Dark Clouds and Silver Linings
1      If this booklet said "All is well!" it would be publishing a lie. If it said "All is lost!" the lie would be just as black. If all is well, there would be no need to do anything about it; if all is lost, there would be no point.
2      What we do say is: "Things look black. If God left us alone all would be lost."
3      And then we add: "But there is a bright side. God has His plans. For those who work with Him, all will be we/I."
4      you, the reader, cannot be expected to take any notice of point (3) unless you are convinced of point (2). If you are convinced of (2), you will want to react to (3) by saying: "Then what must I do about it?"
That is why you must be convinced how black the cloud is: that is why the first part of this booklet is rather sombre. And that is why we want you to read it humbly, so that the second part can really play its part and make you glad.
THE NUCLEAR AGE
INVENTIONS GOOD AND BAD
This age is no more nuclear than any other. There was stone before the Stone Age and iron before the Iron Age. But then they learned to build with stone—and throw stones; then they learned to make ploughshares with iron —and swords. Atoms have always had nuclei, and some of these were quietly breaking up, giving off their particles and rays, before ever men of science found it out, and used their findings to make atomic reactors — and nuclear and thermonuclear weapons in which a pound or two of distilled devilry could wreak more havoc than millions of tons of the best they had before.
"God made man upright, but they have sought out many in​ventions"1. There is no harm in inventions. We are neither better nor worse for knowing about thermonuclear processes. It is con​venient to have a new source of energy, but it is not morally praiseworthy; and it is frightful to have millions of lives at the mercy of a single man, but it is not morally worse to take them than it was to murder a single innocent with the bare hands. More wholesale it certainly is, but the sin of those who commit either the one deed or the other is our common sin. What the writer of our quotation meant was something like: "God gave man a good start, but men will keep thinking things up!"
Meanwhile, since we are all in much greater danger of perishing in a nuclear war than we are of being murdered with the bare hands, it is a matter of some urgency to see how bad the situation really is for us.
No one really knows how bad it could be. Half a dozen "ordinary" hydrogen bombs properly spaced in the United
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Kingdom —sent from missile launchers which are already poised and provisioned —would bring death (quick or slow), maiming, sterility or the fear of monstrous offspring to at least half our population; and those who survived might emerge from their deep shelters to find the world defiled and stinking around them, with all the things that govern​ment used to do no longer being done. In every country so struck, life as it used to be lived would cease to be, and modern man, softened by centuries of civilisation, would find his surviving remnants plunged into a pitiless chaos.
"Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth."2
That is the Bible picture of such a time. It is not yet true, as these words are written. At this moment the world carries on as though nothing were the matter. Sport, gamb​ling and television are its escapes, careers and wealth its ambitions, wine and women its dissipations. For most men and women politics are for the politician and preaching for the parson. Most of us at this moment—and how precarious is the situation that the writer should need to safeguard himself against a change which could come overnight—can drug ourselves into unawareness of the appalling realities. As the same prophecy has it: "They shall be eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage . . . and knew not until the flood came and took them all away."3
But there is every reason for the terror, as the world may find one day, when the evil breaks out and the drugs withdraw their comfort. One dreadful day in 1 945 a single atom bomb fell out of a blue sky on to Hiroshima and destroyed a city of half-a-million; when surrender was refused, Japan waited, stricken, for the next blow. It is those two days of waiting, between Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which we could conjure up: that is the kind of terror which the world would be feeling every day of its life, if it were awake to its peril. One day the awakening will
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come, "and they shall say to the mountains and rocks. Fall on us and hide us".4
There is no comfort to be found in today's half-peace. When "Christian nations" dropped the first nuclear weapon, they lost the right to complain if atheist nations should choose to do the same: we live perpetually in the shadow of a 100 megaton bomb so powerful that it is unsafe to use it in Europe for fear of the damage it would do in Asia!
If only the statesmen of the world showed signs of coming to agreement, there might seem to be less ground for anxiety. But when universal destruction hovers over us all, they wrangle about merely token reductions in the numbers of warheads on each side, and engage in constant, perilous provocations in the Middle East, Central America, and South-East Asia, and everywhere an emergent nation provides another pawn for East to play against West, or West against East.
UNITED NATIONS?
The very name is a mockery. When the old League of Nations was sensibly quartered in neutral Geneva there did seem a real chance that the nations might unite. Only the defiant imperialism of Japan, Italy and Germany showed how fragile was its power. The world had truly, if only for 10 or 1 5 years, thought that the experiment might succeed. It is hard to believe that such thoughts were ever seriously entertained of the "United Nations". New York was a shockingly inept choice for its headquarters in a bitterly divided world; the veto in its Security Council was the surest guarantee that nothing could be done whenever the great powers disagreed. The interventions of the United Nations in Korea, Indo-China, Suez, Israel and the Lebanon have left deep dissatisfactions on one side at least in every case, and have no air of permanence about the arrange​ments reached. The running sores of Berlin, foreign bases, and the countless provocations of the cold war, reveal how little men and women of opposite outlooks truly intend or want to put the real welfare of their peoples above the desire to see their own side triumph. In face of that, what hope of peace can there be?
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Indeed, one of the most discouraging signs in discussions be​tween the nations is the new art of using words as weapons, rather than instruments of truth. Men seem to be saying, not, "How shall I most clearly express the truth?" but, "Which words, true or false, will produce best the effect I want?" As soon as this "newspeak" policy is consciously adopted, and truth ceases to matter, nothing can be done to help us. Our race has committed the irremediable sin of lying against the truth. "Evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived."5
ANOTHER KIND OF EXPLOSION
Another frightful omen shows the extent to which events are passing outside human control. World population in 1800 A.D. was around 900 million; in 1900 it was 1,600 million, and in 1940 2,200 million. Today it is likely that it exceeds 3,000 million. It is estimated that by the year 2000 A.D. it will have topped 6,000 million. This fantastic increase has already earned the name of "the population explosion". Yet more than half the world's population is already underfed: what is it to be like at the end of the century? The success of men of science in preserving the lives of mothers and infants, and hindering the spread of epidemic disease, has been matched neither by the world's ability to control its own human fertility nor by corresponding increase in food supplies.
There are no signs that man can resolve this problem before it gets out of hand: and the Western world, which has more or less learned to keep its population under control, would be aghast, were its eyes open to the peril, at the overflowing menace from countries which already hopelessly outnumber them, and may shortly have the weapons wherewith to make their numbers well-nigh irresistible.
HOW IT ALL CAME ABOUT
These are some of the problems. Were there nothing to be said on the other side, we could answer our title question by No! at once. But before we accept the hopeless consequences of that
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and run to join the many who are already saying, "Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die nuclear death!"6, let us take a look into causes. How have we arrived at this desperate situation? Why is our race the only unit in creation which seems permanently at odds with its nature and its fellows? The beasts live lives which we may think of as cruel or afflicted (with our im​perfect knowledge of their natures), but they preserve a balance among themselves and conduct themselves according to their true nature, without consciousness of sin and without perver​sion: only man resorts to lust, lies and wars, committing atrocities which would be unthinkable among the beasts.7 Why is it so?
We are a fallen race.8
Our cleverness and inventiveness is not the whole story. Our civilisation does nothing to improve the nature which we bear. Science does not convert sinners into saints. And as the restraints of a Christianity which men once honoured are cast off, our science makes our sinfulness more destructive. Science ultimately does nothing, either, to make us happier: it may make our mortality more bearable and our pains more controllable, but the vast increase in leisure which the civilised lands experience today has, however strange we might think it, contributed to an increase in the suicide rate in some of the most developed lands.
It is people like ourselves who make the wars. "From whence come wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?"7 James actually wrote these words to a community of Christians, whom he seems to be reminding that the causes of their own quarrels are the same universal passions which lead the rest of the world into war. There is something in all men, including the religious ones, which makes it impossible for us, left to ourselves, to control our own desires. The religious man does at least want to do so; but when man shakes off religion and abandons the restraint of belief in God —as in our day he largely has—then the situation becomes desperate.
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The Bible is full of revealing comments on our nature, all confir​ming and extending this judgment of James. Our heart, it tells us, is "desperately sick" and "deceitful above all things". We are unable to guide our own footsteps. Wicked men are like the troubled sea which casts up mire and dirt. The heart of man lends itself to "evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness". Such things are so characteristic of the nature we bear that they are grouped together as "the works of the flesh".9
How can such people as we are expect to put the world right? "He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God."10 These words are a prophecy, but they are also our own condemnation. The world will never be put right if it is left to us.
The Bible tells us how we came to be like this. God made our first parents with the freedom to choose, "in the image and likeness of God". Their choice led them to disobedience and rebellion, seeking to be themselves as God, "to know good and evil"—to make their own standards of right and wrong and disclaim the authority of their Creator.11
We are their children. We are sinners through indulgence of the desires we inherit from them. As such we are helpless either to overcome our own infirmities or to put right those of others. If such a race were left to itself, even were it possible to avert the nuclear catastrophe which threatens us, ultimate survival would be impossible. There have been occasions in the past when God, simply to keep the world from utter ruin, has had to visit parts or all of it with destruction, and in our own unbelieving days such a time would come again. Indeed, it actually will, for though the Bible speaks terribly of a time when the whole fabric of the world's economy will be dissolved it does not do so in terms of man destroying himself: it does so in terms of God's destruction of "them that destroy the earth".12 That is, when all seems lost and there is nothing which man can do to recover himself, God
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will step in and put in motion the plan for reconstruction.
With that promise before us, we can already answer our title-question: The earth will survive the nuclear age, and mankind will not be wiped out. There will be human survivors, too.
It is not a question of whether survival is possible. It is both possible and promised. God who created the earth, we are told, "formed it to be inhabited. He created it not in vain." God, who foresaw the fall of His creatures, did not omit to provide for the remedy. The earth, He says, shall be filled with His glory. The question is how survival may be guaranteed, and what steps are needed to ensure it for ourselves.13
THE THREE STAGES OF RECOVERY What the world needs is:
(1)
The Perfect Ruler;
(2)
The Perfect People;                                         ,
(3)
The Perfect State.
The world does not usually look at the matter in this way. What it needs, we are apt to think, is plenty of everything, plenty of time to enjoy it, plenty of wealth to obtain it, and adequate assurance that we shall not be disturbed in our indulgence. How such a recipe proposed to deal with the completely insoluble problem of our having to die and leave it, no-one has yet explain​ed. But the other prescription, as we shall see, deals with the crowning problem as well.
We take the points in order.
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(1)   THE PERFECT RULER
. ,    . .     „
The perfect Ruler did not come ready made. Though God in countless promises told of his coming, he had to fight a hard battle before he was fitted for his position. We can encourage ourselves now with such promises as "A King shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment"; and, "Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
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Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end"; but it was not merely a question of God sending His Son, and His Son there and then introducing the blessings of universal peace. There was much to be done first.14
Jesus came with all our disabilities strong upon him. He could have yielded, as we yield, to sin, and that would have disqualified ruling over men justly, in the fear of God.10 He could have yielded to the desires of those Jews who fed richly on his miraculous food, and become a king overnight: but this would have left un​solved the problems of his temptations and mortality, and would have done nothing to achieve the other two items in our pro​gramme.15
What he did do was to yield to the death of the Cross. And although this seemed to his enemies, and his friends, like yielding to the evil around him instead of conquering it, in fact it was the most complete conquest of evil that the world has seen. Jesus faced the claims of evil, assaulting him within, and repelled its every attack before finally he accepted death as the means of disposing of it once and for all.16
The consequences of this have been tremendous on two fronts. For the first time in history, the resurrection of Jesus, following after his crucifixion, produced a ruler from our race who is perfectly and permanently free from sin. Such a ruler is fit to rule over men; such a ruler will always fulfil the purpose of his God and Father; such a ruler will always seek the well-being of his subjects without favour. His "quick understanding in the fear of the Lord" will ensure that "He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth."17 When Jesus comes again to reign, his absolute power will be used according to the will of God: "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth" will, for the first time, not be the boast of a man exulting in his power to be a
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tyrant, but the sober truth permitting Jesus to make the world what God desires it to be, before he hands the perfected task back to his Father.18
But, also for the first time in history, men and women struggling against sin have found the perfect pattern of what it is like to be righteous, and the perfect Helper in achieving it. From his own experience, Jesus knows what it is like to be tempted, and has boundless compassion with those who, struggling in the same cause, call to him for help. From his own present heavenly station Jesus is mighty before the throne of God to procure the help which his disciples need, and gently guide their progress to a character nearer his own. And we, from our access to the holy revelation of his matchless life in the Scriptures, can see his journey to perfection and long to share it. From all angles, now that "there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus", the preparation of a perfect people to serve under the perfect Ruler has become a possibility.19
(2)  THE PERFECT PEOPLE
No such people yet exists. The raw material from which they are to be prepared is mankind as we know it: people such as ourselves. It is with this that the Gospel starts: "I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."
We begin by admitting the truth about ourselves. We do not naturally live an obedient and godly life. Any efforts of ours to reform are all too often short-lived, and invariably break down at the moments of strongest temptation. We are naturally mortal beings, and no improvement in our character can have the slightest effect on our ultimate death —if the matter were left to us.
The Lord provides a way of showing before God and men that we really mean this admission of weakness and helplessness. In almost the same breath as he talks about his own impending death, the Lord Jesus demands the same from his disciples: "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." Although Jesus is not here asking us
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to be crucified in the literal way in which he himself was, he is asking us to accept a crucified frame of mind. We are to look on our nature as he looked upon his, and see death and burial as the way of conquering it. One of his most faithful disciples looked on his conversion in exactly this way: "I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live." We are to admit all the faults which we have committed, and all our disposition to commit them, and ask God through Jesus to open up to us a new life. We are to see ourselves upon Jesus's cross, and as we behold him taken down and buried, we are to desire our old life to be buried with him.20
The Lord offers us a way, the way, of doing this. When he was baptized, he put it outside the power of any humble follower of his to refuse the rite when he said, "Thus it becometh us" — sinners and himself— "to fulfil all righteousness". Baptism is the burial whereby we are taught to put out of sight our old life, and start the new one offered to us by God.
The resurrection of Jesus offers us hope in two directions, now. For it tells us that the Christ who died is risen again, sitting on the right hand of God, ever living and making intercession for those who have taken on his name and now require his help. And it tells that God, who wrought this mighty act for Jesus, whom He loved, will do the same for those whom Jesus in his love has brought to Him. Christ is called the "firstfruits", the first luscious gathering of the harvest of flawless immortality to follow. That Jesus died and rose again is the assurance of the same to all of his faithful disciples who have died before his return.21
Are we claiming, then, that this world is to be saved from nuclear or other destruction by preaching: that all will be con​verted to this gospel until they throw away their arms and receive each other in love? Clearly not. Certainly it is by preaching that the population of the finally blessed world will be selected and called, but the coming of that blessedness cannot wait until all the world is converted. Else it would wait for ever. Of the time of his coming the Lord says: "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"22
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What we are claiming is that it is people who do respond to this preaching who can look the future in the face with confidence, and be certain of emerging from the coming trial to enter into the perfection to follow.
(3)   THE PERFECT STATE
Let us deal briefly with the grim details. The Bible tells us that, just as the world rejected the Lord when he came the first time, so it will try to reject him again. In spite of its own frightful problems, which will bring true the promise that "men's hearts shall fail them for fear" with which we started,2 the world will reject the opportunity of relief provided by the manifestation of Jesus. The heart of man is the same now as it was in the first century, and that same unwillingness to bend to the will of God will persist among the nations until the last.
As a result, though the world will not be permitted to bring about its own total destruction with its nuclear weapons—to whatever limited extent they may be used —its politics will undergo a more permanent dissolution by conflict with the Lord Jesus. To crucify him again will no longer be possible; no rejec​tion at all can hope to succeed. When "the kings of the earth rise up, and the rulers thereof take counsel together against the Lord and against his anointed", the only possible outcome will be that they will bring upon themselves grievous afflictions, and in spite of them all, God will "set his king upon his holy hill of Zion". Into the details of that conflict we will not go, but the references will provide much food for thought.23
The result will be a total transformation. "The Kingdom shall not be left unto other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever."24 The Lord Jesus, equipped with the power to reign and the righteousness to reign successfully, will be established as ruler in what he himself called "the city of the Great King."25
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A SIGN FOR ALL TO SEE
The Bible prophecies which we have mentioned all take one remarkable thing for granted. They assume that, at the time when God will intervene in the world, the Israelitish nation will be living in the Holy Land. When some of them were written, God was warning the people of impending scattering; when the Lord uttered his own prophecy, he did so against the background of his warning that their state was about to be destroyed. There is a living confidence amongst the prophets of God from beginning to end that the Jewish nation cannot perish. God's promises, in spite of its unworthiness, demand its survival and its restoration to Palestine.26
Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70. It was not until 1917 that a serious effort was made to re-establish a Jewish national home in Palestine. In 1 948, when Great Britain relinquished con​trol, something near 700,000 Jews were living in the land. Now there are well over three million Jews and three-quarters of a million of other ethnic groups in the narrow confines of Israel, and none of the threats of Arab neighbours have been able to restrain the progress of the new state. This is what the Bible said would happen: and though neither the Jews themselves nor their enemies truly see this as the fulfilment of the Bible's message, this is what it is. It is a sign that, as God counts time, the return of Jesus Christ cannot be far away.27
Nothing in human history is so remarkable as the simple survival of the scattered Jewish people. Few things are more convincing to assure us that this Book is the Word of God than the fact that the Bible correctly predicted both their survival and their return. And nothing else is needed, combined with the dreadful condition of the political world and the rapid decline in its standards, to convince us that the period of human domina​tion is nearing its close, and that the rightful Ruler himself will shortly be at the door.
One comment in the New Testament brings us back to our per​sonal objective in this booklet. Paul, speaking of the casting off
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of the Jews, looks forward to their return with these words: "If the casting away of them is the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?"28 That is: when the Jews rejected Christ, the message was opened to the Gentiles; when the Jews are restored to Christ, this is the time of his second coming, and this brings about the resurrection of the dead.
LIFE FROM THE DEAD
The question of survival is more far-reaching than our fears in this nuclear age. We must all die of something, were there no return of the Lord to look forward to. All death would be perma​nent, were there no resurrection from the dead. Even if the race survived, its individuals would not, were there not the promise of the life to come.
It is much more important to work towards that than to pin our hopes on surviving the disasters of the coming time and finding ourselves alive in the Kingdom of God, with our decision for or against our God still in front of us.
There will be survivors into that condition, of course. The Bible gives detailed accounts of the blessings which that time will involve, when the Lord will rule and the nations will be taught by him and his servants. These are well worth the reading, and promise a period of fruitfulness and peace such as the world has not known since the Fall.29 But there is no guarantee that we shall be amongst those survivors, if we fail now to take advan​tage of our opportunity of learning the ways of God and following them. We may, or we may not. Only God knows.
There is a much wiser and happier course. That is to say: the Lord learned how to be a King by humbling himself to death, even the death of the Cross. We may learn how to help him by taking up our Cross and following him now. Our tamed and purified minds will then increasingly become fit for the high office of service in the age to come, and, whether we die now before he comes, or live to welcome him, we shall be accounted worthy
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to inherit that age and the resurrection-life. Then we shall not be the mere probationers of the new age, but the close and intimate servants of the Lord as he pursues the completion of the purpose of God with our race.30
Both at the beginning of his reign amongst men, and at the culmination, we shall be with him. In us the purpose of God will reach its goal. The first Adam fell, but we shall have been redeemed from his heritage. The last Adam became the life-giving spirit for us, and in him we shall rejoice in the fulfilment of God's earliest promise to man whom he made in his image:
"0 LORD our Lord,
How excellent is thy name in all the earth!
Who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou    ......
ordained strength Because of thine enemies, That thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,     '
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
Or the son of man, that thou visitest him?
For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels.
And hast crowned him with glory and honour.
' •
Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of
thy hands;
:  Thou hast put all things under his feet:
All sheep and oxen,
•         >     .;
Yea, and the beasts of the field;                                       ,      v
The fowl of the air and the fish of the sea,
And whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sem.
"0 LORD our Lord,
How excellent is thy name in all the earth!"31
A. D. NORWS
30Revetatk>n 5:9-10; 20:4-6
3'1 Corinthians 15:45-58; Psalm 8
