in the promised era of righteousness and peace.
Let an Ethiopian show you how you can share in God's plan of salvation.
In Acts 8 we read of an Ethiopian eunuch who had come to Jerusalem to worship. Does this mean that he was a Falasha? Quite possibly. Why else would an Ethio​pian be worshipping in Jerusalem?
The Ethiopian was reading the prophecy of Isaiah chapter 53 but he did not understand who it was referring to. So God sent Philip to explain that the prophecy was about Jesus Christ. "Then Philip . . . began at the same Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus."
The Ethiopian believed the Gospel message preached to him from the Old Testament Scriptures. He desired to obey it and was baptized in water. He went on his way rejoicing because he had the hope of everlasting life in the kingdom of God. This could be your hope. But time is fast running out.
Will you learn the lessons of Ethiopia and the Ethiopian?
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