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DEMON POSSESSION
Many people live in constant fear of demons.1 They consider them to be wicked spirit beings responsible for doing untold harm to people and communities. Wars, civil unrest and the progress of evil political ideologies are all considered to be the result of demon activity. They are held to be capable of entering into the body or mind of an individual when the demon can destroy faith, induce bodily sickness or make the individual mad. Some believe that demons attach themselves to objects such as books, furniture or jewellery and when misfortune strikes they will dispose of any object suspected of harbouring the demon in an attempt to get rid of the demon and thus bring about a change of fortune.
This study sets out to show from the Bible that there are no such beings as demons. There is no need to fear them. They do not exist.
COMMON BELIEFS ABOUT DEMONS
People who believe in the existence of demons give different explanations as to their origin. There appear to be four popular ideas which will now be briefly considered:
(1) Demons are the immortal spirits of wicked people who have died
This idea may be instantly dismissed since according to the Bible neither wicked men nor good men possess immortal spirits. The Bible teaches that when men die they are really dead; they return to dust and are unconscious, and will remain so unless Jesus raises them from the dead at his second coming. (Genesis 3:19-22; Psalm 146:3,4; Ecclesiastes 9:5-10; Daniel 12:2; 1 Thessalonians4:16)
(2) Demons are the spirits of the inhabitants of a pre-adamic earth
There may well have been a race of beings on the earth prior to the creation of Adam, in fact this may be suggested by the command to Adam and Eve to "be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth" (Genesis 1:28), but there is not the
In the ordinary English Bible (the Authorised Version) we read of 1he devil and of devils. In this study we are concerned with devils. The original word in the Greek from which the New Testament was translated is DA1MONION (occasionally DAIMON) and would have been better rendered demon. The word DAIMON1ZOMAI occurs frequently in the New Testament and means to be possessed of a demon.
The devil is a translation of the Greek DIABOLOS and is not the subject of this study—here we are only concerned with demons.
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faintest hint in the Bible that if this race did exist, its members had immortal spirits or that demons are the wicked of that race. This idea rests on assumptions that are entirely without scriptural foundation.
(3) Demons are the offspring of angels and antediluvian women
This theory rests entirely on an interpretation of Genesis 6:2 which, speaking of the wickedness of the generation which was destroyed by the flood, says, "The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose". It is said that the "sons of God" in this verse refers to angels who contracted marriages with human women and that the progeny of these marriages are the demons.
Whilst it is true that occasionally in the Bible the phrase "sons of God" does refer to angels (eg. Job 38:7) it usually has reference to members of the human race, who have a special relationship with God. For example, writing to members of the early church the apostle declares, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be" (1 John 3:2). See also John 1:12; 11:52; Galatians 3:26; Hebrews 12:7,8; Romans 8:14; Deuteronomy 14:1; Isaiah 1:2. The "sons of God" in Genesis 6 we take to be those descendants of Seth referred to in Genesis 4:26, who "called upon the name of the LORD",2 whilst "the daughters of men" refers to the descendants of wicked Cain. Genesis 6 is thus describing the apostasy from the Truth of the children of God of those days, and their punishment by the flood.
Another compelling reason for rejecting this idea of marriages between angels and women is the clear teaching of Jesus that angels "neither marry, nor are given in marriage" (Mark 12:25).
(4) Demons are fallen angels
Those who subscribe to this idea believe that at some time in the remote past a company of angelic beings led by Satan, (who is identified with Beelzebub the prince of the demons, Matthew 12:24-26) rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven. These angels.it is said, are referred to by Peter when he says, "God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" (2 Peter 2:4 and see Jude 6). These angels that sinned are said to be the demons.
Reasons for rejecting the idea that Satan is a fallen angel will not be given here —this is a subject in its own right.3
The Authorised Version margin gives an alternative translation—"Called themselves by the name of the LORD"—i.e. they were his children. This is confirmatory of the view expressed.
Anyone seeking information on this subject can obtain the booklet "Do You Believe in a Devil" from C.A.L.S., PO Box 316, Kings Norton, Birmingham B30 3EA. A more detailed treatise is, "The Devil, a Biblical exposition of the Truth Concerning that Old Serpent the Devil and Satan", by Mr Epps, Glasgow 1899, (facsimile reprint, Detroit Christadelphians, ND).
The word "angel" in the Bible does not necessarily refer to celestial beings; it may refer to members of the human race. For example, when we read in Luke 7:24 of "the messengers of John", the word messengers in the Greek manuscript of the New Testament is ANGELOS—exactly the same word as in 2 Peter 2:4 where it is translated angels. In Luke 9:52 we are told that Jesus "sent messengers before his face", and again the word used in the original is this same word ANGELOS, elsewhere translated angel. Thus angels (or messengers), may be human beings or they may be celestial beings. The only way we can determine whether human or divine messengers are being referred to, is by examining the context in which the word is found.
In the case in 2 Peter 2:4 the context demands that the reference be to human angels (messengers) and not to celestial angels, for the Bible teaches that God's angels "do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his word". They are said to be "ministers of [God] that do his pleasure" (Psalm 103:20,21), and there is not the remotest suggestion that God's angels are capable of sin or rebellion.
Even if we did allow that "the angels that sinned" mentioned by Peter are celestial angels, this still does not prove that they are the demons, rather the reverse, for these "angels that sinned" are said to be "in chains of darkness" where they are waiting a time of judgment. This is hardly a description of divine beings who have already been judged by being cast out of heaven, and who now appear to do as they please in the earth!
THE BIBLE'S TEACHING ABOUT DEMONS
Even if the reader is not convinced by the necessarily brief consideration of the above popular ideas about demons, the writer asks that at this point an attempt be made to leave any preconceived ideas on one side, and allow the Bible to provide its own explanation as to the nature of demons. So important is this simple Bible teaching if we would understand the references in the Bible to demon possession, that it will be worth quoting a number of verses from both Old and New Testaments.
It is the author's belief that these angels (or messengers) that sinned were members of the human race who disobeyed God in Old Testament times. These individuals :-(a) left their first estate (see Jude verse 6), (b) were cast down into darkness, and, (c) await their final judgement.
Koran and his company in Numbers chapter 16 fulfill all these particulars for:-(a) they left their appointed position and sought the priesthood (Numbers 16:3,9,10,18), (b) they were cast down into darkness Numbers 16:32), and, (c) they await their final judgement (Hebrews 9:27). Note: Since a priest is an angel (see Matachi 2:7 where the word "messenger" is the Hebrew MALACH, the ordinary Old Testament word for "angel") then Koran wrongly officiating as a priest with his censer was a sinful angel.
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(1) Speaking of the apostasy of the people of Isrart we are told that, "They sacrificed unto devils,5 not to God; to gods whom they knew not..." (Deuteronomy 32:17).
(2) Commanding Israel to worship the true God it was said, "They shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring" (Leviticus 17:7).
(3) Speaking of the rebellion and unfaithfulness of Jeroboam, king of Israel, who set up an idolatrous form of worship it was said, "He ordained him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves which he had made" 2 Chronicles 11:15).
(4) Of the way in which apostate Israel offered their own children as sacrifices to pagan gods the Psalmist writes, "They sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils" (Psalm 106:37).
THUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE CLEAR, SIMPLE TEACHING IS THAT DEMONS ARE THE OBJECTS OF PAGAN WORSHIP— PAGAN GODS.
This view is consistently upheld in the New Testament:
(1) Speaking of certain wicked people Revelation 9:20 says, "The rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils...", showing that demons were held to be objects of worship—i.e.pagan gods.
(2) Warning the Corinthian believers that they should not continue to be involved with the idolatrous system around them, Paul writes, "Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry...the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils" (1 Corinthians 10:14,20,21).
(3) When Paul visited the Greek city of Athens he saw that the city was "given to idolatry" (Acts 17:16). When these pagans heard Paul speak about Jesus they said, "He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods" [the word here translated "gods" is daimonion] (verse 18). The Athenians thought that in preaching Jesus, Paul was speaking about the same kind of demon-god as those which they worshipped. In the same chapter the apostle, amazed at the multitude of their gods, declared, "I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious" (Verse 22) The word he used, which is translated "superstitious", was deisiDAIMONesterous which means that they were extremely devoted to their demons; it was not a derogatory phrase and there is nothing to suggest
The Old Testament was, of course, written in Hebrew. But in the Septuagint (the ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament) the word devils here is DAIMONION.
that they regarded it as such. Thus again we see that demons were, to the pagans, the proper objects of their devotions.
THUS CONSISTENTLY, IN BOTH THE OLD TESTAMENT AND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DEMONS ARE SPOKEN OF IN SUCH A WAY AS TO LEAD US TO THE CONCLUSION THAT IN THE BIBLE A DEMON IS A PAGAN GOD.
DEMONS HAVE NO REAL EXISTENCE
With respect to pagan gods, we can be absolutely sure of one thing—they have no real existence! The Bible is very clear on this matter. In Isaiah Yahweh, the true God asks, "Is there a God beside me?" The answer comes, "There is no God; I know not any" (Isaiah 44:8). Again the God of the Bible declares, "There is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 2 Bthere is none else" (Isaiah 45:1 ,11).
Since the Bible declares demons to be pagan gods and since, according to the Bible, pagan gods have no real existence, it follows that DEMONS DO NOT EXIST.6
WHAT ABOUT DEMON POSSESSION?
If demons have no real existence then it is obvious that they are unable to possess anyone. What then are we to make of such references in the Gospels as Luke 9:41 where we read about a child of whom it is said, "The devil (i.e. demon) threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child"? How can we reconcile such accounts as this, which are not infrequent in the Gospels, with the clear teaching of the Bible that demons are pagan gods (and therefore do not exist)?
To do this it is necessary to consider the way in which pagan gods were worshipped, for it was usually at the idol festivals that "demon possession" was seen to take place. As a result of the pagan rites and devotions the spirit of the deity being worshipped was believed to take possession of the worshipper.
Whilst we can be absolutely sure that demons (pagan gods) do not exist in any real sense, it is equally certain that something most unusual did happen to the worshippers which convinced them that the god was taking possession of them. In fact, such things still happen today. For example, it is possible to visit West Africa and to observe ceremonies devoted to the worship of the various Voodoo deities and to see individuals apparently becoming possessed by the god.7 The photograph on page 8 shows an excellent example of the
For a more detailed treatment of this important point see Appendix on page 15.
Dr Wm. Sargant, "The Mind Possessed", Heinemann, London, 1973. In this book which, because of the nature of the subject, is a somewhat distasteful productbn from a Christian standpoint, the author describes in detail many ceremonies visited by him personally in Africa, Brazil, Jamaica, Barbados, Haiti, the U.S.A. and elsewhere, in which demon possession phenomena were seen and many photographed.
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"possession state". But these gods do not exist! What then is this observable phenomenon of "possession"?
The explanation of possession
What follows is a simplified explanation of the phenomenon of "possession". Under normal circumstances everything we see, hear or touch is received by the brain, which acts as a computer. The brain-computer then compares the new information received with all other recorded experiences from the past which might have a bearing on it. To a great extent this is an automatic process not requiring concious effort.
Thus, if you are informed that the moon is made of green cheese, your immediate response is, "Nonsense!" That response is the result of the brain weighing up the proposition, comparing it with certain known facts such as that cheese is made from milk and that astronauts have been to the moon and found it to be made of rock, and then deciding that this new piece of information cannot be accepted—the moon cannot be made of green cheese! All this takes place at the subconscious level (i.e. without actually having to think it through) in a fraction of a second.
Summary of the mechanism of possession 1
Under normal circumstances all information fed
into the brain is critically evaluated and then
either accepted or rejected
This takes place
in a fraction of a
second—without
us having to
consciously
think about it
This cannot be so for
astronauts have visited
the moon and found it to
be made of rock
REJECT
This is dealt with In greater detail by Dr. Wm. Sargant, "The Physiology of Faith", British Journal of Psychiatry 1969, pp 505-18. Also his "Battle for the Mind", Heinemann, London, 1957, ppl -41, is helpful. It should be noted that Sargant who rightly observed that modern "charismatic" possession of the "holy spirit" is exactly the same phenomenon as demon possession wrongly proceeded to equate the modern "charismatic" experience with the New Testament outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
When the brain is put under great stress, changes in brain function occur which alter the way in which information is received, analysed and recorded. It is this alteration in brain function that leads to the "possession" state.
At a pagan religious festival people are put under such stress. By rhythmic clapping, drum beating and dancing; by exhaustion of the body; by inducing pain; by the use of drugs and by the employment of other more unseemly and degrading methods; the brain is progressively exhausted until the stage is reached where it no longer critically computes the information it receives. At this point any ideas fed into the brain are accepted without question. It is at this breakdown point that "possession" occurs. The individual is surrounded by the belief that possession will occur, and since his brain is unable to critically analyse this belief, he accepts that he has become possessed and behaves accordingly.
Summary of the mechanism of possession 2
When the brain is put under stress changes in
brain function occur which alter the way in
which the brain receives and records new
information
Rythmic clapping
Drumming
Dancing
Fear
Inflicting pain
Sight of blood
Use of drugs
The mind is now wide open and will
accept any
information that is
fed into it
Point of
brain
exhaustion
Brain no longer able to compute the data
POSSESSION
Such "possession" is usually accompanied by unconsciousness, convulsions or a trance-like state, and has been observed and described in detail by Sargant. This state of possession, that occurred at the pagan festivals in New Testament times, and that may still be seen today, is a very real and observable phenomenon—see photographs below. But it is not due to possession by the demon, (for demons do not exist) and it can be explained physiologically—it is due to brain exhaustion.
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ABOVE: Charismatic "holy spirit" possession. LEFT: Possession by the god Ogoun, in Brazil.
DEMON POSSESSION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
With this information we may now approach the New Testament references to demon possession. For example, in Matthew 17 a man comes to Jesus and says, "Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water", and we are told that "Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured9 from that very hour" (v14,18). The child here described was subject to some kind of convulsions—in fact the Revised Version renders it, "He is an epileptic, and suffered grievously". But there is no suggestion that these attacks were connected in any way with a pagan religious festival. Why then attribute the convulsions to demon possession? The answer to this question provides the key to the whole problem of demon possession in the New Testament.
The only place where convulsions such as those this child exhibited were seen regularly, was at the pagan festivals. There, men who were considered possessed by the demon fell down in convulsive states just as this child fell down. How natural it was for the people in those days to assume that the two were identical—that the convulsions of the epileptic were due to demon possession.
Thus it was that epileptics such as this child whose convulsions resembled the convulsions of the "possession state", madness'0 which resembled the bizarre
See footnote 12.
John 10:20.
behaviour of the "possessed", and dumbness with its associated vacant staring and grunting noises which resembled the trance-like states of the "possessed" at the pagan festivals, were all attributed to demons.12
For Jesus to use such language when describing these diseases, does not imply that he believed in the real existence of demons—he certainly did not accept the existence of any God save his Father whom he described as "the only true God" (John 17:3). He simply accommodated himself to the language of his day. He no more believed in the existence of demons as real beings causing disease than we believe men are affected by the moon when we call them /una-tics; or that demons are responsible for a state of confusion when we speak of pan-demon-ium.13
.    Luke 11:14. -.    •   •
The connection between demon possession and illness is beyond all reasonable doubt. Examination of the Gospel records shows that: A. TO BE POSSESSED WAS EQUIVALENT TO BEING ILL
(a) Jesus told the twelve, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils" (Matthew 10:8). Thus the casting out of demons was a part of the healing ministry. In answer to the comment that the verse distinguishes demon possession from sickness it must be pointed out that it also distinguishes leprosy from sickness, (b) In Matthew 9:32 and Luke 11:14 dumbness is said to result from demon possession, (c) In Matthew 12:22 demon possession is said to cause both blindness and dumbness, (d) It is clear that when the Jews used the term of Jesus they thought that he was mentally disturbed "He hath a devil and is mad" (John 10:20. See also John 8:48,52.). B. TO CAST OUT A DEMON WAS TO HEAL AN ILLNESS
(a) In Matthew 4:24 we are told, "They brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils and which were lunatick (R.V. epileptic) and those that had the palsy; and he healed them." (Also Mark 3:15). (b) Of the blind and dumb man it is said, "Then was brought unto him one possessed of a demon, blind and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw". (Also see Matthew 9:32). (c) Of the faithful Canaanitish woman whose daughter was grievously vexed with a demon it is said, "Her daughter was healed from that hour (Matthew 15:22,28 RV).
It is frequently argued that Jesus would never have accommodated himself to the language of the day since this would have conveyed the impressbn that he accepted the pagan ideas about demons. To this it may be said: (a) Jesus did not try to counter the idea of Beelzebub (=the god of the fly) but used it as an argument against the Jews (Luke 11:19). If he used the idea of the "prince of the demons" which was manifesty pagan why should he not in his teaching also accommodate himself to the current ideas on demons generally, (b) The parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16 provides further evidence that Jesus did not hesitate to use current Jewish theological ideas that had a pagan origin in his reasoning with the unbelieving Jews. (See Josephus "Discourse to the Greeks Concerning Hades", Whiston's Josephus, page 637.) (c) The reason for the above may well lie in God's attitude towards Israel in the time of Jesus's ministry. In Isaiah chapter 6, which is a prophecy about Jesus it is said, "Go. and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
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But there was a reason why Jesus was so ready to use the language of his day and refer to epileptics, madmen and the dumb as being demon possessed.
THE REASON FOR DEMON POSSESSION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
There is no reference throughout the entire Old Testament to diseases being connected with demons. It is only in the ministry of Jesus and during the early labours of the apostles that we read of certain diseases being attributed to demons. In fact, so frequent are the references to demon possession in the ministry of Jesus that we could be forgiven for thinking that the Gospels are preoccupied with the subject. Why is this?
To answer this question we wish to consider two methods of instruction used by Jesus in his ministry—parables and miracles. It may come as a surprise to some to learn that the miracles were designed to instruct, but we hope to show that this was indeed the case.
The parables
The spoken words of Jesus were always purposeful and full of meaning. They were, in fact, words received from his Father, for, "He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God" (John 3:34), and again, "He that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of Him...as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things" (John 8:26, 28).
When he spoke the parables there was nothing haphazard about them; there was always a reason why he spoke the parable. Thus, for example, the parable of the sower in Luke 8:4-15 was given to illustrate the different responses in Israel to his teaching, and the parable of the vineyard in Matthew 21:33-46 represented the attitude of Israel's leaders to the work of God through him. To understand the parables it is necessary to interpret them. This is often straightforward as in the parable of the sower, but it sometimes proves to be a
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed" (Isaiah 6:9-10 cf. John 12:37-41). To use the language of the day about demons was one of the ways of "shutting their eyes".
It is worthy of note that such demon possession as we have in the Gospels is never mentioned in the entire Old Testament period. In the New Testament demon possession is principally to be found in the synoptic Gospels with an occasional mention in the Acts. From this it would seem that the Almighty saw no need to instruct the Old Testament Church about demon possessbn, neither did the Apostles in their writings see the need to instruct the New Testament Church in the matter. Demon possessbn appears in the Gospels as a local and transitory way of speaking about certain diseases and is not a doctrine of Old Testament or New Testament belief. This being the case, it is not surprising that Jesus could accept the current way of referring to illness. A doctrine of demon possessbn forms no part of the Christian gospel and there is no reason why Jesus should consider it from a theobgbal standpoint. The only reason why it is necessary for us to examine the subject today is because of the theological absurdities whbh have become associated with it.
most difficult exercise. One such difficult parable is found in Matthew 12:43-45:
"When the unclean spirit14 is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."
Whatever the detailed explanation of the parable might be, the inescapable 'punchline' of the parable which comes in the final sentence, is that Jesus would have us view the Jewish nation at that time in their history as being like a demon possessed man—"Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."
The casting out of the demon in the first place probably has reference to the work of John the Baptist, whose preaching met with a great response. "There went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptised of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins" (Mark 1:5). Even the Pharisees and the Sadducees came to him, although he rebuked them (Matthew 3:7). But the repentance was short lived and when Jesus came to them they had returned to their old ways and, rejecting both him and his teaching, they crucified him. Thus the last state of Israel was worse than the first. But, whatever the correct interpretation of the parable might be, the point to be emphasised is that in this parable Jesus spoke of the nation of Israel as being like a demon possessed man.
The miracles
Just as the parables of Jesus were the words of God through His Son, so the miracles of Jesus were the works of God. Thus he said, "The works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me" (John 5:36), and again, "I must work the works of him that sent me" (John 9:4). As with the words so with the works, they were purposeful and appropriate to the circumstances in which they were performed. Thus the healing of the man with the withered hand (Luke 6:6-10) was not performed simply because Jesus felt sorry for the man, but in order to establish his teaching concerning the sabbath day. The cursing of the fig tree (Matthew 21:19-20) was really an acted parable in which Jesus was conveying to his disciples an important message about the nation of Israel. Israel was the fig tree which had leaves but no fruit. Because Israel had failed to bring forth the fruit of righteousness before God it was cursed as a nation. (Compare Luke 13:7-9).
In this parable the word "demon" is not used. But that demons and unclean spirits are identical is clear from such passages as Mark 5:12,13; Luke 4:33 etc.
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In a similar way the miracles of Jesus that had to do with the casting out of demons were intended to teach the disciples something about the nation of Israel, for we have already seen from the parable of the man with the unclean spirit, that Jesus wanted them to view that "wicked generation" as demon possessed.
What a fitting representation this was. God had predicted through Moses that Israel would forsake Him and turn aside "to devils [i.e. demons], and not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up..." (Deuteronomy 32:17). This was precisely the situation at the time of Jesus. They had turned aside to the foolish superstitions of the Gentile world and had embraced ideas and forms of worship which were opposed to God's truth.'5 The pagan ideas of the Gentiles had entered into the body politic of Israel-Israel had become possessed by the pagan demons. Thus the nation was fittingly represented by a madman or an epileptic which according to the superstitions of the day were illnesses due to demon possession. This lies at the root of the teaching of Jesus with the demoniacs. Nowhere is this more clearly seen than in the miracle of the healing of the Gadarene demoniac.
THE MADMAN OF GADARA (Mark 5:1-20)
It would be possible to write an entire treatise on the wonderful way in which Jesus employs this miracle in order to highlight some of the important Old Testament prophetic teaching about the nation of Israel, but one or two points must suffice.
(1) The man is clearly insane, for when he was healed he was said to be "in his right mind" (verse 15). This is a fitting representation of the nation of Israel which, because of its turning aside after the demon gods, was to be nationally smitten with madness.(See Deuteronomy 32:16 compare Deuteronomy 28:28).
(2) The man is introduced as "having his dwelling among the tombs" (verse 3), which is very reminiscent of Isaiah's prophetic picture of apostate Israel—"a people that provoketh me to anger continually "...which remain among the graves and lodge in the monuments" (Isaiah 65:3-4). Isaiah proceeds to speak of Israel "eating swine's flesh" (verse 4) which was forbidden by God's law. The reference to the herd of swine in the miracle is surely no mere coincidence.
(3) The man, then, it is suggested, represents apostate Israel defiled by contact with Gentile abominations. But it is Israel at a particular time in history. This
For example under the heading "Beelzebub, brd of the fly" Young's Concordance states, "A heathen deity to whom the Jews ascribed supremacy among evil spirits"—which is of course confirmed by Matthew 12:24.
16 The keen student will note that in this description of Israel that "provoketh me to anger there is a reference by Isaiah back to Deuteronomy 32:16 where it was prophesied that Israel would provoke God to anger with their demons.
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comes over more clearly in the Revised Version—"No man could any more bind him, no, not with chains" (verse 3). The man had been bound in the past but the time had arrived when it was no longer possible to bind him. Like this madman Israel has been repeatedly bound in the past. For example the nation was led captive by the Babylonians in Old Testament times and again by the Romans in AD.70. But the people of Israel have been preserved and today are being regathered. The State of Israel was reborn in 1948 and the time will come when, says God, "I will break his (i.e.the Gentile) yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him" (Jeremiah. 30:8). Thus the man is a fitting representation of Israel—apostate Israel—at the time of the restoration but just before the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah at his second coming.
(4) Jesus will appear to Israel and will provide that nation with the means of forgiveness and cleansing. When Jesus confronted the demoniac the latter asked, "What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of the most high God?"17 He was not particularly pleased to see Jesus. So, too, it would appear that Israel will not be eager to part with her Gentile ways and superstitions. But God has spoken; Israel will be cleansed—"I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land...l will cause...the unclean spirit to pass out of the land" (Zechariah 13:2). In the miracle this is acted out when the demons (unreal and therefore invisible) become identified with the swine (forbidden by the law and therefore a visible symbol of Israel's sin) which then run headlong down the cliff and perish in the sea. Thus in a most amazing way was enacted the future cleansing work of Jesus with Israel of which the prophet speaks when he predicted, "Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea" (Micah 7:19).
(5) The man sitting, clothed, and in his right mind, freed from his chains, rid of his unclean spirit and delivered from the graves reminds us of Isaiah's picture of Israel's future glory. "Put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come
It is sometimes asked, Is not the real existence of demons proved by James' statement, "The devils also believe and tremble" (James 2:19)? James no doubt is referring to such events as this in Mark 5 where clearly the demon possessed man was afraid of Jesus (see the parallel record in Matthew 8:29) whom he proclaimed to be the "Son of the most high God" (Mark 5:7). He thus both believed and trembled. The following points may be helpful: (a) There is frequently empbyed in the Bible a figure of speech where one name or noun is used instead of another. E.g. Job 32:7: "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom". In this verse dearly "days" means "men who have days", and "years" means "men who have years". By the same figure, in "the devils also believe and tremble", devils stands for "men who have devils", (b) Luke 11:14 says, "Jesus was casting out a devil and it was dumb". Here the demon is said to be dumb but in fact it was the man who was dumb for "when the devil had gone out the dumb spake", (c) Luke 4:41 reads, "Demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, Thou art the Christ the Son of God". Again, bearing in mind the above, a common sense reading of the passage is that when the demons were cast out the people declared Jesus to be the Son of God.
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into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from the dust, arise, and sit down, 0 Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, 0 captive daughter of Zion" (Isaiah 52:1,2). The "right mind" is also described by the prophet in the same chapter when he proceeds to say, "My people shall know my name...they shall know in that day that I am he" (verse 6).
Thus in a most remarkable way Jesus in this miracle presents in the form of an acted parable the wonderful message of the Old Testament regarding God's purpose with Israel.18
SUMMARY
(1) Demons in the Bible are pagan deities.
(2) Demon possession was a phenomenon that was frequently seen at pagan festivals when those "possessed" became unconcious, had convulsions or passed into a trance-like state. (This same phenomenon can be observed today in primitive civilisations and it can be readily explained in scientific, physiological terms.)
(3) Epilepsy, various forms of mental illness and dumbness, resemble the so called "possession state" and were considered by the contemporaries of Jesus to be the same phenomenon and were therefore attributed to demon possession.
(4) Jesus accommodated himself to this way of speaking about certain illnesses and, by parable and miracle, represented apostate Israel as a demon possessed man.19
(5) His miracles, which were frequently acted parables, developed this idea in a most detailed way. Israel was (and is) like a demon possessed man and
The healing of the man's son in Matthew 17 has a similar message. The following "clues" will enable the student to seek this out: (a) "My son" (verse 15) c.f. "Israel is my son..." (Exodus 4:22). (b) "Falleth Into the fire and oft into the water c.f. "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee....when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned" (Isaiah 43:2). (c) Israel, God's son, has "fallen" successively before Assyria, Babylon, Rome and so throughout history. But the fire and the water have not destroyed the people and their ultimate healing at the hand of their Messiah is assured. They will then be "cleansed from all your idols" (demons) and in place of this unclean spirit "a new spirit will I put within you" (Ezekiel 36:25,26).
" An argument sometimes advanced for the real existence of demons is that it is said that the devils departed" out of the possessed (e.g. Luke 8:35), implying they were real beings. However, this does not in any way imply personality of the demons for it is also said, "The fever left her (Mark 1:31), and,"The leprosy departed" (Mark 1:42), and neither fever nor leprosy have any personal existence. Also it is argued by some that since Jesus spoke to the demons this proves that they must have existed in a personal sense. But in Luke 4:39 Jesus 'rebuked the fever..." and in Mark 4:39 he 'rebuked the wind, and sa/d to the sea..." None would see the need to insist that the fever, the wind or the sea had real personality.
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God's purpose is that the nation will be healed and made sane by Jesus when he returns to rule over them.20 This will be a day of great blessing for the Gentile nations also, for the purpose of God is that the influence of Jesus will ultimately become world-wide. Then ideas such as demon possession will be cast aside, for, "The Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit" (Jeremiah 16:19).
APPENDIX Do Pagan Deities Have Real Personal Existence?
Correspondence with readers of the first edition, especially with members of the Restoration Fellowship, demonstrated a need for a more detailed consideration of this question than could be conveniently inserted in a footnote.
Whilst accepting that demons in the Old Testament (and on occasion in the New Testament) are pagan deities it has been argued by correspondents that these false gods had real existence and are the same wicked spirits as were responsible for demon possession in the Gospels. Amazingly, in spite of the Apostle's very emphatic declaration in 1 Corinthians 8:4 (RV) that "there is no God but one", his statement concerning the pagan world that "there are gods many, and lords many" (1 Corinthians 8:5 RV) is taken as proof that these gods really do exist. Such scriptures as, "Beside me there is no God" (Isaiah 45:5 RV) are said to be teaching merely that Yahweh is the true God.
The following is submitted as showing without doubt that pagan demon-deities have no real existence.
(a) Those who believe that the demon-deities had real existence maintain that the gods which the pagans worshipped were represented by their idols—the gods themselves were demons with real spirit existence. But this does not agree with such scriptures as: "There ye shall serve gods, the works of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell" (Deuteronomy 4:28). "Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold ..." etc. (Exodus 20:23). In this connection we are told that Israel made a golden calf and said, "This is thy god, O Israel" (Exodus 32:4 RVm). In great detail the prophet Isaiah argues the folly of heathenism. From part of a tree a man makes a fire and from another part of the same tree "He maketh a god, and worshippeth it... and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god" (44:15,17).
The Bible teaching regarding the restoration of Israel as the Kingdom of God with Jesus as King is dealt with in "The Kingdom of God on Earth", and "Israel: God's People, God's Land", obtainable from the C.A.L.S., PO Box 316, Kings Norton, Birmingham B30 3EA.
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From these scriptures it is clear that what they made was the god. Clearly, any powers it possessed could have existed solely in the minds of the worshippers. This accords with Paul's description of apostasy from the Truth in Romans chapter 1— "[They] became vain in their imaginations ... and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts and creeping things ... and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator" (verses 21-25 RV)—there is no indication that in reality they were worshipping demon-spirit beings.
(b) Time and again the fact that these gods did not exist in any real sense is proclaimed from scripture: "The gods of the people are idols [Hebrew, ELIL = things of nought]" (1 Chronicles 16:26). "Thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods" (Jeremiah 5:7). "Shall a man make unto himself gods, which yet are no gods" (Jeremiah 16:20 RV).
Isaiah is particularly emphatic: "Before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me" (43:10). The context of this is YAHWEH versus PAGAN GODS and has no bearing on the purpose of the Deity to bring "many sons to glory" of whom Jesus, the "mighty God" of Isaiah 9:6, is the firstborn. The theme of this section of Isaiah is that the gods of the nations have no real existence—not, as is argued by the Resoration Fellowship and others, that they exist but are not the true God. So, "the workman melteth a graven image... he that is so impoverished ... chooseth a tree ... he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image..." etc. (40:19,20). To the gods thus manufactured Yahweh challenges, "Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods ... Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought" (41:23,24). "Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God, I know not any" (44:8). "I am God, and there is none else" (45:22).
Of course, those who worshipped these pagan gods believed in their real spiritual existence, and the phenomenon of "possession" that took place at their frenzied worship (explained in the main text of these notes) gave credence to this belief. But as far as the Bible is concerned the gods did not exist in any real sense, just as today we deny the real existence of, say, the Voodoo deities, in spite of the "possession" phenomena that can be observed. Similarly, we would deny the existence of the orthodox trinity (actually imported from paganism) in spite of so called "possession" by the third person of the trinity which is seen at pentecostal and other "charismatic" meetings.
The teaching of the Bible is so definite—the gods of the pagans have no real existence. Once it is admitted that in both Old Testament and New Testament pagan deities are referred to as demons, then it must be conceded that these demons do not have any real existence. It then becomes necessary to find an alternative explanation for the phenomenon of demon possession which is more or less confined to the synoptic Gospels. Such an explanation is set out in this booklet.
