The Middle East and the Gospel

The Bible In Middle East History

The Bible is rooted in the Middle East—Abraham came from Ur in modern day Iraq; Ruth, an ancestor of Jesus, was from Moab in modern Jordan; Moses was brought up as an Egyptian prince; Solomon's
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temple was built by Lebanese craftsmen using Lebanese timber; Daniel held high office in Babylon in modern Iraq.

Jesus' infancy was spent in Egypt and his preaching extended to Lebanon. The apostles preached in Syria, Turkey, Greece and Italy.

And God's promises to Abraham, while they primarily concerned his "seed" (descendants), extended to "... all families of the earth ..."

The descendants of Abraham were destined to be a model society — a nation living by God's laws, guided by principles of holiness, honesty and con¬cern for others. But that high calling was shunned and the nation sank into wicked rebellion against its God. God's Judgements

Thus God's judgements were poured out on Israel whose responsibility was greater because of the blessings they had enjoyed, but other nations too suffered the consequences of their own foolish idolatry and immorality which were an offence to God:

Tyre—A rich, powerful Lebanese port. Yet, the very site of the city was to be scraped bare and become a place where fishing nets would be spread to dry. (Ezekiel 26: 3-7)
The ancient city, constantly under attack, fell into decay. When Alexander the Great marched by, he used the ruins of Tyre to build a causeway to an island. Thus the very stones of Tyre were thrown into the sea.

The Bible was right.

Babylon—Capital city of the vast Babylonian em¬pire; Nebuchadnezzar had his name stamped on every brick. Yet Isaiah (13: 19-22) declared that " . . .it shall never be inhabited . . wild beasts of the desert shall lie there ..."

In fact, the site became swampy and unhealthy and fell into decay. The desert sands overwhelmed it and Babylon was totally lost — until uncovered by the archaeologists in the 19th century.

The Bible was right.

Egypt—A powerful, advanced society whose pyra¬mids remain as a token of her former glory. Yet the prophet decreed, " It shall be the basest of the kingdoms, . . . I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the nations " (Ezekiel 29: 15).

And so it was; Egypt has never regained her former glory or power; always a base kingdom.

The Bible was right.

Jerusalem—A city with greater responsibility than
any other on the face of the earth. Yet the prophets foretold her doom—that she would be " ploughed as a field . . .". Jesus himself decared, "... there shall not be left one stone upon another", and that her people "... shall be led away captive into all nations ..." (Luke 21: 6, 24).

In fact, in AD 70, the Romans besieged Jerusalem and burnt it down. A furrow was drawn across the site and a special coin was struck to commemorate the event. The Jews were scattered worldwide to begin a long period of exile — but never to lose their national identity. In their absence, the land became waste and desolate.

The Bible was right.

The Bible and the Middle East Today

The Bible has much to say about today's situation. It speaks of the re-gathering of Jews into their ancient land; of renewed fertility of the ground; of Jerusalem once again belonging to Israel.

The Bible also speaks of the ancient animosity of Arab for Jew and of Arab resolution to exterminate Israel, "... Come, let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance." Yet Israel was to be "... like a
torch of fire in a sheaf        ". while Jerusalem would be "... a burdensome stone for all people . .    " All of these things are happening before our eyes

The Gospel

As God's judgements were poured out in the past, so the Bible speaks of further judgements to come. A massive northern force, with other nations in its wake, will over-run Israel. When all hope appears to have gone, God will openly reveal His hand among the nations by the second coming of Jesus Christ. Only when they have been humbled will the people of Israel accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah.

Jesus of Nazareth, born nearly 2,000 years ago as "... king of the Jews . . .", and who was publicly executed with the title over his head, " King of the Jews ", ascended to heaven with the promise of a return. At his return he is to "... restore again the kingdom to Israel . . . "; he is to reveal himself to the people of Israel as their Messiah; he is to teach nations how to live in peace and harmony — to "... beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks . . .". Gradually, the world is to be subdued, the ground will be tilled, famine will be no more. The "... times of refreshing ..." promised so long ago, will have arrived.
And the Jew - Arab hatred? The prophets speak of reconciliation; of a " highway" linking Egypt, Israel and Assyria Thus commerce and communica¬tion between Jew and Arab is anticipated.

Only when the true " King of the Jews " has taken power and subdued the nations will the ancient hatred between the descendants of Jacob and the descendants of Esau be forgotten for ever.

The Christadelphians invite you to pursue your interest in this subject by sending for a free copy of their illustrated booklet, " Israel fulfils Bible Prophecy ".
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