COUNTDOWN TO ARMAGEDDON
On February 11, 1981, a London newspaper carried a full-page advertisement inserted by the British Government. Its purpose was 'to recruit 900 young men as army officers. Its theme was a vivid com​mentary on the times in which we live.
The top third of the page was filled with a photograph of a Russian tank entering the Afghan capital, Kabul. Beneath the photo, in letters an inch high, was the one word:
NEXT ?
Beneath this was the following message:
"Will Russian tanks roar across the plains of Germany? . . .
" The world is so unstable it could go critical at any time without so much as a warning light . . .
" You may well argue that your joining the Army would not have saved one life in Afghanistan.
"We would go further, it might not save anyone's life, including your own.
"On the other hand, it might.
" It might, if enough like-minded men join with you, help to prevent a nuclear war.
" And it might, just might, hold the world together long enough for the powers of freedom and sweet reasonableness to prevail.
" Some hopes?
" Perhaps.    But the alternative is no hope at all."
Are the statements in bold true? The first one undoubtedly is: there is just a faint hope that somehow the armies of NATO might keep an uneasy peace, and so preserve the world from nuclear devasta​tion for a while.
But what of the second claim? Is it really true that the only alternative to this slim hope is no hope at all.
The purpose of this booklet is to offer a message of cheer. I he situation is grim, but it is not quite as desperate as the Ministry of Defence seems to think. Man's future does not just depend upon the armies of Britain and her allies. There is another alternative, one that offers by far the brightest hope for the future.
1
. . NINETY-SEVEN . . . NINETY-SIX . . . NINETY-FIVE . . .
Experts differ widely as to how, and why, and where World War III will start. But though they differ on the" details they all seem to agree on one main point: there is a strong possibility—some would say an odds-on chance —- of a nuclear superwar occurring some time during the nineteen-eighties.
Dr. David Baker, a scientific consultant to the American space agency NASA, and the author of several recent books on space tech​nology, has entitled his latest book, The Shape of Wars to Come. (Published 1981 by Patrick Stephen Ltd., Cambridge.) The gist of the book is stated on the dust jacket in these terse words:
" The next World War will start in space. The plans are already made. The equipment has been designed and is being tested. How long before it starts? If David Baker is correct in his predictions—and few people are better qualified to write on this subject —this book could be one of the last things you read . . .
" As things are, these developments are inevitable. The super​powers are locked in a race which can have no winner and which it is impossible to stop."
The book includes a foreword by General George Keegan, the former Chief of US Air Force Intelligence. He states his support for Baker's views, and expresses his view that the year 1985 will bring the maximum danger of what the book elsewhere calls "the holocaust of armageddon."
But whether it starts in space or on earth, one thing is certain: an all-out conflict between East and West would certainly mean the end of civilisation and most probably the end of the human race.
The British military scholar. General (now Professor) Sir John Hackett, also seems to regard 1985 as the most likely date for the long-feared event. In his book The Third World War (published by Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd.. London. 1978) he forecasts what the strength of the world's armed forces will be in 1985.
More than 350 nuclear-powered submarines will prowl the seas, well over a hundred of them carrying long-range rockets with atomic warheads. Each submarine will on average carry about eighteen inter​continental missiles, some of them with several separate warheads. Thus just one submarine out of the hundred-odd has enough firepower to destroy every capital city in Europe.
And that is only a beginning.   Add on 4.600 ground-based strategic
missiles, 2,600 bombers and fighter-bombers carrying nuclear bombs and 600 cruise missiles, and remember that many of the missiles earn multiple independently-targeted warheads. Their total effect would be enough to reduce tens of thousands of cities to mountains of rubble, and to kill every surviving man, woman and child on earth with radioactive fallout.
As if atomic weapons were not enough, the great powers are also reputed to have in stock hundreds of thousands of tons of bombs and shells containing nerve gas, a poison so deadly that a single droplet falling on the skin can kill. And nobody knows just what biological weapons are now available, to wipe out whole enemy nations with fearful man-made diseases.
It is, of course, possible that these appalling weapons might never be used. But the most likely alternative is nothing to rejoice about. Former President Richard Nixon lists two worrying possibilities in his recent book, The Real War, thus:
" The first is, if war were to come, we might lose. The second is we might be defeated without war . . . the Western world could find itself confronted with a choice between surrender or suicide."
it that were to happen the free world could find itself exchanging the nightmare of possible annihilation for the long-drawn agony of tyranny and oppression But even that would not guarantee a peaceful future for the human race. Armageddon could still burst upon mankind within a communist world. There are already millions of troops and hundreds of nuclear missiles lined up along the Russian-Chinese border, ready for battle.
Either way, the world seems to be heading for a ghastly future from which it does not know how to extricate itself. Left to itself, mankind is soon likely to be faced with either destruction or misery—or both.
The question is, will mankind be left to itself? Or is it possible that there may be a Creator at the back of this universe, who is intensely interested in our race? And if so, is there any hope that He might step in at the eleventh hour and save the situation?
. . . EIGHTY-FIVE . . . EIGHTY-FOUR . . . EIGHTY-THREE . . .
At the present time the idea that there is a God in Heaven is not nearly so unthinkable as it used to be. We are, in fact, in the early stages of a remarkable swing in public opinion. All over the world, at all levels of society, there is a gradual shift in men's religious thinking. Increasing numbers of people are returning to a belief in the God that (heir grandfathers rejected.
This is especially true of intelligent, educated young people. A few months ago I was asked to give a lecture at a British university on the subject, "Belief in God Makes Scientific Sense.'' Long before the adver​tised starting time every seat was filled. But eager young students kept streaming in. They sat on the tables, they sat on the platform, they filled the gangways and they stood at the back until the doors were completely blocked, there was no heckling, no disagreement. They had evidently come prepared to accept the case for God's existence.
Only a few years ago this could hardly have happened. But as other lecturers have reported also, it is happening today, repeatedly.
Older intellectuals also are changing their minds. One such is Sir Fred Hoyle, Britain's most famous astronomer, who until recently was an outspoken critic of all those who believed in God. But his scientific studies have now forced him to adopt new views. In a lengthy scientific paper, "The Universe", published by the Department of Applied Mathe​matics and Astronomy at University College. Cardiff, he calculates the probability of life having originated by sheer chance as only one in 10"™°. (This is mathematical shorthand for a one with forty thousand noughts behind it!)
Then he comments:
"Rather than accept a probability of less than I in 10"""' of life having arisen through the 'blind' forces of nature, it seems better to suppose that the oriein of life was a deliberate intellectual act."
In their book. Evolution from Space (published 1981 by Dent, London). Hoyle and a co-author, Professor N. C. Wickramasinghe, go further: they use the 'old-fashioned' term "God" to describe the cosmic, creative intelligence to which, as they see it. science now points. Al​though many scientists regard Hoyie's figure rf I in 10'"™ as an overestimate, all scientists are now agreed that the odds against life having originated spontaneously are far greater than was believed a few years ago.
Middle-aged writer David Graham is another example. In his novel about the next world war. Down to a Sunless Sea (published 1979 by Robert Hale Ltd. London), he writes in an Author's Note:
"One fascinating and odd fact deserves mention. Through all my life, 1 have b:en the epitome of all rabid outspoken atheists. In writing this book. I thought only of demonstrating that Man is alone in his individual Hell, that he would inevitably sow the seeds of his own destruction, rising and falling in a few hundred milleniums which represent the tiniest fraction of eternity.
"Now
it all    - I'm not so sure."
The writer and publishers of this booklet hope, therefore, that you will not dismiss their ideas as preposterous. Please give us a hearing. We want to explain why we arc convinced of three vital facts: that there is a Creative Power behind this astonishing universe; that He is none other than the God that Jesus Christ called, "Father"; and that He has promised to prevent mankind from destroying itself.
Why this conviction? Because of the e\ idence of the Bible, a little of which will be given below.
. . SEVENTY-E1GHT . . SEVENTY-SEVEN . . SEVENTY SIX . .
God has left many witnesses to His own existence and to the truth of the Bible. There is space here to discuss only one of them: the Jewish nation.
Thoughtful men have always marvelled at the continued survival of the Jews. By all the laws of probability they should have died out long ago.
It is two-and-a-half thousand years since the independent kingdom of the Jews was conquered, and its ruling classes carried away into slavery. By the time of Christ the land of Israel had become_part of the Roman Empire, and it was the Romans who totally destroyed Jerusalem more than eighteen centuries ago. They ploughed up the site and ex​pelled every surviving Jew from Judea (the Jewish heartland). From then until modern times the Jews were a nation in exile, a people with​out a homeland.
Theirs was not a peaceful exile. In country after country, for century after century, they were hated, persecuted, massacred. Yet some​how they managed to survive.
Now consider what the Jews' national book, the Old Testament, said about their future prospects. Although national books usually flatter the nation concerned, the prophets of Israel were not flatterers. Astonish​ingly, they all agreed in saying that the Jews were a bad lot. and would be punished in a way that they described in great detail.
Here are two examples, from among dozens that could be quoted:
(I) "The Lord will scatter you (the Jews) among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other . . . And among these nations you shall find no ease, and there shall be no rest for the sole of your foot: but the Lord will give you there a trembling heart . . . your life shall hang in doubt before you . . . you
shall become a horror, a proverb, and a byword, among all the peoples where the Lord will lead you away." (Deuteronomy 28:64-66.37.)
All this was prophesied many centuries before Christ long before it began to happen. And every bit of it has come true, right through the past nineteen centuries. There are Jewish communities in every major country on earth.
And there has never been a time when Jews were not being per​secuted, somewhere. Six million Jews were murdered by the Nazis during World War II. Jewish "refusniks" are suffering imprisonment for their "anti-Soviet behaviour" even now. Thus Moses' prophecy is still being fulfilled today.
(2)    "1 am with you (the Jews) to save you, says the Lord; I will make a full end of all the nations among whom I scattered you, but of you I will not make a full end. 1 will chasten you in just measure." (Jeremiah 30:11.)
Jeremiah wrote those words twenty-five centuries ago, when the entire Jewish upper class had just been carried off as slaves to Babylon. How men must have laughed at him.
"What's that, Jeremiah? Do you mean to say the mighty empire of Babylon will vanish, while the tiny conquered nation of the Jews will survive? You're joking!"
But it happened. The Babylonians have gone. So have the Romans. So have countless other persecutors, right down to Adolf Hitler and his gang of genocidal maniacs. The Jews have outlived them all, just as the prophecy said they would. Jeremiah, like Moses, prophesied a future for the Jews that was fantastically improbable. Yet his words have been fulfilled with uncanny accuracy.
What is the explanation? This is how the Bible explains it:
"Who is like me (God)? . . . Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be ...
"Have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you (the Jews) are my witnesses!" (Isaiah 44:7,8.)
.... SIXTY-SIX .... SIXTY-FIVE .... SIXTY-FOUR ....
But the Jews are not only a sign that God exists. To-day they are also a sign that He is very soon going to send His Son, Jesus Christ, back to the earth.
It is easy to be sceptical about this. It is true that Christians have been expecting their Lord to return for a very, very long time. Granted, there have been many foolish and premature cries that he was coming.
Yet the fact still remains that he very plainly promised to return. And he gave two clear signs of his coming, so that men might know when it really was near. Neither of those signs ever appeared in the first nine​teen centuries after he went to heaven.
But both signs are very much in evidence today.
Take the Jewish sign first. The Old Testament declared, time after time, that Israel's exile would not last for ever. One day, shortly before the great Day of Judgement, they would return to their own land — which, of course, is just what has happened during the twentieth cen​tury. Here are just two examples.
"He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock." (Jeremiah 31:10.)
"I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all sides, and bring them to their own land." (Ezekiel 37:21.)
It is evident that Jesus Christ knew those prophecies well. When his disciples asked how they might know when the Second Coming was near, he replied, in effect:
"Watch Israel! When at last you see the Jews returning to their homeland, to Jerusalem, you will know that 1 am about to come back, too."
His actual words were:
"They (the Jews of the first century) will .... be led captive among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles (non-Jews) until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled .... And then they will see the Son of man (Jesus) coming in a cloud with power and great glory." (Luke 21:24-27.)
This may seem to us a rather peculiar way of saying it. But Christ's listeners, with their detailed knowledge of the Old Testament, would have known exactly what he meant. (And it is a fact that Christadelphian writings of more than a century ago show that we have always under​stood Jesus in that way.)
What those first-century Jews — and the nineteenth-century Christa-delphians — would have found more difficult to understand are verses 25 and 26, which fall right in the middle of the passage quoted above. These verses give the second great sign of Christ's return — and the
following words from them did not really come alive until recently:
"There will be... upon the earth distress of nations in per-plexity . . men fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on (he world."
So once again we are faced with an amazing pair of Bible pro​phecies. Jesus Christ, building upon the prophecies already written in the Old Testament, said that he would return to the earth when:
(1)    The nation of Israel was reborn after the long exile of the Jews. And:
(2)    The world was faced with a future so horrifying that mankind was appalled.
And that is exactly the way things are today!
This may not be a watertight proof that the Son of God will soon return to the earth. But. at the very least, it shows that the notion of his Second Coming must be taken seriously. And we have not nearly finished with the evidence for it yet.
. . . FIFTY-THREE .... FIFTY-TWO .... FIFTY-ONE ....
According to one modern dictionary, the word Armageddon means, "a supreme battle at the end of the world". Some dictionaries also tell their readers that the word first occurs right at the end of the Bible, in Revelation 16:16.
This New Testament passage portrays the nations being affected by spirits of wickedness or madness that "go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty ... at the place which is called in Hebrew Armaseddon." (Revelation 16:14-16.)
But there is a bright side to this gloomy prophecy of the last, and most terrible, world war. Where the extract quoted has a row of dots to indicate that something has been missed out, the Bible itself has a few lines in brackets. They contain an interjection by the Lord Jesus Christ himself, who reassures us:
"Lo, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is he who is awake . . ."
Thus once again we are promised that just when the entire human race is on the brink of disaster, Christ will come to our aid. This theme is not peculiar to the Book of Revelation, it runs right through the Bible. Here are some brief quotes from four Old Testament prophets, all of them from chapters speaking of the Coming of Christ.
Zechariah:    "I will gather all the nations asainst Jerusalem to battle." (14:2.)
JoeE:    "I will    ather i^l (he iiadrms .-inc  hring them dix\n to the
Danie!:    "There ; hall he a !ime o) troub's. such as never hss been
since there v.as a nation tiil thai '.iniL.'   (!2:lj
Isaiah:    "The inhabitants o:  the earth a:e scorched, and few men are left." (24:6.)
A tremendous v.orld war: chaos ur.J sniveling sujh as the world has never known helore: and then the ^iecond Coming o! Liirist to avert total disaster. That is the consistent message oi Hie Bible, from beginning to end.
It was also a message that Je\us himself gave repeatedly In another of the lour Gospels he said:
"Then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now. no. and never will be. And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would be
saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened." (Matthew 24:21,22.)
.... FORTY-FOUR .... FORTY-THREE .... FORTY-TWO ....
A few verses further on. Jesus explains what will happen in order to "shorten" those dreadful days.
"Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of man (Jesus) earning on the clouds of heaven with power and great g!or\." (Matthew 24:30.)
He will come "with power", he says. Power to do what Man alone cannot do: power to control the frightened, angry nations: power to bridle the savagery ol human nature and to lead mankind into better ways: power to put right a world that has gone tragically wrong.
Perhaps the most remarkable description of the wny Jesus will u:;e this power is in Revela'i'n !1. Here we ha\e a picture of his disciples rejoicing when their Master returns. The\ will cr\:
"We give thanks to thee. Lord God Almighty, who art and who wast, that thou hast taken thy great power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but thy wrath came, and the time tor the dead to be judged, lor rewarding thy servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear thy name, both small and great, ar I for destroying (he destroyers of the earth." (Revelation 11:17.18.)
For nearly nineteen centuries that Bible text perplexed all ks readers. 1 myself can remember the days when those words in bold
baffled me. How could Christ "destroy them which destroy the earth", as the King James Version of the Bible puts it'1 A generation ago no​body had the power to destroy the earth.
Nowadays things are different. History has a habit of catching up with Bible prophecy in due course, and in this matter it has done so once again.
The world's leaders to-day frequently warn us of the peril of global destruction. The late President Eisenhower was one of the first to do this. The da> he was inaugurated as president of the United States, he said:
"Science seems ready to confer upon us, as its final gift, the power to erase life from this planet."
Without a doubt, men really do have the power to destroy the earth today. And it looks as if human folly and selfishness will lead to that power being used.
Thank God that His Son has the power to stop them.
He is coming back to "destroy them that destroy the earth".
. . . THIRTY-FIVE . . . THIRTY-FOUR . . . THIRTY-THREE . . .
Now look back at the first sentence in that extract from Revelation 11. It says that Christ is coming to reign. Evidently he is not destined merely to stop Armageddon and then go back to heaven. He will stay here and rule the world.
This is exactly what many other Bible texts tell us. Jesus was born to be a king. Not merely a king with limited scope, ruling in the hearts of a small minority of disciples, but a mighty ruler with unlimited power, reigning over all mankind. Here are just a few of the Scriptures that tell us so:
(1)    "AH authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me." (Matthew 28:18; Jesus said this just before he ascended to heaven.)
(2)    "The Lord will become king over all the earth." (Zechariah 14:9.)
(3)    "The Lord God will give to him (Jesus) the throne of his father David, (which throne was on earth, in Jerusalem) and he will reign over the house of Jacob (the Jews) for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." (Luke 1:32,33.) Within a few years this world will be completely transformed by Christ.
Injustice, poverty, famine, sickness, war — all the evils that curse the earth today will be conquered. Read Isaiah 11, Psalm 72, Isaiah 35, and Micah 4, and see for yourself what a wonderful place the world will be when Christ is its king.
But King Jesu.i will not he governing the world on his own. The Bible promises us that "if v>e endure we shal! also reign with him."
(2 Timothy 2:12.)
To reign with Christ, in his exerlusting worldwide kingdom! What an astonishing prospect, to be held out to ordinary mortals like us.
It will not matter whether we die before Jesus returns or not. One of the first things he will do when he comes is to raise his dead followers to life again, as these words of Paul show:
"The Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel's call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first: then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord." (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17.)
The last words of that quotation — "we shall always be with the Lord" —- show that life in Christ's future kingdom will be everlasting life. He himself says how he will speak to his friends when he returns to earth:
"Then the King will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of rny Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you . . .' . . . And they will go ... into eternal life." (Matthew 25:34,46.) The vital question is this:  when that great Day dawns, will he speak like that to us?
. . . TWENTY-EIGHT . . . TWENTY-SEVEN . . . TWENTY-SIX . . .
i have spoken to many audiences about the coming kingdom of God. But of all those many occasions, two stand out in my memory.
The first was an open-air meeting, in London's Hyde Park. There was. as usual, no shortage of hecklers. One of these was a man who was rather pleased with himself.
"I live a pretty decent sort of life", he announced. "If there is a God, and if there is a future life, and if God has any sense of fair play, I guess I'm good enough to get by!"
On the other occasion I gave a talk at a village hall in the back​woods of north-east Essex. Very few adults turned up, but to my sur​prise a local youth leader brought a whole crowd of children. So 1 changed my tactics, and spoke straight to the kids about the wonderful world to come.
They had never heard anything like it before, and they listened intently. At the end they fell over each other to ask a question. All their questions amounted to the same thing:
"Sir. ! want to he in (iod's kingdom. What na\e I got to do id ;:ct there'.'"
What a contrast between their attitude and that of the smug gentle​man in Hyde Park! Com paring the two. 1 realised as never before (he iorce of Christ's words:
"Truly. ! sa\ to you. \\hoe\er does not receive the kingdom of God like a child -hall not enter it.' (Mark 10:15.)
It is redII oni\ comnionsense. We can't give God orders. We cannot make the rules ourselves for getting into His kingdom.
All we can do is to ask Him. humbly, like a little child, what He wants us to do and then try our hardest to comply.
The first thing we must accept is the need for change. In our present state we are totally unfit to enter God's kingdom. As Paul says, "Plcsh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." (I Corinthians 15:50.)
Ultimate!} this means that we must be changed into immortal people, before we can reign with Christ in his kingdom. But there is more to it than that. If we really believe in the coming of the Kingdom, it will greatly affect our outlook on life now.
The Lord Jesus tells us:
"Do not be anxious, saying. 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?" For the Gentiles seek all these things: and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all Ku! Keek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things shall he yours as well." (Matthew 6:31-33.)
As the world tumbles headlong into its final great distress, men everywhere will become more and more concerned with material things. "What shall we eat. drink, wear?" is fast becoming the great obsession of the age. The majority of human beings live thoroughly self-centred lives.
But \ou. says Jesus to his people, must be different. You must show by the way you live that material things don't mean everything to you. Your lives must revolve around God, and your great aim in life must be to become fitted for His kingdom. Everything else must take second place.
This is the way to everlasting life in the world of tomorrow. It is ilso the way to peace of mind and contentment in our frenzied world m.Jay. Our civilisation with all its pleasures looks like crumbling into ruins. Yet \ve need not despair. We know that God is going to put something much better in its place.
To inherit this new world God needs new men and women. He leaves us in no doubt as to how we must make a fre-h start. Here i\ the ddvicc of Jesus and two of his apostles:
Jesus: "Unless one is born ;:ncw. he cannot see the kingdom of God . . . unless one is born rf water and the Spirit, he cannot enter (he kingdom of God." (John .vJS-?.)
?eter: "They said to Peter urd the reit ol the apos-ics. 'Brethren, what shall we do?' And Peter said to them. KepcziC and be baptized every one of you . . . for the form\cnc\s of \vur si'is." (Acts 2:37. 38.)"
Paul: "We were buried therefore with him by bapUsm into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead b\ the glor\ ol' the Father, we too might wa!k in newness of life." (Romans (S:4.)
Christian baptism. As that last quotation puts it. this is the way to start "walking in newness of life."
This is the true baptism of the New Testament. Not something forced upon ignorant protesting babies, but a solemn act performed hv repentant sinners wanting to dedicate the rest of their lives to God.
And it is vitally important. As the Lord Jesus said in the words quoted above, without being "born again of water and the Spirit" we cannot - - cannot — enter the kingdom of God.
. . . SIXTEEN . . . FIFTEEN . . . FOURTEEN . . . THIRTEEN . . .
Man has had a long innings upon this earth. Yet as a race. Man has been a failure. His whole history has been aptly described by one historian as "little more than a register of crimes, follies and misfor​tunes." (Gibbon: Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.)
Now Man's days are numbered. He could perhaps afford the luxun of all those "crimes and follies" in the days of the bow and arrow but not in the thermonuclear age. At last Man's world is on the \er\ brink of self-destruction.
In the short while that remains each individual has a choice to make.
Shall I identify myself with this present kingdom of Man. sharing fully in all its pleasures, its false hopes and its dark fears? Or -:hall 1 change sides and identify myself with thj coming kin.qdom of G.'-d? There is no middie course. Every human being is either with Christ or against him. he tells us. (Matthew 12:30j
God has given us complete freedom to choose. But He urges u^ to choose wisely:
"Save voursclves from this untoward generation." (Acts l:-j(i.)
!f we respond to this call, God promises us three great assets: faith, hope and love.
Without these the coming honors of Armageddon would be well-nigh unbearable. With them, men and women can square their shoulders and face the future triumphantly
HOPE is our God-gi\vn confidence about the future. We know that, however dark the present, God's new day will soon dawn. And when it dawns, then will come deliverance for the living, resurrection for the dead. e\erlasting happiness for ail God's people.
FAITH is different. Faith is mainly concerned with here and now. faith includes absolute trust in God's promise to help us and sustain us. da\ by day.
Through faith, says Hebrews II, men have gladly endured per​secution, homelessness. and all kinds of torture for their Lord's sake. Through faith we can triumph over adversity that would break an un​aided human spirit.
Let me illustrate. In June 1981 I collapsed in great pain in the middle of Chicago, four thousand miles from home. My wife watched me carried into hospital with an oxygen mask on my face and two in​travenous drips entering my arm. She listened quietly as the surgeon explained that I might not survive the operation - but that he had no option, because without an operation 1 should certainly die.
Yet we were not dismayed. Through faith we knew that, as Paul put it, "in everything God works for good with those who love him." (Romans 8:28.)'
We knew that, whether I lived or di.:J. our prayers for help and strength to endure were already being answered. We felt the influence of a power greater than our own. We knew the truth of Paul's words, written when he. too. was face to face with the possibility of death: "I can do all things in him who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13.)
Above all. we were aware of the Lord Jesus Christ's own promise: "Lo, I am with you always." (Matthew 28:20.)
So it was that faith — and the Lord's wonderful response to our
faith - - that brought us triumphantly through a time of trial.
Are you secretly afraid of the horrors that the opening phases of Armageddon might bring? Afraid for your children and your lo\ed ones, if not for yourself?
Of course you are. You \\ould not be human if \ou were not afraid. But take courage. The God who helped the two of us so power-
fully in Chicago will help all His servants wonderfully in the dark days to come — and there is no reason why that should not include you.
LOVE is the believer's third secret weapon. In Chicago we not only had help from heaven, we were sustained by earthly hands, too. Fellow believers whom we had never met came rushing to our aid. The\ ministered to our needs as if we were members of their own family.
They demonstrated the truth of Paul's saying. "If one member (of the body of Christ) suffers, all suffer together." ll Corinthians 12:26.)
Times of crisis bring out the best and the worst in mankind. When Armageddon comes, those who have lived selfishk will behave more selfishly than ever. Some of them will doubtless act like wild beasts in their desperate efforts to survive.
But those who have learnt to love the Lord their God with all their hearts, and their neighbours as themselves, will act altogether differently. By helping one another they will lighten one another's burdens marvellously.
Make no mistake: when Armageddon comes it will not be an easy time for anyone. But faith and hope and love — and Jesus Christ --will make it bearable for all the Lord's genuine followers.
With the aid of these. God's people will be able to endure what​ever comes. As Jesus put it, they will be able to "look up and raise their heads" and that at the very time when the rest of mankind arc "fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world." (Luke 21:28. 26.)
But there cannot be much time left to us. If we want to emerge triumphant when Armageddon bursts, then we need to start preparing now.
.... SEVEN .... SIX .... FIVE .... FOUR .... THREE ....
A few years ago on an overseas trip I met a young man whom I had not seen since his student days. His wife told me a fascinating story about him.
He was brought up in this country, in a home where the Bible was loved and read. He knew its message, but failed to respond to the call of Christ. Instead, he emigrated in search of the good life.
And he found it. Secure in a good job. he and his attractive young wife lived a highly pleasurable life but a life far from God.
Then, one night in 1973 she was awakened in the small hours h\ her husband who said he was terrified.
"Whatever is the matter?" she asked.
"Why. Christ is coming to set up his kingdom", was his astonishing reph. "And -•- oh! — ! shan't be in it!"
in his abject misery he poured < u! hi- e .planation. It was the time "I the so-called Yom Kippur War. when l:."\ j:i. with a brilliant surprise attack, inflicted serious losses on Israel and recaptured the Suez Canal.
Heavy fighting on the ed, .' .\ the Hoh L:r:d f,%!o\ved. For a f: •> days it really looked like ih: rj/.-up io Armageddon.
"l\e leid it t"o late". ':•: lamented. "I've had my chance of eternal lii'e and i've mi.ssed it. it's too late. F\ j n:is%ed it!"
Fortuna;J\ u '.vas only a fal.ve alarm and th ; ston had a happy cr.dhu' after ad. Man and \\ii'e lumen! eager!} to the study of the Bible. and '••• !'ew months later both were baptized.
But it htill makes me sad to ihi;;k about the incident. The Lord Jesus warned men repeated!} (in Matthew 25:iO-S3 and Luke 13:23-28. for instance) that v ~.i vai main people really \vil! leave it too late.
Some da> we shall all wake up and find the world slipping into the opening pha>e.s of Armageddon. There may be another false alarm or two first. Or (lie re max not. But sooner or later -• and probably sooner rather than la;- it will he the real thing.
Then millions -Mil eiy despairingly. "Christ's kingdom is coming, and  i've left it lh> late. F\c missed it. Fve missed it!" And thcv wiP? be right.
ALAN HAYWARD.
