RULES FOR THE SEX LIFE OF CHRISTADELPHIANS

INTRODUCTION

Man and woman were made for each other by God.

"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them . . . Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh" (Genesis 1:27; 2:24).

God said this in the beginning, and Jesus said the same (Matthew 19:4). This is what we must teach too, and as far as possible practise in our own lives.

This means marriage—firm, devoted, lifelong marriage to the same partner. Anything else falls short of what God wanted in Eden, and still wants for all His children.

Every Christadelphian should know clearly how to behave in his or her sex life. Even if we come to believe the Gospel after living a bad life, we are commanded to start a new life in faithfulness to God when we learn what He wants of us.

We know that we are all sinners, and when we first come to accept the Gospel of salvation there will be much that God needs to forgive, and we need to confess.

It was so when Jesus walked the earth too. Many people who were taught by the Lord Jesus and his apostles had lived a bad sex life before they heard the call of the Gospel. The Lord was very merciful with their faults, but he asked for a complete change.

Some of the cases the Lord and his apostles dealt with

Here are some examples:

1. The woman taken in adultery. Read John 8:1-11. The Lord did not condemn her to punishment, but he did tell her to "go and sin no more".

2. The Samaritan woman with five husbands and a lover. Read John 4:7-26. We are not told in detail what the Lord expected her to do, but we are left in no doubt that she must put her life right now that the Lord had shown her that he knew all about her sins.
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3. The sinner who anointed the Lord's feet. Read Luke 7:36-50. The Lord forgave her sins, and obviously expected her to reform her life. Indeed, she would not have come for forgiveness unless she intended to do so. The Lord had no use for the hypocrisy of the self-righteous Pharisee, but in forgiving "her sins, which are many", he expected, and she obviously promised, that she would abandon them from now on.

The teaching of the apostle Paul to the Gentiles was just the same, as the next two examples show:

4. Many of the believers in Corinth. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. Before they received the Gospel, some of them had been fornicators — which might mean simply having sex with someone to whom they were not married, which is sinful in itself, but might mean many things much worse. Some of the Corinthians had been idolaters, which of course means worshipping false gods, and probably also means taking part in some of the disgusting sex orgies in their heathen temples. Some of them had been adulterers, which means having sex with men or women other than their own husbands or wives. Some of them had been effeminate and abusers of themselves with men, which means different kinds of homo​sexual behaviour.

5. One man at least was actually practising incest. Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-11. That is, he was having sex with his mother or step-mother. Paul commands that he must immediately be put out of the church.

There are many more examples, but these are quite enough for our purpose.

RULES FOR THE SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR OF BELIEVERS

1. Christadelphians do not have sex unless and until they are married, and those who want to become Christadelphians do not do so either.

2. Christadelphians who are married have sex only with their own wife or husband.

3. Christadelphians do not live with someone to whom they are not married. Those who have been living with a woman or man without being married must put the matter right as soon as they learn the truth. They either stop their old way of life completely, or else get properly married and then remain faithful to their lawful wife or husband.

4. Christadelphians do not commit homosexuality. Our men and boys do not have sex with other men or boys, and our women and girls do not have sex with other women or girls.

5. Christadelphian parents do not have sex with their children, and

Christadelphian young people do not allow their parents or other relations to have sex with them.

These are rules, and we do not have the right to break them and still expect to live in fellowship with other Christadelphians. If any of our members has broken these rules, he or she must not wait to be found out, but must put the matter right immediately. It is best, too, to confess to the sin before an elder of his or her Christadelphian meeting.

If any of our members is committing any of these sins and does not intend to give them up, the right course is to stop calling himself or herself a Christadelphian, and to leave the Brotherhood. Once again, the wrongdoer should not wait to be found out.

If it seems that any of our members are living in this way, it is the duty of the elders of their ecclesia to make sure of the facts as kindly as possible, going straight to those concerned and not listening to or encouraging gossip.

If as a result of this firm but gentle discussion, confession is made, and a promise to stop this way of life immediately is given, then the repentance should be accepted unless there is clear evidence that the promise is not being kept.

But if there is no repentance, or no promise of reform, or the promise is broken, there is no doubt what must be done. The offenders should be "withdrawn from" by their ecclesia, and not allowed to return until it is clear that they have repented and reformed their behaviour.

THE LESSON IS FOR US ALL

What you have just read does not mean that bad sex is the only sin, or even necessarily the worst sin, that people can commit. We should all consider our own lives and think about the sins that God knows about, even though our brothers and sisters do not.

None of us should think he or she is better than those who commit the sins of bad sex: God alone can judge such matters. But, all the same, we have a duty to maintain proper standards, and the things written in this little leaflet must be taken seriously.

They should be part of the rule of life for Christadelphian ecclesias everywhere.

We must also remember that we have a duty to set a good example to our families, and to our non-Christadelphian friends and neighbours, "that the ministry be not blamed" (2 Corinthians 6:3).

Finally, sympathy, understanding, and help must be readily offered to our brethren, sisters, and young people, when we know that they are tempted to commit sins of this, or any other, kind. Those who are or have been guilty should not be afraid to confess, and those who get to know about their sins should show compassion, and the kind of forgiveness which they themselves hope to receive from God.

Everything possible must be done in love to help to get the sinners on the right road again. But no one should think that the sins can be tolerated in a Christadelphian society. If this leaflet awakens anyone to the knowledge that things have been allowed which are contrary to the Gospel of the Lord, there is no time to be lost.

THE DOOR OF HOPE

Perhaps we should remember that when Paul required the Corin​thians to withdraw fellowship from the sinful man in their midst, he described it as delivering him "to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (1 Corinthians 5:5). They were to cut him off until he repented.

But when he did repent—and he really did—they were to receive him back with gladness. "The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. Now, instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him" (2 Corinthians 2:6-8).

That is what we have to strive for: faithfulness in condemning the sin, indeed, but glad restoration and forgiveness when repentance follows.

And may the Lord look on all of us with just such mercy, when he comes, that "our spirit, too, may be saved in the day of the Lord".
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