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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course is designed for students who have completed the 40-lesson Bible Postal Course from the Christadelphian Bible Mission. It aims to help you understand more fully the life and work of Jesus Christ by reading and thinking carefully about the Gospel record.
You should already be reading from the Bible daily, perhaps with the help of the Bible Reading Planner or the Bible Companion plan (step 7) which you received as part of the 40-lesson course. Please continue your daily Bible readings as you follow this course on Matthew's Gospel. The more familiar you become with the Bible as a whole, the more you will understand and enjoy the Gospel record.
In this Bible Correspondence Course you should read carefully through each of the chapters in the book of Matthew, and then answer the questions which are set for the chapter. Write your answers on a piece of paper.
Please start the paper by giving the following: Your name .......................................................
Reference number:.........................................
Matthew Course chapters:.............................
You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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You will need your own Bible to follow the course. You will find the answers to most of the questions in the chapter for the lesson. You will also find it very helpful to look back at the 40-lesson course. If there is anything you do not understand, or if you have any other questions, please ask your tutor.
Throughout the course, it is important to remember that the Bible is not just a text-book to be studied. Through its pages God calls men and women to turn to Him, to start a new life by being baptised and to serve Him in love and obedience. The best way to hear God's call is to meet the Lord Jesus through the Gospel record. We hope this course will enable you to do that. If you have not already been baptised in the way the Bible commands, we hope the course will help you to consider whether you are ready to take this vital step in obedience to the command of Christ.
ABOUT THE CHRISTADELPHIANS
From the 40-lesson course (especially lessons 2 and 38) you will already know a good deal about the Christadelphians. We are an international community of people from all races, cultures and backgrounds who are united by a common belief in the Bible as the inspired Word of God. We believe in the Old and New Testament promises about the Lord Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God which Jesus will establish when he returns from heaven. We try to obey God's commands, but we do not pretend to have any special power or knowledge. Like all other men and women, we need God's love and forgiveness. The Christadelphian Bible Mission is staffed by unpaid volunteers; our aim is to help people all over the world to understand the message of the Bible and to encourage them to repent and be baptised. They should try to live as disciples of the Lord Jesus in fellowship with those who share the same faith.
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL Q
INTRODUCTION TO  MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
As the number of believers in the Lord Jesus grew in the years following his ascension to heaven, a written record of his life, death and resurrection was needed. God caused faithful men to write about the events of Jesus' life on earth, his teaching and his example. Jesus had himself promised his apostles that God's Holy Spirit would help them by reminding them of everything he had said to them (John 14:26). Nevertheless, the Gospel writers took great care in theirtask. Look at Luke 1:1-4 to see what one of them, Luke, has to say about his work. We can have confidence that the Gospels are true and faithful accounts, given to us by God so that we can believe in Jesus, His Son. John 20:30-31 says: "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."
MATTHEW AND HIS GOSPEL
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Greek codex (boo\i)
Each of the four Gospel accounts is written from a slightly different point of view, and to get the fullest picture of the Lord Jesus we should read all of them. Matthew's Gospel was almost certainly written for Jewish Christians, and we shall see how he shows that Jesus was the promised King of the Jews, whose coming the Old Testament prophets had foretold. Look back at lesson 15 of the 40-lesson course, and see how the coming of Jesus fulfilled some of the promises God made to King David. (Other promises, of course, will not be fulfilled until Jesus* second coming).   Matthew often quotes what the Old Testa​ment prophets wrote about Jesus.  Look out for these quotations as we study his Gospel.
The Gospel itself does not actually name Matthew, the tax collector who followed Jesus, as the author, but he is thought to have written it. The account was probably written first in Greek. Because Greek was the common language of much of the ancient world, Matthew's gos​pel could be widely read and understood by both Jewish and Gentile (non-Jewish) believers.  It is a story which is just as important and up-to-date today as it was for its first readers nineteen hundred years ago.
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LESSON 1: THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST (Matthew chapter 1)
The Gospel opens with a genealogy (or 'family tree'). The very first verse in the New Testament tells us that Jesus Christ is "the Son of David, the Son of Abraham". So we are expected to know who these Old Testament people are. We cannot understand the New Testament without reading the Old. The list of ancestors goes from Abraham to Joseph. Joseph was Mary's legal husband, but not the natural father of Jesus. Matthew gives the family tree in three sections:
Abraham
David
(Kings of Judah) Captivity in Babylon
4 Joseph
The list does not include all the generations (for example some of the most wicked kings of Judah are left out). Matthew's main purpose is not to give a full list but to show us interesting things about the family tree of Jesus. Here are a few of them:
1   It is a royal line, showing how Joseph was descended from David and the kings of Judah. Jesus himself will reign as king from David's throne.
2   Abraham and David are picked out because important promises were made to each of them. These promises involve the Lord Jesus. Look at these passages:
About Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-8; 22:15-18 and Galatians 3:16 About David: 2 Samuel 7:12-16 and Luke 1:32-33
3   The Jews were taken away from their land when they disobeyed God and turned completely away from Him. They were taken into captivity by the Babylonians. Since that time there has been no king on David's throne (at Jerusalem). The Lord Jesus Christ will be the next king to reign from Jerusalem when he returns from heaven. (Look back at lesson 13 of the 40-lesson course).
In the time of Joseph and Mary an engagement was binding, and a legal divorce was needed to break it off. The sadness Joseph felt when he thought Mary had been unfaithful to him was turned into joy when he heard the words of the angel. Matthew shows how these events had been foretold by the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14). Finally, we see how faithful Joseph did exactly what the angel had commanded.
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QUESTIONS on Matthew Chapter 1
1   (a)   Who was the mother of Jesus?
(b)  Who was the Father of Jesus?
(c)   What does "she was found to be with child through the Holy  Spirit" mean? (verse 18)
2   (a)  What does the name Jesus mean? (Look at Matthew 1:21) (b)  What does the name Immanuel mean? (Look at Matthew 1:23)
3  What does this chapter tell us about the character of Joseph?
4   (a)  What were the promises made to Abraham?
(b)  What promise was made to King David?
(c)   When will these promises finally be fulfilled?
(Lessons 12 and 15 of the 40-lesson course may help you to answer this question).
LESSON 2: THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN (Matthew chapter 2)
Chapter 2 describes the visit of the wise men ('Magi' in some translations) to the infant Jesus, and how King Herod tried to destroy the child. He thought this new king would be a rival and threaten his power.
Matthew does not tell us who the wise men were, nor exactly where they carne from. These details are not important. It is more important for us to know that people were expecting the Christ - the Saviour and King promised by God. They based this hope on Old Testament prophecies, for example Matthew 2:6 is quoted from Micah 5.
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Luke 2:8
The three gifts brought by the wise men remind us of three parts of the work of the Lord Jesus: Gold - reminds us of kingship; Jesus would be a king;
Frankincense - incense is a symbol of prayer, reminding us that we can pray to our Heavenly Father through Jesus;
Myrrh- used when preparing a body for burial.  It reminds us that Jesus would be put to death for our sins.
Christadelphian Bible Mission
Bible Study Course - Matthew
Page 5
Jesus wa's soon in danger. Joseph, Mary and the child escaped to Egypt, where they were safe from Herod. Throughout history the wickedness and violence of men has forced others to become refugees: in this chapter the Lord Jesus himself shared in their sad experience.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: THE HERODS
King Herod (sometimes called Herod the Great), whom the wise men visited, came from a family that had become wealthy and powerful by serving the Romans who controlled Israel at this time. Herod was not a Jew, and was always disliked by his Jewish subjects although he had given much money to reconstruct the Temple in Jerusalem. Herod's jealous and suspicious behaviour in Matthew chapter 2 fits in with what we learn about him from history. He even put to death one of his wives and several of his sons, because he thought they were disloyal to him. One of Herod's remaining sons, Archelaus, inherited the southern part of his father's kingdom. He was no better than his father, and Jewish complaints led the Romans to remove him in order to prevent a revolt. His kingdom became a province ruled by Roman governors, the most famous of whom was Pontius Pilate. Another son, Herod Antipas, inherited the northern part of his father's lands. He is the Herod mentioned at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus.
QUESTIONS on Matthew 2
1   (a)   How many times is the Old Testament quoted (used) in this chapter? (b)  What does this teach us about the Old Testament?
2   Over what nation was Jesus to be King? (verse 2)
3   In verse 6 Matthew quotes from Micah 5:2. Can you find any other Old Testament passages which describe the Messiah whom God had prom​ised? (Lessons 4, 9 and 15 of the 40-lesson course may help you).
LESSON 3: JOHN THE BAPTIST (Matthew chapter 3)
John the Baptist had an important job to do; he-was.to announce the coming of Jesus, God's appointed king. John called on men and women to 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.'
'Repent' means to turn
- to turn away from a life of selfishness and sin
- to turn towards God and obey Him.
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Baptism - by complete immersion in water
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God commanded John to baptise people to show that they had truly repented. God would then forgive their sins. This is why Mark (1:4) and Luke (3:3) call John's baptism 'a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins'.
A life of obedience to God's commands should then follow baptism. John was warning the Pharisees and Sadducees of this in verse 8. They could not expect God's blessings just because they were descended from Abraham. They had to obey God as Abraham did.
In verse 13 Jesus himself came to John for baptism. John was unwilling at first, for he knew that Jesus was far greater than he. Jesus explained (verse 15) that baptism was to fulfill all righteousness.
As soon as Jesus was baptised, God sent His Spirit, like a dove, upon Jesus. There was also a voice from heaven. This showed that God was pleased with Jesus and that he really is the Son of God.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
Notice the expression 'Kingdom of Heaven' (only used by Matthew). This means the Kingdom that belongs to heaven, or belongs to God who is in heaven. It means exactly the same as'the Kingdom of God'. The Bible never refers to a kingdom in heaven.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 3
1   What must people do before being baptised?
2   Where was John baptising people?
3   Why was John not willing at first to baptise Jesus?
4   What two signs followed the baptism of Jesus?
LESSON 4: THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS AND THE FIRST DISCIPLES
(Matthew chapter 4)
The Spirit of God which came upon Jesus at his baptism led him into the desert (the 'wilderness'). He had not yet tested the power of the Holy Spirit, so it must have been a great temptation to try it out and see if it worked. Jesus was not tempted by any person or power. There was no need for any other person to question Jesus - the temptation was in his own mind. The devil (or satan) is the Bible's way of describing human thoughts which are against God's will. Jesus knew that God had not given him the power of the Holy Spirit to satisfy his own needs and desires, or to give him instant publicity, or to take over the kingdom then. The Holy Spirit had been given to him to help him to do God's will.
In verse 12 Jesus began his ministry, not at first in the big city of Jerusalem but in Galilee, just as the prophet Isaiah had foretold. It was by the lake side of Galilee that Jesus called his first disciples from among the local fishermen. We know from John chapter 1 that Andrew and Peter had already met Jesus, and now the call came for them to join him in his great work.
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THE TEMPTATIONS
1   To change stones into bread when he was hungry. Jesus resisted (would not give in to) this temptation because he never performed miracles to help himself.
2   To throw himself from the pinnacle of the temple. He may have thought that if he did something so unusual, people would be impressed and then listen to his preaching. But he resisted this temptation too.
3   To make himself king. Perhaps he thought that if he became king straight away, the world would be spared much suffering and trouble. But immedi​ately he realised that the kingdom would beset up in at God's appointed time.
We often have wrong thoughts in our minds and we dwell upon them and then do wrong. Jesus could have done wrong, but he did not. He NEVER sinned. When the temptation came into his thoughts he remembered God's words in the Old Testament, and removed the wrong thoughts at once. He did this all through his life.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 4
1   (a)   Where was Jesus when these temptations took place?
(b)   Where was the Temple?
(c)   Did Jesus actually go to the Temple?
(d)   Is there a high mountain from which all the kingdoms of the world can be seen?
(e)   Did Jesus actually go to such a mountain?
(f)    Is the devil a superhuman being? (Lesson 30 of the 40-lesson course may help you to answer this question.)
(g)   In each case, what did Jesus refer to in order to overcome the temp​tation?
2   Read James 1:13-15
(a)   What happens when a person is tempted?
(b)   What is the devil?
You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
LESSON 5: THE TEACHING OF JESUS (Matthew chapter 5)
Chapters 5 to 7 of Matthew's Gospel are often called the 'Sermon on the Mount'. On a hillside in Galilee, his disciples were privileged to listen to the finest of all moral teaching from their Lord's lips. We know from chapter 7 verses 28-29 that Jesus'words impressed the crowds who heard him. Doubtless he had spoken like this at other times, as in Luke chapter 6, the 'Sermon on the Plain'.
It is clear from Jesus' words that Christian believers should behave very differently from other men and women. Verses 3 to 12 show some of the qualities which God is looking for, and which He will reward with His blessing.
From verse 17 onwards, Jesus shows us that he has not come to destroy the laws given by God to Moses, but to fulfil them - to show their full meaning. In many ways these laws pointed forward to the Lord Jesus himself. However, it is the spirit of the laws which really matters. For example, not only is it wrong to commit adultery, but it is also wrong to let lustful thoughts grow in our minds because these wrong thoughts lead to wrong acts. In the same way we should control our anger because that is the first stage to becoming a murderer.
We are told not to swear (make an oath). When we say we will do something we should try our best to do what we have said. Our 'yes' should mean 'yes'. If someone says 'yes' just to please but fails to do what he said, he may not be trusted again.
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QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 5
1   (a)   What is the reward of the poor in spirit? (verse 3)
(b)   What is the reward of the meek? (verse 5)
(c)   Where will the kingdom of heaven be?
2   What examples does Jesus give to show that the spirit (true meaning) of God's law is important?
3   What does Jesus mean when he says that we should be 'the salt of the earth' and 'the light of the world'?
Let your light shine ... Matthew 5:16
Christadelphian Bible Mission
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LESSON 6: CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOUR (Matthew chapter 6)
In Jesus' day, many of the Jews would practise their religion in a very public way, so that others would see what good people they were. Jesus told his disciples not to behave in this way. Our heavenly Father knows all that we do and say - and the thinking behind it! He is able to hear our prayers, and reward our actions, even when they are done in secret.
The prayer in verses 9-13, often called the Lord's Prayer, is remarkably short but contains so much. Notice the order:
1   We must recognise God as Father and honour His name;
2   We must pray for God's purpose to be fulfilled;
3   Only then should we ask God for food, forgiveness, and protection from temptation and evil.
Although it can be helpful to say this prayer ourselves using the same words, it is also a good idea to use the prayer as a model - following the same order of thoughts in our own prayers. We should take care to remember God's great power and to praise Him in our prayers. They should not become a list of things we should like God to do for us.
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It is helpful to pause when saying 'Forgive us our debts (or sins)' and recall the wrong things that we have done that day and the wrong thoughts that have come into our minds; then we should plead with God to forgive us and help us not to do the same again.
Some people think that life will be easy if they have money and they try (sometimes dishonestly) to get as much as they can. We should not trust in money but in God. He should be our Master. Jesus reassures us of God's care and concern for us. Even when life is difficult the message is, 'Do not worry: God looks after those who trust Him.' But trust Him we must; God requires us to be completely devoted to Him, above all other loyalties.
The lilies of the field
Matthew 6:28 QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 6
1   (a)
What is the reward of the hypocrites?
(b)
What is the reward of the righteous?
2   (a)
How often do you think we should pray?
(b)
In your own words, say what we should pray about.
(c)
Where will God's Kingdom be?
(d)
Where do we want God's will to be done?
(e)
What must we do before God can forgive us?
3   Fill in the missing words in the following:
Jesus tells us not to be anxious about worldly things, like food and clothes, and tells us that God will care for us as He cares for ____ and ______. Instead we should seek for____
Christadelphian Bible Mission
Page 10
Bible Study Course - Matthew
LESSON 7: PUTTING THE GOSPEL INTO PRACTICE (Matthew chapter 7)
The Sermon on the Mount tells us how important it is that we should treat others properly. In chapter 7, Jesus warns us not to judge others; we need God's mercy and forgiveness ourselves, and so we must show mercy and forgiveness to others. Verse 12 sums up the right attitude in the 'Golden Rule':
'Do to others what you would like them to do to you.'
Verses 13 and 14 remind us that true Christians can expect to be in a minority (a small group). We should not be afraid to be different if loyalty to Jesus demands it; sadly, most people still
reject the ways of God.
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Some people, of course, claim to be disciples of Jesus, but their actions (their 'fruit' in verses 16-20) do not bear this out. When Jesus returns he will not accept all those who say they are his disciples. It is not enough to say we are disci​ples; we must do what God requires!
The house built on the rock did
not fall ...
Matthew 7:25
The Sermon ends with a vivid parable about wise and foolish builders. Both builders represent people who hear Jesus' words. Disaster comes upon the one who fails to do what Jesus says.
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Notice how Jesus' hearers react in verses 28-29, and why.   In his teaching, Jesus showed authority - the authority he had received from God.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 7
1   What do verses 3 and 4 teach us?
2   Which path do most people take - the way to life, or the way to death?  (see verses 13 and 14)
3   (a)   What sort of things will people say they have done for the Lord? (verse 22)
(b)   Why will they be rejected?
A beam js jn your own eye!
4   In the parable at the end of the chapter, what does the rock foundation represent?
LESSON 8: JESUS THE HEALER (Matthew chapter 8)
The Sermon on the Mount was over and Jesus moved on. His meeting with a leper in verse 2 is very significant. Leprosy in the Bible refers to serious disease of the skin (not necessarily the disease which is called leprosy today). These diseases could be spread easily, and so sufferers were forced to keep apart from other people. No healthy person would be prepared to touch someone with leprosy. So when Jesus reached out and touched the man in verse 3
Christadelphian Bible Mission
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the watching Jews would have been surprised and shocked. But Jesus knew that he had the power to heal, and, filled with compassion, he restored the man to health.
Other miracles of healing follow in the rest of the chapter. Jesus showed his power over physical illness, over mental disturbance, and over the forces of nature. Verse 17 shows that this part of Jesus' work was in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: DEMONS
The Gospels often refer to people 'possessed by demons'(or 'possessed of devils'). It was the way people described someone with an illness which they could not explain (such as madness, deafness, dumbness or epilepsy). Verse 16 records an occasion when Jesus cured people possessed by demons and evil spirits, but verse 17 says that when Jesus did this he was fulfilling a prophecy about taking up our infirmities and diseases. So being possessed by demons is a form of illness. The incident at the end of Matthew chapter 8 is also recorded in Luke chapter 8. Verse 35 of Luke 8 says that after the demons had been cast out, the man was in his right mind. This suggests that before the miracle he had been insane (mentally ill). Luke 8:36 shows that Jesus had performed a healing miracle.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 8
1   Why was Jesus impressed (pleased) with the centurion?
2   Which verse shows that Peter was married?
:        3   Verse 17 is a quotation from Isaiah, chapter 53.  Look up this chapter; what else does it foretell about Jesus?
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
LESSON 9: POWER AND AUTHORITY (Matthew chapter 9)
In chapter 8 we saw how Jesus showed his authority (power) to heal, as the centurion recognised in verses 8-9, and his authority over the wind and the waves in verse 26. In chapter 9, he showed his authority to forgive sins - something which the Jews thought only God could do. Jesus had been given this unique authority by his Father. In verses 2-7 Jesus forgave and healed the paralysed man. In verse 8 the people responded by praising God.
But not everything Jesus did was so popular. He offended many of the Jews by choosing Matthew to be a disciple (verse 9). Matthew was one of the hated tax collectors. Nevertheless, Jesus saw into Matthew's heart, and found him ready to respond to the Gospel.
Verses 16 and 17 make it clear that a disciple of Jesus has to be prepared for a big change in his or her life. The 'new wine' of the Gospel must be poured into 'new wineskins'- lives changed and renewed after the example Jesus himself has set.
Jesus went on to perform more acts of healing, and in verse 25 showed that even death itself could not withstand the power he had received from God. Jesus had power and authority beyond what we can ever imagine: but he was at the same time full of compassion for those who needed him. Look at verse 36 - and then look at verses 37-38 to see what our reaction should be. By God's grace, we can share in the work of the 'harvest' by sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with others.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: TAX COLLECTORS
In the time of Jesus, the Jewish people were heavily taxed. They had to pay
the Jewish authorities to maintain (look after) the Temple in Jerusalem but
they also had to pay very heavy taxes to the hated Roman rulers and this
annoyed them very much.
.-,-,
The tax collectors (called 'publicans' in some translations of the Bible) often used their position to become rich themselves. Many were dishonest, and tax collectors were hated by most of the people.
Jesus looked on people differently. He did not turn away anyone - even a hated tax collector - who repented and came to him in faith. In fact, some of Jesus' most faithful followers came from classes of people that other Jews despised.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 9
1   The bridegroom in v 15 represents Jesus; what is the verse saying?
2   (a)  Was the ruler's daughter dead?
(b)   Why does Jesus say she was sleeping?
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3   Look at verses 10-13.  Physician means doctor.  The two groups are (i) Pharisees; (ii) tax collectors and sinners.
(a)
Which group of people thought they were whole (or well)?
(b)
Which group of people thought they were sick?                                 -:
(c)
Who do you think most needed to be healed (from their sins)?
4   If the 'old wine' of verse 17 represents the teaching of the Law of Moses and the prophets, what does the new wine represent?
LESSON 10: THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES (Matthew chapter 10)
Although there were many men and women who followed Jesus, he chose twelve who would be particularly close to him and would have special work to do. They were called apostles. They were a mixed group; the twelve included "fiery" people and more thoughtful types, it even included Matthew the tax collector alongside Simon 'the Zealot'. Zealots were an angry nationalist group who despised tax collectors even more than most Jews. The Lord Jesus brought these different characters together and united them in service to him - a great achievement.
Most of the chapter is taken up with Jesus' instructions to the twelve as they set out on their first preaching mission. Some of the main points are:
1   like Jesus, they were to preach mainly to the Jews (the 'lost sheep of Israel', verse 6);
2   like Jesus, they were to preach the message about the Kingdom of God     ;
and to heal;
., ,-;..-,;'
3   like Jesus, they were to give freely; they could accept hospitality but not make money out of preaching and healing;
4   like Jesus, they would meet opposition and persecution, but God would help them;
5   they would be rewarded if they remained faithful.
5'  '     :
Notice how important it is that we should not hide our faith from others but put Jesus first (see verses 32 and 33).
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 10
1   (a)   Do you think that the 12 apostles all knew each other before they started to follow Jesus?
(b)   What did Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John do before they       •;.;
I
followed Jesus? (chapter 4:18-22)
2   The disciples were told to go first of all to the Jews.  From whom were the Jews descended? (Lesson 12 of the 40-lesson course will help).
3   Verse 28 is often not understood.
(a)   What is the soul? (Look back at Lesson 22 of the 40-lesson course if you have forgotten).
Chrisladelphian Bible Mission  ffg
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(b)   Where is hell? (See lesson 23 of the same course.)
(c)   Verse 28 shows that the soul is not immortal.  Who can destroy it? 4  What does verse 38 mean?
LESSON 11: JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST (Matthew chapter 11)
King Herod arrested and imprisoned John the Baptist whom we met in chapter 3. John then sent his followers to ask Jesus if he really was the promised Messiah. Jesus told them to report to John what they had seen and heard. No-one else could perform such miracles or preach like him. Besides, the prophet Isaiah had spoken about this. Compare v 5 with Isaiah 61:1 & 2. Look at Luke 4:16-21 to see how Jesus applied this prophecy to himself.
Jesus then spoke about John, the last and greatest of a line of prophets. John had acted as
a messenger, proclaiming the coming of Jesus. In the last chapter of the Old Testament
(Malachi 4 verse 5) there is a prophecy that Elijah (one of the early Old Testament prophets),
or a figure like him, would reappear before God's day of judgement comes. In verse 14 Jesus
explained that John had prepared the way for his coming; just as Elijah had prepared the way
for Elisha. ,:" ,
, ,,... >:
Sadly, the people of Israel did not accept the message. They had rejected John, claiming in effect that he was mad; and then they rejected Jesus as well, despite his very different way of life. In verses 20-24, Jesus warned the people of the towns which refused to repent that they would be held responsible on the day of judgement.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: MESSIAH
MESSIAH is a Hebrew word meaning'anointed' or 'King'. In Greek the same word is translated 'Christ'. Matthew 1:21 tells us 'Jesus' means 'Saviour1 so Jesus Christ means The Saviour, the (future) King'.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 11

A prophet anointing a king ...
1   John the Baptist sent messengers to Jesus
asking whether he was the One promised by God.  In his answer Jesus spoke about the miracles he had performed.  Why?
2   In the time of Jesus, when a person suffered from some strange illness that could not be explained, people said that he had a demon.
(a)
Why did people say that John the Baptist had a demon?
(b)
What reason did they give for also rejecting Jesus?
3   (a)
What was the sin of the people of Chorazin (Korazin) and Bethsaida?
(b)   What punishment did God bring on the people of Sodom? (See Genesis chapter 19).
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(c)   Why were the people of Sodom punished in this way? (See Ezekiel 16:49,50 as well as Genesis 19).
(d)   Jesus compares the people of Capernaum with the wicked people of Sodom.   Which were worse? Why?
4   (a)   Do people need to be highly intelligent in order to understand the Gospel message?
(b)   God's truth is hidden from those who think they are wise and clever. If we want God to show His truth to us, what sort of people should we be?
5   What can we learn from verses 28-30?
LESSON 12: GOD'S CHOSEN SERVANT (Matthew chapter 12)
•. , . ;
'•-,'.                                                •   •      '       .   '                                                   '.'            .             .                    '                                               ••              ••-..' .."ji -
Chapter 12 opens with one of the many disputes between Jesus and the Pharisees. The Pharisees saw the disciples picking some ears of corn from a field and eating them. This was not stealing - the Law of Moses allowed Jews to take corn in this way (Deuteronomy 23:25). The Pharisees claimed that by doing it on the Sabbath the disciples were breaking the command​ment which forbade working on the Sabbath day. They were missing the real point of the Sabbath; that people should have one day off in seven to refresh themselves and to worship God. God had not intended the Sabbath law to prevent people from satisfying their hunger when necessary.
In the same way the Pharisees thought that healing on the Sabbath was a form of 'work' and therefore forbidden! By healing the man with the shrivelled hand, Jesus showed them that it was right to do good on the Sabbath as well as on other days of the week.
Verses 18-21 are quoted from Isaiah 42:1-4, and describe Jesus as the chosen Servant of God. The theme of the Servant is an important one in Isaiah's prophecy. It shows:
the Servant would be gentle and would give in to unjust suffering;
yet he would also triumph and gain the victory on God's behalf.
:
By quoting from Isaiah, Matthew showed that the Servant prophecies pointed forward to the work of Jesus.
Again Jesus showed his healing power by healing a blind and dumb man, whom the Jews believed was 'possessed with demons'. The Pharisees then said Jesus was using the power of 'Beelzebub' for his healing. (They thought Beelzebub was a chief demon.) Jesus showed what nonsense this was, and he condemned those who would not accept him.
The chapter ends with Jesus' mother and brothers asking to see him. Jesus showed that his true brothers and sisters are those that believe in him, not those who were related to him. Since Joseph, Mary's husband, is not mentioned, it is thought that he had died during Jesus' early life. We know from John 7:5 that Jesus' half-brothers - Mary and Joseph's children - did not believe in him during his ministry, although Mary, his mother, remained faithful.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: THE PHARISEES
The Pharisees were devout Jews who attempted to keep strictly to the Law given by God to Moses. They added to the Law a great many extra rules -their tradition - and became very concerned with obeying these man-made laws. Unfortunately, in doing this they lost the true spirit of God's Law. In fact some of their traditions went totally against the original purpose of the Law itself. Also they became proud, looking down on their fellow-Jews who did not seem as holy. Jesus objected mainly to their hypocrisy - the fact that, while claiming to be faithful servants of God, they were not really obeying the God who calls men and women to be humble, compassionate and merciful.
It is easy for us to find fault with the Pharisees, but we should first remember that we too can be guilty of hypocrisy, especially if we begin to think that a knowledge of God's purpose makes us 'better' than other people. Jesus told a parable, recorded in Luke 18:9-14, which should make us think again.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 12
1   (a) The Pharisees were so jealous of Jesus that they claimed that his power was from Beelzebub, the prince of the demons. How did Jesus show that this idea was foolish?
(b)   What power was Jesus using to heal the blind and dumb man?
(c)   The Pharisees were denying God's power and saying it was "Beelzebub's power".  In which verse does Jesus say they could never be forgiven for saying this?
2   Why should we think carefully before we speak? (verse 36)
/,
3   What was meant by'the sign of the prophet Jonah'?
;:
4   How can we become God's children (brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ)? See Lesson 36 of the 40 lesson course.
LESSON 13: TEACHING IN PARABLES (Matthew chapter 13)
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In chapter 13 we see Jesus as the Master Teacher, using simple ideas to present the wonderful truth of the Gospel. His stories, or parables, are very well known but we need to think about them to under​stand them fully. In some cases Jesus himself gave the explanation and this is a great help.
In the parable of the Sower the four types of ground represent different ways in which people respond to the Gospel. We must ask ourselves which type of ground we are.
Notice that the only people pleasing to God are those who:
- HEAR the word;
- UNDERSTAND it;
- and PRODUCE a crop
;      ..,%..'
(in their actions and way of life).
A farmer went out to sow...
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The parables which follow are all 'parables of the kingdom'. They show us that there will be a time of judgement when Jesus returns, and that only those who have tried to serve God in faithfulness will be allowed to enjoy the Kingdom He will rule. The parables of the hidden treasure (verse 44) and the fine pearl (verses 45-46) also remind us that the Kingdom of God is worth more than anything which the world has to offer. It really is a priceless treasure.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 13
	
	Place 1

	Place 2

	Place 3

	Place 4


	Describe each place where the

	Path (the wayside)

	
	
	• . .


	seed fell

	
	
	
	

	What

	
	Seed was

	
	

	happened to the seed in

	
	choked by thorns

	-;;::;V

	

	each place?

	.'     •    '.                            .''•;.' •"••;:- •     -

	
	
	

	What is the meaning of each part of the parable?

	The stony places represent people who start to believe God's truth, but reject it as soon as they are persecuted or in trouble because of it

	.--v

	:->V-

	


1   (a)  Copy out and fill in the table about the Parable of the Sower: (b)  What does the seed represent?
2   In the parable of the wheat and the tares (weeds) in verses 24-30 and 36-43:
(a)  what does the harvest represent?
(b)  what does the burning of the tares mean?
3  Which other parable shows that the good and the wicked will be judged at the end of the age?
Mr*************
\t*t***********t*t**t****t*t**********t******t»******
You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
LESSON 14: MOVED WITH COMPASSION (Matthew chapter 14)
The cruelty of King Herod is shown in his wicked treatment of John the Baptist who was murdered to please Herod's dinner guests. When news reached Jesus of the death of his relative, he went to a place where he could be alone, probably to mourn and to pray. Yet the crowds followed him, travelling on foot around the Sea of Galilee and meeting Jesus when he arrived by boat. But Jesus did not send them away. Instead he had compassion on them, healing those who were ill.
As evening came on, his compassion (care) for the people was shown by the way he fed the multitude. This is the only miracle done by Jesus during his ministry to be written in all four Gospels, and it is an important one, for it shows:
-   Jesus'concern for people's physical needs as well as their spiritual needs;
-   his power over the laws of nature;
-   how Jesus showed, in giving thankstoGod,that all goodthingscomefrom Him.
John's Gospel (John 6:9) tells us that the five loaves and two fish were given by a boy. We can perhaps imagine the boy, unable to provide much but willing to share what little he had -and then marvelling at what the Lord could do with a small but generous gift! The same Jesus invites us to give and to share freely - and he can still do marvellous things for those who try to serve and follow him.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
HEROD: This is Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great (see background notes on lesson 2). John the Baptist had told Herod it was not lawful for him to marry Herodias.
There were 3 reasons for this:
1   Herodias' former husband, Philip, was still alive,
2   Herod's former wife was still alive,
3 Herod Antipas was the uncle of Herodias and such close relatives were not allowed to marry.
The law of Jesus can be summed up as:
'ONE MAN, ONE WIFE, FOR LIFE'.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 14
1   Write the words of Genesis 2 v 24 on your answer sheet.  What does it teach us?
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2   What did Jesus do just before he gave the food to the disciples, so that they could distribute it to the crowd?
3   What can we learn from Peter's attempt to walk on the water to Jesus?
LESSON 15: CLEAN AND UNCLEAN (Matthew chapter 15)
,    :
"-                                                                                                                                            (.
The Pharisees saw that the disciples of Jesus did not obey their rule about washing hands before eating food. Jesus showed the Scribes and Pharisees that some of their traditions broke God's rules: for example they tried to avoid looking after their parents. This was wrong. Their minds were "unclean" and this was much worse than the dirty hands of the disciples.
The story of the Canaanite woman in verses 21 -28 is difficult to understand at first - as if Jesus did not want to help the woman. But Jesus was letting the woman show her faith. She realised that Jesus wanted to preach first to the 'lost sheep of Israel' but then others should receive help. This Gentile (a non-Jew) had greater faith than most Jews.
The miracle of the feeding of the four thousand is rather like the feeding of the five thousand in chapter 14, though Jesus was in a different place on the coast of the Sea of Galilee. Notice what people did (verse 31) when they saw the miraculous healing of the dumb, the crippled, the lame and the blind. Jesus did not take the glory for himself - the people were in no doubt that it was God's power that Jesus had used in his healing. When we see that God is at work in the world, let us also praise the God of Israel.
QUESTIONS on Matthew^hapter 15
1   The Pharisees criticised Jesus because his disciples did not keep the traditions of the elders. Jesus showed how the Pharisees were disobeying God's commands in keeping some of their traditions. Can you suggest:
(a)
one good tradition that people keep today?                                  ;?        r
(b)
one bad tradition that is kept today?
(c)
one of God's commands?
2   We cannot say that anything or anyone is to blame for OUR wicked thoughts.  Some people like to blame a devil (or satan). Look back at lessons 29 and 30 of the 40-lesson course.
(a)   Write out the verse in this chapter that shows that evil thoughts of all types come from a person's heart (or mind).
(b)   What does the Bible mean when it uses the word 'devil'?
(c)   What does the word'satan'mean?
•
3  Jesus was sent to help some of the people of a certain nation. Which
nation? (verse 24)
.      ..
LESSON 16: YOU ARE THE CHRIST! (Matthew chapter 16)
The Pharisees and Sadducees again challenged Jesus. He refused to show them a miraculous sign -there was already plenty of proof that Jesus was the Son of God, if only they would accept it. Jesus warned his disciples against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. The
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symbol of yeast is a good one, since a little can affect a large amount of dough; in the same way a small amount of wrong teaching can lead to a lot of falsehood.
I6v.l8 (irith GKEEKin capital letters)
Peter's declaration that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, is the solid rock on which the true Church is built. Jesus empha​sised this point by the words he used. Peter is the small stone but the true Church is built on Jesus Christ, the Son of God, not on the man, Peter.
Great authority was given to other apostles, as well as to Peter. Compare the words in verse 19 with Matthew 18:18.
In verse 21 Jesus began to tell his disciples that he would have to suffer and be put to death. Although Peter knew who Jesus really was, he did not understand the need for Jesus to die at Jerusalem. He wanted to stop it happening. Jesus knew that there was no other way and so he rebuked Peter for trying to stop him doing God's will. Jesus also called him Satan. Satan means 'adversary' or 'one who opposes'. Peter was opposing the will of God because he was trying to stop Jesus from dying on the cross.

You are PETROS (smallstone)
'and upon this PETRA(solid rock)
Jtfll build my EKKLE5lA(gr»upc
Wievws) and the gates of HADES
(the jrdve) stall not prevail against it.
Notice that Jesus does NOT say that he would build his church on Peter (PETROS) but on the solid rock (PETRA) of the truth which Peter had recognised, (see v.16)
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 16
1   (a)   Why was Jonah swallowed by a large fish (probably a whale)?
(b)   How long was Jonah inside the animal?
(c)   What did he do afterwards?
(d)   What do you think the 'Sign of the prophet Jonah' is? Read the book of Jonah and Matthew 12:39,40 to help you.
2   (a)   Who did Peter say Jesus was?
(b)  How was Peter able to give the correct answer?
(c)   Who is the foundation of the church, Peter or the Lord Jesus Christ? (See also 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:19-22).
(d)  What is meant by 'the gates of hell (Hades)' in verse 18? (Lesson 23 of the 40-lesson course may help you).
LESSON 17: GOD'S BELOVED SON (Matthew chapter 17)
Only three of the disciples were allowed to see Jesus transfigured (or changed) on the mountain. This was a great privilege - by showing Jesus in glory, it gave them a little look at the Kingdom. This event explains what the Lord said in the last verse of chapter 16.
If we compare Matthew's account with Luke 9:28-36 we learn that Moses and Elijah were talking
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with Jesus about his death. Both were important people in the Old Testament and the Jews had expected Elijah, or a person like him, to reappear before God's promised Sav​iour. Look at Malachi 4:5-6 to see the passage on which this hope was based. (See also Matthew 11:10-14).
Jesus and the disciples were brought back to the world and
its problems with the appeal of the father in verses 14-16.
Jesus showed how God's power can work in response to
Matthew 17-27
*aith' Mark's account (Mark 9:14-29) gives us more detail
than Matthew's: look at Mark 9:23-24 to see how the father
-
asked Jesus to help him even though his faith was weak.
Finally, read James 5:13-18 to see the connection between faith and prayer.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 17
1   (a)   What happened to Jesus when he was transfigured (or transformed)?
(b)   Why was Moses important in Israel's history? (See lesson 10 of the 40-lesson course.)
(c)   Why was Elijah important in Israel's history? (You can read about him in 1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 2.)
(d)   Why do you think the transfiguration took place?
(e)   What did the'voice from the cloud'say?
v
2   What New Testament person was like Elijah?
3   Verse 18 says that the demon (devil) came out of the boy.  What was actually wrong with him?
4   Which verses suggest that Jesus knew he was to die and also that he would be raised from the dead?
5   (a)   Since Jesus was the Son of God, who owns everything, he did not need to pay tax to anyone.  Why then did he pay it?
(b)  What does this teach us?
;   ;i
LESSON 18: LOVE AND FORGIVENESS
(Matthew chapter 18)
,
From Luke's account (Luke 9:46-48) we know that the disciples had been arguing about which of them was the greatest. When they put the question to Jesus in Matthew 18:1, he taught them that the way to enter the Kingdom of God is not to seek for greatness but to come in a humble, childlike spirit. We also have to remove anything which stops us from serving God and makes us sin - Jesus used some striking 'picture language' in verses 7-9 to show this.
Another problem with wanting to be 'great' is that it can make us look down on those who are young or weak. In verses 5-6 and 10-14 Jesus showed that God takes a very different view. He cares deeply about individual men, women and children however unimportant they may seem to be. Because God cares about them, so must we.
The next section tells us how to deal with problems. We should first go to the person concerned and discuss the matter with him. Only if this fails should we bring it before the church. The 'church' (or 'assembly') means the local community of believers.
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In this last part of the chapter, Peter asked Jesus about forgiveness. He thought it would be generous to forgive a brother seven times - but Jesus showed that we should not stop forgiving others. Long before we have forgiven someone seventy-seven times*, we should have lost count! The parable which follows teaches us that we should willingly forgive one another, because God has forgiven our sins which are probably far greater than those of our brother.
* Some versions have 'seventy times seven'.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter  18
1   What does this chapter teach us about (a) greatness, (b) angels, and (c) forgiveness?
2   Verses 7-9 teach us we should get rid of the things in our lives that may prevent us from entering God's Kingdom.  Can you suggest what some of these things could be?
3   Which verses tell us that we should speak directly to the one who has done wrong, instead of telling others about him?
4   In the parable beginning at verse 23, who is represented by
(a)  the king (master),
(b)  the servant who owed the large debt,
(c)   his fellow-servant?
LESSON 19: ENTERING THE KINGDOM (Matthew chapter 19)
The Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce. Notice how Jesus went back to the Old Testament Scriptures for guidance. When we are faced with difficult moral questions we should do as he did, and turn to the Bible.
Jesus discouraged divorce. In his reply to the disciples he knew that some would remain unmarried in order to be free to spend their whole lives working for the Lord.
The next passage shows Jesus' love for children. Though tired and busy he was willing to take the children in his arms and bless them. As in chapter 18, he reminded the disciples that the Kingdom of God is for those who come to him in a childlike, trusting spirit.
A young man came to Jesus. Mark 10:21 says 'Jesus looked at him and loved him'. The young man wanted to do right but he loved his riches too much so he turned away.
His story does not mean that all disciples of Jesus are called to give up all their possessions. For example, shortly after this incident Jesus met another wealthy man, Zacchaeus (Luke chapter 19): Zacchaeus was not asked to sell all that he had, although he did give half of what he had to the poor. Some people could use their wealth wisely while following Jesus; for others, the safest course was to get rid of it.
The disciples were surprised at what Jesus said about riches. They were used to a world where riches brought power and importance which were denied to most men. But the Kingdom of God is not like that! The call of Jesus is open to all, rich and poor, and when Jesus returns there will be many changes.
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QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 19
1   Which verses show that Jesus believed that Genesis chapters 1 and 2 are true?
2   What was the great lesson Jesus was teaching about marriage?
3   What did Jesus mean by his words in verse 14?
4  What will be the reward of the disciples when Jesus returns?
5   Our wealth may not be helping us on our way to the Kingdom.  Which verse says this?
tAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
You do not need to return the course sheets as well.  Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
LESSON 20: APPROACHING JERUSALEM (Matthew chapter 20)
The parable of the workers in the vineyard sometimes seems unfair. But Jesus is teaching us that the same blessing of everlasting life will be given to all those who serve him faithfully. By God's mercy, this hope is open to believers today just as it was to the early believers, many of whom suffered far more for Christ's sake than we are ever likely to.
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In verses 17-19 Jesus once again told the apostles about his suffering, death and resurrection. The parallel account in Luke 18:31-33 gives more details - that these dreadful events were to fulfil the words of the Old Testament prophets.
But the disciples still did not understand what Jesus was telling them. Two of them, James and John, selfishly wanted the best seats in the Kingdom. The other disciples were unhappy about this. Jesus taught them about service. He was the Son of God, the King of Kings, yet he had come to serve, and to give his own life for others. Here again the world's way of doing things is turned upside down.
Jesus showed compassion for the two blind men who called out to him. Although Jesus was approaching the most important stage of his life's work , he still had time to stop and help those who needed him. In Mark's gospel, one of the men is named Bartimaeus - perhaps this blind beggar was known to Mark's readers as a faithful believer in later life. If so, how glad he would have been for the compassion shown to him on the Jericho road.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 20
1   (a)   Why did the labourers grumble against the owner of the vineyard?
(b)   We would probably sympathise with those who had worked the long​est and perhaps think the owner unfair.  But what does the owner have to say?
(c)   The owner of the vineyard in the parable represents God (see Isaiah 5:7).  If we think the judgement is unfair, then it shows that our way of thinking is not God's way of thinking.  We must always accept God's ways and not think our own are best. Which verses in Isaiah 55 say this?
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2   (a)   Why were the disciples annoyed with James and John, the sons of Zebedee?
(b)   How could the disciples be 'great'?
(c)   How did Jesus show his greatness?
3   The blind men called Jesus the 'Son of David'.
(a)   Who was David?
.
(b)   In what way was Jesus the son of David? (See lesson 15 of the 40-lesson course.)
LESSON 21: JESUS REACHES JERUSALEM (Matthew chapter 21)
Prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem - see Zechariah 9:9. Also compare verse 9 with Psalm 118:26,28. The expression 'Hosanna', (meaning 'save'), was used as a shout of praise by the Jews. Perhaps the people hoped that Jesus would save them from the Romans who ruled over them at this time.
When Jesus arrived at the temple he was angry to see how the house of God was being wrongly used by people more interested in making a profit than in serving God. The money changers mentioned were men who exchanged foreign coins for those in which the Temple tax could be paid.
Jesus spent the night at Bethany, a village close to Jerusalem, perhaps in the home of Mary
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and Martha of whom we read in Luke 10:38-39 and John 11:1. On the way back to the city the next morning, the incident with the fig tree again showed Jesus' power over the natural world. In the Old Testament, the fig tree is used as a symbol of Israel (Hosea 9:10). Perhaps, by causing the fig tree to wither away, Jesus was pointing to God's judgement on those Jews who failed to accept him as their Saviour.
In verse 23 Jesus was questioned about the source of his authority. He answered with another searching question. The chief priests and elders could not say that John's baptism was from heaven, since they had not believed John nor accepted
A bunch of figs (See      Jesus. Yetthey were afraid to say that his baptism was of human
Matthew 21:19-21)
origin, because most people thought John was a prophet of God.
So they had to give the feeble reply, 'We don't know'.
Jesus went on to tell two parables which showed how the Jewish leaders had failed. Their failure - and the triumph of God's plan in the end - were a fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, and again we have a quotation from Psalm 118 (verses 22-23) which points to Jesus. Remember that in the past Israel had been God's Kingdom (see lesson 9 of the 40-lesson course), and the people had been called by God to be His children. But they had rejected the prophets who had been sent to warn and help them, and Jesus knew that they were about to reject him. This was opening up the way for the Gentiles (non-Jews) to have a place in God's Kingdom (see v 43).
The chief priests and the Pharisees realised Jesus was speaking about them in these parables. They looked for a way to silence him once and for all.
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Parables have hidden meanings.
Please copy out this table.  It
refers to the parable in verses 33-
46. Try to work out what each of
them represent. Some have been found for you.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 21
1   The crowds cheered Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem.
(a)   What did he do as soon as he reached the Temple?
(b)   Why did he do this?
(c)   Why didn't the chief priests and the scribes like the things which the children were shouting in the Temple area?
2   Read verses 28-32.  There is
(i)   the son who said he wouldn't help but changed his mind, and did help;
(ii)   the son who said he would help but did not.
(a)  Which of these represents the
'••'-•,,   ':••  chief priests and elders?
;      (b)   Did God prefer (i) or (ii)?
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KEY
to plan of Herod's Temple

area (Matthew 21)
1
Holy of holies
2
Holy place
3
Altar of Burnt Offering
4
Court of Israel (men)
5
Priests' Court
6
Court of Women
7
Court of Gentiles
8
North Gate
9
West Gate
10
Golden Gate (East)
11
Fort of Antonia (Castle)
	
	Person/Object

	What they represent


	a

	The owner of the Vineyard

	

	b

	The owner's servants

	God's prophets


	c

	The owner's son

	

	d

	The tenants (husbandmen)

	Jews


	e

	Other tenants (verse 41)

	

	f

	The vineyard (see verses 41 and 43)

	

	g

	The rejected stone

	


LESSON 22: CONFLICT WITH THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES
(Matthew Ch 22)
In another parable Jesus said the Kingdom of God is like a wedding banquet prepared by a king for his son. Those originally invited were too busy with the everyday things of life, so they missed their opportunity. These represent people who are too interested in worldly things to enter God's Kingdom. Others, represented by the man without the wedding garment, are willing to accept the invitation - but want to do things their own way. A third group are those who truly seek to be saved and to obey God. They then become clothed with the righteousness God provides (like the wedding garment) and are given a place in His Kingdom. (In those days
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wedding garments were provided.)
The rest of the chapter is about rival groups of religious Jews trying to trap Jesus in his words. The Pharisees tried first. If Jesus had simply said 'Yes, it is right to pay tax to the Romans', the Pharisees could have said he was a supporter of the hated Roman people who were ruling over Israel. If he had said 'No', they could have reported him to the Roman authorities as a trouble maker. His answer shows that we should do our duty both to God and to human rulers (when their orders do not conflict with our duty to God - see Acts 4:19 and 5:29).
The Sadducees tried next. They did not believe in the resurrection and tried to make fun of the idea in their question. But Jesus told them that the dead will rise again. He did not tell them that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were alive then, but that they will be raised to life when Jesus returns. God's plan for their future requires them to live again!
Then a Pharisee asked Jesus a serious question. Jesus did not give Commandments 1 and 2 as found in Exodus 20 but he showed how all of the 10 commandments can be summarised in the two he gave.
Finally Jesus asked them a question, 'Whose son would the Christ be?' They answered correctly so he asked another question, quoting from Psalm 110:1. There David calls his future Son, 'Lord', yet the Jews did not think any son could be greater than his father. Although Jesus was the Son of David through his mother, Mary, he was also the Son of God. So he was far greater than his forefather, David.
The leaders of Israel were unable to argue with Jesus.  They would try force next.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 22
1   In the parable of the wedding feast the King's son represents Jesus and the wedding represents the time when Jesus will return to this earth and be joined to his 'bride1, the true church (Revelation 19:7-9).
In the parable what do the following represent?
(a)   The king
(b)   The people first invited
(c)   The people who eventually attend the feast
(d)   The person without a wedding garment.
2  What does Jesus tell us about the resurrection in chapter 22?
3   How does Jesus sum up the teaching of the 10 Commandments?
LESSON 23: WOE TO YOU, HYPOCRITES! (Matthew chapter 23)
In chapter 23 Jesus told the Pharisees and teachers of the law (scribes) how wrong they were. These Jewish leaders wanted people to follow their strict rules. They completely failed to show compassion and to help those who found it difficult to keep these rules. They were proud and liked people to think they were good and important. They liked to be called 'Rabbi', a Hebrew word meaning 'my great one' or 'master'.
The phylacteries which are mentioned in verse 5 were little boxes containing scripture verses, worn on the forehead and arm when they were praying. The idea came from the Old Testament e.g. Deuteronomy 6:8. God wanted Israel to remember Him in all they did and talk to their children about Him. He did not want them to use the idea to try and show people how good they were.______________________________________________________
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Deuteronomy 6:4-9
A Pharisee wearing a phylactery on his forehead
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door​frames of your houses and on your gates.
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees were more con​cerned with material things - look at verses 16 to 19 - and with
trying to look righteous rather than with the qualities that God requires. They liked people to know that they kept the Law even in small matters, such as giving God a tithe (a tenth) of their herbs and spices, but they ignored the more important things, listed by Jesus in verse 23. They were all too similar to the Jewish leaders of Old Testament times who had opposed and killed the prophets that God had sent to His people.
The hard-hearted, hypocritical attitude of most Pharisees contrasts with the love and concern of Jesus for Jerusalem and its people in verse 37. Like his Father, Jesus wanted to save the people, but they would not listen to his warnings. The city where God had chosen to set His throne did not accept His Son. Soon afterwards its people demanded his death. As a result of this, Jerusalem was destroyed and its people punished for their wickedness. But verse 39 shows that a time of blessing would come to Jerusalem again.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 23
1   What does verse 3 mean?
2   Say in your own words what 'hypocrisy' means.
3   List some reasons why Jesus warned the people not to be like the teach​ers of the law and Pharisees.
4 Read verses 34-39 again.  One of the parables in an earlier chapter referred to the wicked way in which Israel treated God's prophets.  Which parable?
5   (a) The Old Testament records ways in which God had previously pun​ished Israel for their wickedness. Give examples (lessons 10 and 13 of the 40-lesson course may help you).
(b)   In what ways did God show His love towards His people?
LESSON 24: SIGNS OF THE END OF THE AGE (Matthew chapter 24)
The disciples drew Jesus' attention to the magnificent Temple buildings put up by King Herod. They would certainly have been a wonderful sight. But Jesus told them that every stone would be thrown down because Jerusalem was to be completely destroyed.
Speaking to his disciples later, Jesus told them what signs to look out for in the days leading up to the destruction of the city and also in the times shortly before his own return from heaven. Parts of chapter 24 seem to refer to the time when the Romans would attack Jerusalem and destroy it. Other parts are about the time just before Jesus will return to the earth.
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The Roman attack came about 40 years after Jesus spoke these words. Luke 21:20 tells us more about what Jesus said. It says there would be a time when Jerusalem would be surrounded by armies. When this happened, Christians in Jerusalem remembered Jesus' words. The sur​rounding Romans retreated for a short time and so gave the Christians in Jersualem who remem​bered Jesus' words time to flee from the city and save their lives. The Romans returned and com​pletely destroyed the city and its Temple in AD 70. To this day, all that remains is the huge platform on which the Temple was built. The famous Western or 'Wailing' wall in modern Jeru​salem is part of one wall of this platform.
View of Herod's Temple (Matthew 24) from the Western doorway
The signs of the return of Jesus from heaven
described later in the chapter are, of course, still
to be completely fulfilled.  Even Jesus did not know how much time would pass between the
fall of Jerusalem and his second coming. In verse 36 he tells us that only God knew when he
would return.
If Jesus did not know the date of his own return, then we cannot expect to work it out. But we can look out for the signs Jesus mentioned. We can take careful note of what Jesus says in verses 36-51 about his coming again:
- it will be sudden;
- most people will be going about their everyday business;
- Jesus will come at a time when even his followers will not expect him;
- his servants must therefore be constantly on the watch;
- true Christians, like wise servants, must be careful to do what their Master wants while he is away.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 24
1   What did Jesus say would happen to the Temple?
2   What were the two questions the disciples asked Jesus?
3   List some of the signs which show that the coming of Jesus is near.
4   What does verse 27 teach us about the coming of Jesus?
5   Why is the time just before the return of Jesus compared to the days of Noah?
6   What warnings does the chapter give to us?
You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
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A COURSE ON MATTHEW'S GOSPEL
LESSON 25: BE READY FOR JESUS (Matthew chapter 25)
Chapter 25 contains two parables -and a description of the Judgement which will take place when Jesus returns as King. The whole chapter gives us a clear warning that we must be ready and waiting for Jesus to come back and shows us how we can prepare to meet him.
The ten virgins represent Christian believers. All have heard the Gospel but, sadly, not all serve the Lord as they should. These people will find that when Jesus returns it will be too late to start putting their faith to good use.
A talent was a large sum of money. The parable of the talents again teaches us that the blessings we have been given - our different abilities, opportunities and above all, the blessing of the Gospel - are to be used to serve God. Two of the servants in the parable understood this and they set to work. The third made excuses for his laziness and was severely punished.
The description of the sheep and the goats shows us both a duty and a marvellous privilege. It is our duty to help people in need, especially those who are brothers or sisters of the Lord Jesus. It is a privilege to help them because Jesus considers that we have helped him by what we have done.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 25
1   (a)   In what way were five of the virgins foolish? (b)   What is the lesson for us in this parable?
2   (a)   Why were some given more talents than others?
(b)  What was the reward for those who used their talents wisely?
(c)   What lessons can we learn from this parable?
3   (a)   Verse 31 says that Jesus will sit on his throne in glory.  Where will this throne be?  (See Matthew 5:35 and Jeremiah 3:17).
(b)  After what great event will all nations be judged?
LESSON 26: BETRAYED AND ARRESTED (Matthew chapter 26)
The opening of chapter 26 reveals Jesus' great courage. He knew exactly what was going to happen, and yet he was prepared to obey his Father. The priests and elders in verses 3-5 were cowardly in comparison. They knew that Jerusalem would be crowded at Passover time so they wanted to arrest and kill Jesus without starting a riot.
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The woman in verses 6-13 who showed her loving care was Mary of Bethany (see John 12:1-3), whose brother, Lazarus, Jesus raised from death. In her action she was, in away, preparing for Jesus' burial. After Jesus' death there would be no opportunity to anoint his body in the usual way.
At the meal in verses 20-29, Jesus carried out the normal duty of the head of a household by giving thanks for the bread. It was then shared among those round the table together with the cup of wine. But Jesus gave this meal, often called the Last Supper, a special meaning. He commanded his disciples to share the bread and wine as symbols - reminders - of his body and his blood. For almost two thousand years, Christian believers have shared bread and wine together in this simple act of remembrance.
After the meal Jesus went to the Mount of Olives with the eleven remaining disciples, knowing that nearly all of them would leave him before the night was over. Peter protested but Jesus' words were fulfilled. They reached the olive garden of Gethsemane, and Jesus spoke to his Father in prayer. His words showed the battle he had with himself. It would have been much easier to avoid the shame and suffering but he knew this was not right. He was determined to do his Father's will.
It was not long before Judas led a heavily armed group to the garden. Their swords and clubs were unnecessary. John's Gospel tells us that Peter cut off someone's ear and Luke tells us that Jesus healed the man. Jesus was not pleased with Peter for using his sword. Again we are reminded that all these things were happening to fulfil the Scriptures (verse 56).
Jesus was put on trial before the high priest and the Sanhedrin (the council of leading Jews). By arranging for false evidence to be brought, they were breaking the ninth commandment (see Exodus 20:16). By remaining silent Jesus was fulfilling yet another Scriptural prophecy. Look at Isaiah 53:7 - part of a chapter which predicted the sufferings of Jesus.
At last the high priest challenged him in God's name, and Jesus, unafraid, agreed that he was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. The high priest accused him of blasphemy and Jesus was cruelly treated.
Then Peter denied he knew his Lord, as Jesus had said he would. Peter was very sorry.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION - THE PASSOVER
The Passover was a Jewish feast held every year about Easter time. It re​minded the Jews how God brought them out of Egypt where they had been slaves. They killed and ate a lamb at the Feast (see Exodus 12). Jesus died at the same time as the Jews were killing their lambs. The night before he died, Jesus ate the Last Supper with his apostles. This was not the real Passover and no lamb is mentioned.
The Jewish Passover looked forward to the death of Christ.
Our Breaking of Bread (Communion Serv​ice) looks back to the same event.
The Passover lamb
*    male
*    without blemish
*    kept for 3V4 days
*    killed so that its blood could save the Israelites and any other believers from the plague of death (see Exodus 12).
Jesus
*    male
*    sinless
*    teaching for 3V4 years
*    gave his life so that others (Jews or Gentiles) can live "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us" (see 1 Corinthians 5:7).
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QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 26
1   Read verses 1-16 again.
(a)   Why were the disciples annoyed?
(b)  Why did Jesus not agree with them?
(c)   Which disciple most wanted the perfume to be sold? (see John 12:1-8)
(d)  What else does John's record tell us about this disciple?
(e)   How did this disciple then obtain 30 pieces of silver?
2   Read verses 17-35 again, and also 1 Corinthians 11:23-29.
(a)   What does the bread represent?
(b)   What does the wine represent?
(c)   Why was the blood of Jesus shed? (verse 28)
(d)  Why should people examine themselves before eating the bread and drinking the wine?
(e)  What must be remembered by those who eat bread and drink wine in this way?
(f)
Who took part in this feast - the crowds, or only Jesus' disciples?
(g)
What feast were all the Jews keeping at about this time?
3   (a)
How did Peter deny Jesus?
(b)
In what ways can we deny Jesus?
4   (a)
To whom did Jesus turn for help through this difficult time?
(b)
What must we do in order to overcome temptation?
5   Who was Caiaphas?
6  (a)  What was Jesus referring to when he spoke about the temple being destroyed?
(b)   Who destroyed the temple that was raised in three days?
LESSON 27: THE CRUCIFIXION (Matthew chapter 27)
The Jews were not allowed to put a person to death, so they took Jesus to the Roman governor who could have given permission for him to be put to death. Judas realised that he had betrayed an innocent man and returned the thirty silver coins to the priests and elders. They showed no kindness or concern in their reply to him, and Judas went out and committed suicide.
Pilate was puzzled by Jesus' silence. A prisoner would try to defend himself if he thought he was going to be put to death. Yet Pilate realised Jesus was innocent, and in the custom of releasing a prisoner at the Passover feast Pilate saw a chance to set him free. But the people, urged on by their leaders, demanded that Barabbas be freed instead, and Pilate, too weak or too afraid to act in the right way, gave in to the crowd. In washing his hands, Pilate tried to show his innocence but the Jews were ready to take all responsibility for Jesus' death. The words of verse 25 are among the most terrible ever spoken, and the Jewish people did indeed suffer following their rejection of God's Son. This does not mean, of course, that the death of Jesus gives men an excuse for persecuting the Jews.
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The empty tomb - Matthew 28
The angel reminded the women that Jesus himself said that he would rise again. The women, 'afraid yet filled with joy', went to give the news to the disciples. Then Jesus himself met them. Their Lord was risen indeed! Calming their fears, he commanded that his disciples should meet him in Galilee.
We know from Acts 1:3 that after .his resurrection Jesus appeared to the disciples over a period of forty days, speaking to them about the kingdom of God. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, the apostle Paul tells us that Jesus appeared to many other people too. The Gospel writers each record only a few of the events of this period.
Matthew closes his Gospel with a final command from Jesus that his disciples should go and preach to all nations, baptising them and teaching them to obey his commandments. Shortly after this, Jesus ascended to his Father in heaven (see Acts 1:1-11). But first he promised that, although they would not see him with their eyes, he would always be with those who serve and follow him. Throughout the ages, many Christians have been able to testify that he has kept his promise.
QUESTIONS on Matthew chapter 28
1   Why was the tomb empty?
2  The chief priests told the soldiers to tell a lie.
(a)  What was the lie?
(b)  Why did they want the people to believe this lie?
3   Who saw Jesus after he was raised from the dead? (See also Mark 16, Luke 24 and John 20 and 21).
4   (a)   Did Jesus have a body after he was .raised from the dead?
(b)  Which verses in Luke 24 show that your answer to (a) is right?
(c)  After his resurrection Jesus was given an undying nature, so that he is alive now.  Which verse in Matthew 28 shows that Jesus knew he would not die again?
5   (a)   Where is Jesus now? (b)   What is Jesus doing now?
6   Write down two things that Jesus will do when he returns to earth.
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You do not need to return the course sheets as well. Please send your answers back to your tutor who is:
The purpose of the Christadelphian Bible Mission is to help carry out the command to preach with which Matthew closes his Gospel. If you would like any help in learning more about the Bible's teaching, or if you would like to contact Christadelphians who live near you, please write and tell your tutor.
We hope you have enjoyed studying Matthew's Gospel with us. Those who let the Word of God work in them find that life is never quite the same again. If you have been brought closer to Jesus through this study - and especially if you now feel a desire to give him your obedience through baptism - then this course will have been more than worthwhile.
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