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1. There is a God

In theearth, sea andg we are able tsee the thigs that God has made.

Thesethingsshow usthatthere is gpower, which mage themThe sun, moon
and starsaboveshow people abround the worldsodOtove for man

Psalm 83-4 “I think about the heavens. I think about what your fingers have
created. I think about the moon and stars that you have set in place. What is a
human being that you think about him? What is a son of man that you take
care of him?” (Psalm 19:16, Job 38:34133, Isaiah 40:26

2. There is Only One True God

In the past mebowed downto many godsnadefrom woodand stone. These
godscould not see, hear, think, talk farel (Psalm 115:8). Today people t
worship the things that they make with theivn hands(2Timothy 4:34). The
Bible tells us about théving andtrue God. Here are some of the things the
Bible tells us about Him:

e There is noother powelike God Ephesians 4:€Yhere is one God and
Father of all. He is over everything. He is through everything. He is in
everything” (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 45:522, 1 Corinthians 8:6).

* Godhas no beginnindias always beeand will be forever. Psalm 90:2

“Lord, from the very beginning you have been like a home to us. Before
you created the world and the mountains were made, from the beginning
to the end you are God.O(Isaiah 40:28, 1 Timothy 1:17)
* God lives in heaven anfills all space. He can see, hear and do anything
(Psalm 139:412, Matthew6:9).

3.God Has a Plan

God made the heavens, eardimd thenations and everything ignder His
control Daniel 4:17“... all who are alive will know that the Most High God is
King. He rules over all of the kingdoms of men. He gives them to anyone he

wants. Sometimes he puts the least important men in charge of them” (Genesis
1:1, Nehemiah 9:6, Acts 17:2B).



God created thk earth for a purpose. He maiti¢o be filled with people who
would live His way. Theworld today does not listen to God and is filleth
evil. GodOs plan is that the earth will be filled with his glory

4. The Earth Will be Filled With His Glory!

Habakkuk 214 . .. “The oceans are full of water. In the same way, the earth
will be filled with the knowledge of my glory” (Isaiah 11:9lsaiah 45:18).

Godis a God oflove. In fact,. . . “God is love” 1 John 4:8 He asks u$o be
like Him. He has told us that those who obey Him will lf@esver

Exodus 34:67 Ofs he passed in front of Moses, he called out. He said, "I am
the Lord, the Lord. I am a God who is tender and kind. I am gracious. I am
slow to get angry. I am faithful and full of love. I continue to show my love to
thousands of people. I forgive those who do evil. I forgive those who refuse to
obey. And I forgive those who sin. But I do not let guilty people go without
punishing them . . .” (Deuteronomy 32:4, Matthew 5:48, 2 Peter 1:4)

5. The Bible is GodOs Word

God guidedmento write the Bible He wants us to knowaboutHis plan with
the earth and with us.

2 Timothy 315-17 QYou have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were
a little child. They are able to teach you how to be saved by believing in Christ
Jesus. God has breathed life into all of Scripture. It is useful for teaching us
what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our
lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right. By using

Scripture, a man of God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.”
(Psalm 119:106

The Bible tells us what God hdsne in the past, and what Mél do in the
future. The Bible has 66 boak$he first book Genesis, explainthat in the
beginningGod formed man from the dust.



6. God Formed Man From the Dust

Man was made‘a living person” when God breathed intarh “the breath of
life.” Genesis 2:7Adam was the first man and Eweas his wife. God put
them in the Garden of Eden tare forit, and told them that they could eat of
the fruit of every treebut notOthe tree of the knowledge of good @vilO.
Genesi:9. If they ate the fruit fronthattree, they would surely digenesis
2:17). (Diet to include meat Genesis 9:3).

7. Death Came by Sin

Adam and Evewere temptedand didnot listen to God They failedHis test
whenthey sinnedand did not obey HinfGenesis 3:6, 1 Timothy 2:14).

After Adam sinnedGod said to him;You will have to work hard and sweat a

lot to produce the food you eat. You were made out of the ground. And you

will return to it. You are dust. So you will return to it.” Genesis 3:19They
died, but not straight awagod sent them out of thea®lenof Edento work
hard and to live with the problems, which came from making their own
decisions.

Adam and Evéhad children They alsadied and returned to the duand so it
has gone omintil today. A long time after AdanPaul wrote(Sin entered the
world because one man sinned. And death came because of sin. Everyone
sinned, so death came to all people.” Romans 5:12.

When we know the truthbout deaththen we are able to see what we have
lost by not following GodOs pldFhis is clear irEcclesiastes 9!5People who

are still alive know they'll die. But those who have died don't know anything.
They don't receive any more rewards. And they are soon forgotten.”

8. The Dead Know Nothing

Life beginswhenwe areborn,andends wherwe die That is he simple truth
shown in theBible. The body goes back ttust, as God said it would.h&
spirit, or breath of life, goes back to God (Ecclesiastes, PAZJlm 144:3}).

9. God Sent His Son to Seae Men.

GodOs son, Jesus Christ, was sent by God to save peopleéetimand to

offer them everlasting life John 3:16"God loved the world so much that he

gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will
5



have eternal life.” God askspeopleto repent and turn to Him and He will
forgive their sins Isaiah 55:67 QQurn to the LORD before it's too late. Call
out to him while he's still ready to help you. Let the one who is evil stop doing
evil things. And let him quit thinking evil thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord.
The LORD will show him his tender love. Let him turn to our God. He is
always ready to forgive.” (Acts 2:38)

God shaeved His love for the worldde sent Jesuto lead people back to Him,
like a shepherd bringsack shep that have been lost Peter 2:25). Jesus dai
he was the Good Shepherd. gleve his life for the sheep (John 10:11).

10.Jesus is the Son of Gad

Eve listened to the serpent when it séid you won't die," Genesis 3:4She
chose not to obey God\fter Adam and Eve sinned against God, He shad
the son (seeddf the woman would crush the snakeOs hé@énesis 3:8).
This is to show that Gotlad a plan tadestroy sin and provide a way for
peopleto be forgiven.

Who isthe womanQOs sgher seed) It wasJesuswho was born many years
later (Acts 2:22) Godsaid, "This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased
with him."” Matthew 317. Jesussaid, “The One who sent me is with me. He
has not left me alone, because I always do what pleases him." John 829.

In Galatians 4:4 we reatBut then the right time came. God sent his Son. A
woman gave birth to him.”

11.Jesus washe Sonof the Woman.

God was the father of Je~s®e Bible tells us that God chose Mary, to be the
mother of His Son. GodOs angg@ld to her,'The Holy Spirit will come to you.

The power of the Most High God will cover you. So the holy one that is born
will be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:35.

12.The Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spiritis the powenf God. OHolyO mearepsirate, purercset apart.

When Jesus wasaptizel God gave hinHis power God showed His power
by speaking through Jesus atid miraclesthat hedid. (Matthew 3:16, John
3:34, John 5:19, John 8:28, John 14:10, Acts 10:BB& son ofMary, was
namel before he was bor An angel from Godaid, “...you are to give him
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the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew
1:21.The name Jesy¥ahushua) means Gathall saveHis people

How does Jesusase us from sin? ... he forgives the sins of those who have
faith in his blood.” Romans 3:25Faith is to believe in things we cannot see
with our eyes.“But the one who is right with God will live by faith.”
Habakkuk 2:4Hebrews 10:38)

The Bible clarly says that without faith nane can please God. Helme11:1
& 6 “Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being certain of what we do
not see. Without faith it isn't possible to please God. Those who come to God
must believe that he exists. And they must believe that he rewards those who
look to him.” God asks us tbelieve inJesusJohn 3:16,God loved the world
so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will
not die but will have eternal life.” (Romans 10:9.1).

Sin ard death have no power over peopléo believeand arefaithful
followers of Jesus 2 Timothy 1:105...our Saviour, Christ Jesus. He has
destroyed death. Because of the good news, he has brought life out into the
light. That life never dies.” Jesus is “.. the first of those who rise from the
dead” (1 Corinthians 15:23).“People now come to God through him. And he
is able to save them completely and for all time. Jesus lives forever. He prays
for them.” Hebrews 7:25. This ithe onlyway that people can come to God

13.The Way, and the Truth and the Life.

GodOs Son said] am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” John 14:6. Jesus alsaid, "Come to me, all of
you who are tired and are carrying heavy loads. I will give you rest. Become
my servants and learn from me. I am gentle and free of pride. You will find
rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:2829.

14.Jesus wad.ike Us.

Though he was the Son of God from birth Jesus Wasmade like his
brothers in every way.” Hebrews 2:17,“he too shared in their humanity”,
“flesh and blood” nature, as those he came to save, Hebrews(Ri14. Paul
tells usin Romans 8:3 that God... made his Son to be like those who have a
sinful nature.”



1 Corirthians 15:45%says, “It is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living
person.” The last Adam became a spirit that gives life”. Jesus is called the
Olast AdamO.Adam diedbecause he sinnedhe last Adam(Jesus)was
temptedbut neve sinned. He always chose to obey God and not the Devil.

15. The Deuvil.

The Devil is the Bible name fothings that cause us to sin. God tells us that
“... your own evil longings tempt you. They lead you on and drag you away.O
James 1:14. We knothis from what we &el inside ourselves

Hebrews4:15 says about JesuSWe have a high priest who has been tempted

in every way, just as we are. But he did not sin.” Evil people,who rejected
GodOs plan, nailed Jesasa crossJesudied in this wayas aresult of GodOs
plan to save man (Acts 2:23). Thikarly shows the evil in menOs hearts to
follow their ownplans and purpose.

Jesus obeyed the will of His Father, everdéath onthe cross (Luke 22:42,
Philippians 2:8). His life was offered for the sins of otherfisaiah 53:5,
Hebrews 9:22 1 Peter 3:18). 1 Peter 2 himself carried our sins in his
body on the cross. He did it so that we would die as far as sins are concerned.
Then we would lead godly lives. His wounds have made you whole.” As a
result we can change and follow JesuFhis waslove in its greatest and
deepest form. Jesus himself saf@djo one has greater love than the one who
gives his life for his friends.” John 15:13.

The love ofboth the Son and the Father was shown when &lodved His
only Sonto die. Jesus gave his lifer us all (Romans 8:32)Paul says in
Romans 5:8,“But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

16. Christ Died for Us.

This does not mean that God punished His Son for the sins of others. G
forgives men if theydie with Jesus through baptisiRomans 6:3} “...Don't

you know that we were baptized into his death? By being baptized, we were
buried with Christ into his death. Christ has been raised from the dead by

the Father's glory. And like Christ we also can live a new life..” (Romans 3:25,
Colossians 1:14).



Though he died and was burigd, Jesusrditreturn to the dust. God told the
first sinners Adam and EveQYou are dust. So you will return to it.”
(Genesis3:19)This did not happen to Jesus because he was sinless

17.God Raised Jesus from the Deh

Acts 2:32 & 33, “God has raised this same Jesus back to life. We are all
witnesses of this. Jesus has been given a place of honour at the right hand of
God. He has received the Holy Spirit from the Father. This is what God had
promised. It is Jesus who has poured out what you now see and hear.” Long
before Jesuwas born the Bible says about hiffYou will not leave me in the
grave. You will not let your faithful one rot away” Psalm 16:1QActs 2:27.

The Father gave His righteous dda forever and raised i to His own right
hand in heaveifPsalm 110:1L Jesus isherenow, acting as the Great High
Priest over his own house. His house is made up of those who follow him i
faith and truth (Hebrews 3:6).

18.Jesus Will Come Again

Jesus went up to heaveix sveeks after he rose from the dead. Those who
were with him were told by angels.. "Men of Galilee, why do you stand here
looking at the sky? Jesus has been taken away from you into heaven. But he

will come back in the same way you saw him go.” Acts 1:11.From that time

his apostles preached that he would returthto earthto fulfii GodOs plan
(Acts 3:20 & 2). “Christ is the first of those who rise from the dead. When he
comes back, those who belong to him will be raised. Christ must rule until he

has put all his enemies under his control.” 1 Corinthians 15:23, 2§51
Thessalonians 1:10).

19. The Dead Shall be Raised

When theLord Jesusomes backo earthas Kinghe will first raise the dead
from the dust Daniel 12:2 “Huge numbers of people who lie dead in their
graves will wake up. Some will rise up to life that will never end. Others will
rise up to shame that will never end.” (John 6:40, Acts 24:15, 1 Corinthians
15:52, 1 Thessalonians 4:16But not all men will be raised. The Bible
teaches thathose who haveever knownGod and His plan will stay in the
grave. Psalm 49:14 & 20Like sheep they will end up in the grave. Death will
swallow them up. When honest people come to power, a new day will dawn.
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The bodies of sinners will waste away in the grave... People who have riches

but don't understand are like the animals. They die.” (Proverbs 21:16)On the
other hand, if a maknowsGodOs will and refuses to obey, he must answer fo
his sin. James 4:17So when you know the good things you should do and
don't do them, you sin.”

20.The Judgment Seat of Chris.

The dead will come outf the dustof the earthto be judgedPaul says; We
must all stand in front of Christ to be judged. Each one of us will be judged for
the good things and the bad things we do while we are in our bodies. Then
each of us will receive what we are supposed to get.” 2 Corinthians 5:10. God
has made Jesus the judge of both the dead and the living. Acts 1Hd?2
commanded us to preach to the people. He told us to give witness that he is the
one appointed by God to judge the living and the dead.” (Acts 17:31; 2
Timothy 4:1). Judgment will sortud the wicked from the true followers of
Jesus Christ

21.The Wicked Shall Perish

The Bible shows us that the wicked wibht live forever.Jesus will judge them
and decide on their punishme. Thessalonians 19, “...when the Lord
Jesus appears from heaven. He will come in blazing fire. He will come with
the angels who are given the power to do what God wants. He will punish
those who don't know God. He will punish those who don't obey the good news
about our Lord Jesus. They will be destroyed forever. They will be shut out of
heaven. They will never see the glory of the Lord's power.” (Psalm 37:9, 10 &
20; Malachi 4:1). But whé “...the pay you get is death ... God gives you the
gift of eternal life because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.” Romans
6:23

22.The Gift of God is Eternal Life.

This is thewonderfultruth told in the Bible. Life forever is nat thing we can
ean as wages. Death is theage, whichcomes taosinners, but eternal life can
come to us only byhe grace of Godlesus willgive this gift to his faithful
followers when he comes again. John 1028 (Jesus speakingfMy sheep
listen to my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life,
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and they will never die. No one can steal them out of my hand.” (Romans 2:6
7, 7;1 Corinthians 15:534; 1 John 2: 25).

23.Belief and Baptism are Both Necessary

We must believe and be baptigedgaineternal life. Jesusaid “No one can
see God's kingdom without being born again” John 3:3Mark 1616).

Jesus...travelled around from one town and village to another. He

announced the good news of God's kingdom.” Luke 8:1(Matthew 4:23 Mark
1:14). Hesad in Mark 16:15,“Go into all the world. Preach the good news to

everyone” (Acts 28:31). h Acts 8:12 he people ofSamariabelieved when
“Philip preached the good news of God's kingdom. He preached the name of
Jesus Christ. So men and women believed and were baptized.”

Baptism was for peoplevho turned away from sin andnderstoodand

believedthe GospelJesus said Then you will know the truth. And the truth

will set you free.” John 8:32. Bul tells us in Ephesians 464 “There is one

body. There is one Spirit. You were appointed to one hope when you were

chosen. There is one Lord. There is one faith and one baptism. There is one

God and Father of all. He is over everything. He is through everything. He is

in everything.” We need to understand that thése“one God” and “one

Lord” (John17:3), we must believe in thabi2 faithO and &de hopeO, then
we cantake part in that'one baptism .

24.What is the Kingdom of God?

We can also read abouthe kingdom of Godin the Old Testament. For
example, in thdookof Daniel we are told it is Ringdam thatGod will set up
onearth (Daniel 2:44).twwill end all mortalrule on earthand lastforever.

In Daniel 7:18, we findQhe holy people of the Most High God” (faithful
followers of Jesyswho receive the kngdom“will possess it forever....” Those
who are baptisedGalatians 3:27)are “called to be His people” Romans 1:7.
If they are faithful, they will receive at ChrisDssecondcoming that geat
reward of life foreverThat is part oGodOs plan with man

25.Jesus Will be King

A kingdom is made up of many parts. It must hakeng, officials a capital
city, subjects, laws, and territory (or landgyhen Jessistoodas a prisoner
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beforethe Roman governolRontiusPilate, e saidto Jesus“So you are a
king, then!". Jesus answeredYou are right to say I am a king. In fact, that's

the reason I was born.” John 18:37. The angel Gabriel said to Mary, the
mother of Jesughat Jesus would be kingHe will be great and will be called

the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king like his
father David of long ago. He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, He will
rule forever over his people, who came from Jacob's family. His kingdom will
never end.” Luke 1:3233.

Jesus is botkhe Son of God andhe son of David.He was born in the line of
David andMary his nothercame from DavidMatthew 1)

26.GodOs Covenant with David

This promise wasnade when Davidvas King of Israein Jerusalem about
3000 years aga2(Samuk7:12-16). God promisedhat He woull give him a
son who would sibn his throne forever. The words of the angel to Mary a
thousand years later clearly shewho the promised son islesus hasat yet
saton DavidOs throne as King of Israel. He was rejected by that nation a
“was led away like a sheep to be killed.” 1saiah 53:7. Oer his cross was the
writing E  “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” which the Jewish
leadersnrote to mock higlaim.

GodOs covenant with David wlhlappen in the futurbut certain things must
happen first:

¢ Jesus himself must return to the earth

e David himself must be raised from the dpad

* |srael as a nation musbw down to th&ing theyrejected and,

* The Kingdom of Israel, under Christ, must be restored in the lanc
where David reigned.

27.1srael Ba Special People

What has become of Dads throne and kingdom? This kingdom does not
exist today. Israel waa much largenationthan it is todayGod chos Israel
Qut of all of the nations on the face of the earth to be his people.”
Deuteronomy 7:6God did not put an end DavidO&ingdomforever.

Paul wrote inRomans 11:2 “Did God turn his back on his people? Not at

all! God didn't turn his back on his people. After all, he chose them.” Israel

will be savedRomans 11:26014nd so all Israel will be saved. It is written,
12



‘The One who saves will come from Mount Zion. He will remove sin from
Jacob.””

God sent His prophet Ezekiel $ay toKing Zedekiah “Jerusalem will fall. T
will destroy it. It will not be rebuilt until the true king comes. After all, the
kingdom belongs to him. I will give it to him.” Ezekiel 21:27. Babylon, Greece
and Rome, at different times in history, conquered Israel. When demsis
born the land was in the hands of the Romans.

Jesussaidthat Jerusalem would fall and thewk would bescattered.“Some
will be killed by the sword. Others will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.
Jerusalem will be overrun by those who aren't Jews until the times of the non-
Jews come to an end.” Luke 21:24. And so it was. In A.D. 70 Jerusalem fell,
and ever since that tintee Jews have wandered among the nations.

28.The JewsDGodOs Witnesses

It was part of GodOs plan that the Jestamed to their homeland in 1948
almost 2000 years laterFor examplein Ezekiel 37:2322 “I will take the
Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them together
from all around. I will bring them back to their own land. There I will make
them one nation. They will live on the mountains of Israel. All of them will
have one king.”

In all their longhistory, the things that have happened to the Jews have prove
the truth of GodOs wrd. God says of thefiYou are my witnesses that I am
God.” |saiah 43:12.

29.Signs of Our Times

In re@nt history and todaywe see that manjewshave returned to IsraeAs

yet that Oone KingO has not appeared. Jesus gave us other signs we we
look for justbeforeHis return. He said“The nations of the earth will be in
terrible pain. They will be puzzled by the roaring and tossing of the sea.
Terror will make people faint. They will be worried about what is happening

in the world.” Luke 21:2526. Is this what weseehappeningtoday? Jesus
added inverse 31:“In the same way, when you see these things happening,

you will know that God's kingdom is near.”
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30.Jerusalem the Throne of the LORD

If Jesus is to be kingpon the throne of his father David, théerusalems
where he willreign over thewhole earth, becausé was there that David
reigned. Jeremiah 3:174¢ that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of
the Lord.”

Jess himself said that Jerusalefis the city of the Great King” Matthew
5:35. God says He will set His King upon Hiso® mountainof ZionO Psalm
2:6. To OHis Anointed®the Christ, or Messia® God says, I will give the
nations to you. All nations on earth will belong to you.” Psalm 2:8. This
shows us that Jerusalem whk the centre of GodOs Kingdom over the whole
earh. The King who reigns in Zion will be supreme over all the earth
(Zechariah 14:9)We read in Psat 72:11,“All kings will bow down to him.

All nations will serve”.

31.ChristOs Faithful Saints will Rule with Him

Jesudold Peter that those who havaléwed him will share his kingly glory
in that coming day (Matthew 19:28). Paul say&,we don't give up, we will
also rule with him” 2 Timothy 2:12. t his last message to his wagdisaints
Jesus gives this wonderfptomise, “I'll give those who overcome the right to
sit with me on my throne.” Revelation 3:21.

The saints will sing to their King;The Lion of the tribe of Judah has won the
battle ... the Root of David. You have made them members of a royal family.
You have made them priests to serve our God. They will rule on the earth.”
Revelation 5:5 &10.

32.The Earth is the Promised Inheritance of the Righteous

Jesus himsel€learly stated “Blessed are those who are free of pride. They
will be given the earth” Matthew 5:5. David said the saménty, Psalm 37:11,
“But those who are free of pride will be given the land. They will enjoy great
peace”.

Christ and hissaints will regn over a reborn Israelandpeople from nations
around the world whescape the judgents of God.
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33. Mortal Subjects of the Kingdam.

The peopleon earthwill enjoy the greabenefits thatvill come when Jesus is
King. Israel will then bea leading natior(Isaiah 60:1615). GodOs prophet
declares,“The nation or kingdom that will not serve you will be destroyed. It
will be completely wiped out.” 1saiah 60:12.

Those who reign with Christ will be immortal (newaying), evenmortal
peoplewill live much lorgerin the Kingdom(Isaiah 65:2)

34.0ne Wise, Just and Perfect Lav.

Jesus and his ruleill bring joy and pace to all men andlory to God So
much evil and misery in our world today cemfrom bad rulers and bad laws!
The Bible tells us, Gowvill teach us His ways, so that we may walk inisH
paths.“The law of the LORD will be taught at Zion. His message will go out
from Jerusalem.” 1saiah 2:3.The new lawwill be so effective that men will
wish to knowmore about it sdhat theymay keep it. They will saysame
verse),"Come. Let us go up to the LORD's mountain. Let's go to the house of
Jacob's God. He will teach us how we should live. Then we will live the way

he wants us to."

35. The Blessings of this Coming Age

The prophet Isaiak2:4) tells usthatwars will end and weapons of/ar will
be made into tools for the peacefatming of the soil. All natios will stop
using weaponsMicah 4:3 says,“Nations will not go to war against one
another. They won't even train to fight anymore.”

When Jesus comes, he will bring $@lutionfor our wartorn and watweary
world. He is “the Prince of Peace”. “The authority of his rule will continue

to grow. The peace he brings will never end. He will rule on David's throne
and over his kingdom. He will make the kingdom strong and secure. His rule
will be based on what is fair and right. It will last forever. The LORD's great
love will make sure that happens. He rules over all.” Isaiah 9:7. Jesus taught
his disciples to prayor this time to comeMatthew 6:10. When Jesus was
born in Bethlehem, #hangels sang a sqnt¥ay glory be given to God in the
highest heaven! And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!"”
Luke 2:14. But only when Jesusigns as Kingwill those wordscome true
OGilory to GodO is manOs firsy.dReace will follow.
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We live in a world where men do not listen to G@dDhere is no peace for
those who are evil,” says my God.” 1saiah 57:21.

To get a full picture of the joys and blessings of ChristOs reign, read Psalm
It tells us how wonderful the kingdom will be. The King will reigm
righteousnesshis powerwill be world-wide, verse 7 “Godly people will do

well as long as he rules. They will have more than they need as long as the
moon lasts.” There will be © more violence or brutality; no more oppression,
or want, or misery; the poor and neawheswill be cared for as neverfore.

36. All Nations Will be Blessed Through Him

Psalm 72t7, “May his name endure forever, may it continue as long as the
sun, and they will call him blessed.” David finishes his psalm witwords of
praise to the greaughor of this glorious plan;Praise be to his glorious name
forever... Amen and Amen.”

37.May the Whole Earth be Filled with His Glory.

And that as we said at the first, BodOs plan with man

Even theearthitself will be set free from the curse that lies upon it (Genesis
3:17-18). ChristOs worwill be to take away the effés of AdamOs sin. When
he reigns, grain will grow so wettat Q¢ that time those who plough the land

will catch up with those who harvest the crops.” Amos 9:1115 (Psalm 67:6;
Psalm 72:16) The harvest of thdields will be so great thais soon as the
crops are harvestdenthe time to sow the seedll comearound again.

Christ will “make all things new” (Revelation 21:5). He is the grdsaler in
the physical sense, as well as in the spiritual seébisease and illness will
vanish away (Isaiah 33:24)ndthere willbe no moraleath

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:2B that Christ‘must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”

38.The Mill ennium.

At the end of e first thousad years of the Kingdom of Godften called the
Millennium) the last thing that Jesus Christ, the King, deds destroy death.
Everything will be how God planned it to.be

16



At the end of théMillennium Age otherchanges will take place. Those who
have died during that thousand years will be raised and judged (Revelatic
20:1214).As with those judged at ChristOs return, the wicked shall perish ar
the righteous shall be made to live eternally.

Theseimmortals(with GodOswn naturg will fill the earth with His ¢pry and
His praise. ChristQgork will be complete, all things now beingubjected to
him” (1 Corinthians 15:28).

39.God Will be All'in All .

In Revelation 21:3} we areshown a small part 060odOs peected plan,
“Now God makes his home with people. He will live with them. They will be

his people. And God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe

away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sadness.

There will be no more crying or pain. Things are no longer the way they used

to be.”

40.Death Shall be No Moe.

In the very last chapter of the Bible we read more aboutbeling” of our
sick world(Revelation 22:3)

41.There Shall be No More Curse

And sothe lastpart of GodOs plan with marevealed

As we look atthe present evil state of thevorld, we may not see much in the
shape of gplan When all the waste and worthlessdaunwanted things are
cleared awayhe kingdomwill be plainly seen in all its be&y

The works of men will pass away; GodOs purposeuaiiffail.

What do we have to do be in the Kingdom with Jesus as our Kargl to see
GodOglory filling the eartt?

42.GodOs Covenant with Abraham

First we will look ata man calleddbramwho lived at Ur. This was an ancient
city in Babylon. God told him to go tGanaan, to thé&and thatGod promsed
to give him foreverGenesisl2:1-3 13:14).
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National - God promised Abraham he wouldcome a great nation.
Personal- His name will be great iall the earth and he will be a blessing.
Family - God wil bless those who bless hiamd curse those who curse him.
International - in him all families of the earth will be blessed.
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After Abram had moved into the lard promise (Canaan), Gashid to him,
“You will not be called Abram anymore. Your name will be Abraham, because

I have made you a father of many nations.” Geresis 17:5. Now'Abraham’

meansfather of a great multitude’. This makes the promide all people on
earth

43. A World Covenant

People ofany nation may become an heir of the promise, if they acceps
planfor them(Romans 1:16, 2 Peter 3:9).
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44.God Does Not Show Favouritism
(rhen Peter began to speak. "I now realize how true it is that God treats everyone th

same," he said. "He accepts people from every nation. He accepts all who have
respect for him and do what is right.OActs 10:3436.

Paul clearly tells ugn Galatians 3:7,“So you see, those who have faith are
children of Abraham.” In the next verse he shows thatthe gospelor good
news)of the Kingdom preached by Jesus and his apostles is based upon 1
promises to Abraham. He say¥,ong ago, Scripture knew that God would
make non-Jews right with himself by believing in him. He announced the good
news ahead of time to Abraham. He said, ‘All nations will be blessed because

of you.””

Abraham showed his great faith in believing GodOs word and acting upon
We read in Hebrews 118 “Abraham had faith. So he obeyed God. God
called him to go to a place he would later receive as his own. So he went. He

did it even though he didn't know where he was going. Because of his faith he
made his home in the land God had promised him. He was like an outsider in

a strange country. He lived there in tents. So did Isaac and Jacob. They
received the same promise he did.”

Through all his life Abraham never lost faith in GodOs promise. Haadid
receive the land:God didn't give him any property here. He didn't give him
even a foot of land. But God made a promise to him and to all his family after
him. He said they would possess the land. The promise was made even though
at that time Abraham had no child.” Acts 7:5.

God asks us to have the same faith that Abraham Ihal not the bloodf
Abraham in our veins that weseal, but thefaith of Abraham in our hearts.

45.The Heir of the World.

Abraham*... was absolutely sure that God had the power to do what he had
promised.” Romans 4:21 (Romans 4:P%). When Abraham is raised from
the deache will receivehis promised inhéance in GodOs eternal Kingdom.
Mark 12:26asks us,“What about the dead rising? Haven't you read in the
scroll of Moses the story of the bush? God said to Moses, ‘I am the God of
Abraham. I am the God of Isaac. And I am the God of Jacob.”” (Micah 7:20).

All of AbrahamOs faithful seed will be with him at that day. Jesus himself sa
that “...many will come from the east and the west. They will take their places

at the feast in the kingdom of heaven. They will sit with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.” Matthew 8:11(Luke 13:2829).
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What steps mustve take to follow the example of thogeithful people who
lived long ag@ Again we are brought toelief and baptismas the answeb
that is, to faith and humble obedience.

46.Christ is the Seed of Abrahan.

In Galatians3:16 Paul tells us plainly thaesus Christ is the seed of Abraham
through whom theoromisedblessing was to come. His death and resurrection
“... shows us that God will keep the promises he made to the founders of our
nation.” Romans 15:8.

God has prodedbaptismasthe way forall people whether Jews or Gentiles
by birth, to becomeone with Christ In Galatians 3:2&9 “You are all
children of God by believing in Christ Jesus. All of you who were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ as if he were your clothes. There is no Jew or Greek.
There is no slave or free person. There is no male or female. Because you
belong to Christ Jesus, you are all one. You who belong to Christ are
Abraham's seed. You will receive what God has promised.”

There isno hope for people who do not recognisbese “very great and
valuable promises” 2 Peter 1:4. Even Nicodemus, who was alreéaye of
the Jewish rulers”, was told by Jesus that he must‘ern again” Bthat is,
“born through water and the Holy Spirit”, John 3:17.

47. The Hope of Israel

Now we must point out that the hope b&tearly Christians was the hope of
Israelbased on GodOs promises to Abraham and David. Act§¥ké: the
apostles met together, they asked Jesus a question. ‘Lord,’ they said, ‘are you
going to give the kingdom back to Israel now?’” Paul, when he appeared as a
prisoner before King Agrippa, sailoday I am on trial because of the hope I
have. I believe in what God promised our people long ago.” Acts 26:6. Later,
whenhe wasa prisonetin Rome, he said? share Israel's hope. That is why [

am held with this chain. So I have asked to see you and talk with you.” Acts
28:20.

If we do not belong tthe Lord Jesu€hrist we haveno hopeand do not have
a future. (Ephesians 2:17Zhatis truly a sad position to be irsomepeople
were before baptisnt,... far away from God. But now you belong to Christ
Jesus. He spilled his blood for you. That has brought you near to God.” verse
13. That brings us to the questioithat is baptism?
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48. Baptismis a Burial in Water.

In Acts 8, we are told howhilip baptized a certain mafiHe gave orders to
stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the official went down into the water.
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
suddenly took Philip away. The official did not see him again. He went on his
way full of joy.” verses 389. Then in Romans 6:8 we read PaulOs words,
“All of us were baptized into Christ Jesus. Don't you know that we were
baptized into his death? By being baptized, we were buried with Christ into his
death. Christ has been raised from the dead by the Father's glory. And like
Christ we also can live a new life.”

Paul says here in Romans 6:T}hose who have died have been set free from
sin.” If we live for Godwe should not let evithings control usWe must rule
them We must cut them off with'... the sword of the Holy Spirit. The sword
is God's word.” Ephesians 6:17 (Hebrews 4:12).

Hereis the battle of theChristianlife. We must resist and overcomé&The
sinful nature does not want what the Spirit delights in. And the Spirit does not
want what the sinful nature delights in. The two are at war with each other.
That's what makes you do what you don't want to do.” Galatians 5:17. Paul
goes on to say inverse 24“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed
their sinful nature to his cross. They don't want what their sinful nature loves
and longs for.” Again he writes “So put to death anything that belongs to
your earthly nature... Don't let your feelings get out of control. Remove from
your life all evil longings. Stop always wanting more and more. You might as
well be worshiping statues of gods.” Colossians 3:5.

Baptism is the burial of a persarhois ready tadie to sin, and to begin a new
life in Chiist. So Paul says;consider yourselves to be dead as far as sin is
concerned. Now that you believe in Christ Jesus, consider yourselves to be
alive as far as God is concerned.” Romans 6:11.

49. A New Life.

Whena persoris baptizedhey are“born again” John 3:3, 5, 7; (1 Peter 1:23)
Pnot in body, buin mind. “Like babies that were just born, you should long
for the pure milk of God's word. It will help you grow up as believers.” 1 Peter
2:2.

Before baptism a persdrelongs to Adai® race after bapsm that persoiis
Qn Chris©O. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:XAnyone who believes in Christ
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is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come!” The obedient believer
is still mortd, but is now an heir of eternalife (Romans 8:17; Titus 1:2)
admted by God (John 1:12; Romans 8:1¥0; Hebrews 2:10nd abrother or

sisterof the Lord Jesus Christhey area member of GodOs family.

50. Christadelphians.

This one word means-others of Christ and includes people who look for the

true message fothe Bible, are baptised andollow the Lord Jesus Christt is

the name that we call our Christian denominatlois the name of Christ and
the Greek word foObrotherO put togethisus said he is not ashamed to call
them his brethren who do the liwof his Father in heaven (Hebrews 2:11;
Matthew 12:50).

One who follows Jesulsas new hopes, new ideals, new attitudes, and a nev
purpose iriving.

51. Seek First His Kingdom

The central aim of this life is to‘put God's kingdom first. Do what he wants
you to do. Then all of those things will also be given to you.” Matthew 6:33.
Everyoneshould hae apurposdn life. To have no aim is likdrifting along
in a river. Wise p®plewill make the Kingdom of God thegoal.

52. Faith Without Deeds is Ugless

God requires us tkeepthe Commandments of Chriaghd follow His sor(See
Exploring the Bible. Simplified version availabléJames 2:20, 26)

SLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him
with all your mind and with all your strength.' And here is the second one.
'Love your neighbour as you love yourself.' There is no commandment more
important than these.” Mark 12:3031.

53. Love is the Fulfilment of the Law

Now, if we love the Father, we wihot let thethings n the world rule our
hearts James asks;You are not faithful to God. Don't you know that to be a
friend of the world is to hate God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the
world becomes an enemy of God.” James 4:4(Romans 13:10).
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54. Do not Love theWorl d.

“Do not love the world or anything in it. If you love the world, love for the
Father is not in you. Here is what people who belong to this world do. They
try to satisfy what their sinful natures want to do. They long for what their
sinful eyes look at. They brag about what they have and what they do. All of
this comes from the world. It doesn't come from the Father.” 1 John 2:1517.

Everyone should think carefully about these words.

Jesus knew he was going to be killed by evil mEwen his followes ran
away when he was arrested. Jestit prayed forthem “I do not pray that
you will take them out of the world. I pray that you will keep them safe from
the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to it. Use
the truth to make them holy. Your word is truth.” John 17:1517.

Therefore people waitinépr the coming of their Kindive in this world, but
they do not belong tat. By teachimg His words to all of the nationSod will
“take out of them a people for His name” (Acts 15:14).

55. A People for His Name

In the same way th&od called to Abraham t6Come out!”, soHe still says
to everyone who wants toe His childrenO8o come out from among them

and be separate,” says the Lord. ‘Do not touch anything that is not pure and

clean. Then I will receive you. I will be your Father. You will be my sons and

daughters,’ says the Lord who rules over all.” 2 Corinthians 6:1-718.

Those who have obeyed GodOs callctone out” do not belong td‘this evil
world” (Galatians 1:4).

56. Military and Political Affairs .

GodOs peopleray and wai for a Kingdom thatwill bring peace, safetand
justiceto the earth Jesus Christ will be a righteous King and will destroy evil
and wicked peoplevho do not obey Him.

We are told to obeyhe laws of the land that we live in without disobeying the
Commandments of Christ. Careful study of the Bime prayer are needed to
guide Christians when military and political decisions are made.
Christadelphians believe that we should figtt in wars orvote in elections.
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57. Marriage.

2 Corinthians 6:14ells us, “Do not be joined to unbelievers. What do right

and wrong have in common? Can light and darkness be friends?” Followers

of Christbelieve that marriage lasts undiéath or when the LdrJesus Christ
returns Matthew 5:32“But here is what I tell you. Anyone who divorces his

wife causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who gets married to the
divorced woman commits adultery. A man may divorce his wife only if she has

not been faithful to him.” Everyone who decides to get married should study
GodOs words carefylipray to God antalk with brothers and sisters

To stay faithful,Christiansshouldavoid badhalts andselfishpleasures of the
world around thm. Followers of Jesusretold to shine as lights;'But God
chose you to be his people. You are royal priests. You are a holy nation. You
are a people who belong to God. All of this is so that you can sing his praises.
He brought you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter2:9.
(Matthew 5:14).

58. The Memorial Meal.

On the first dayof each weelor as often as they medtagised followers of
Jesus worship the Father aremember His Soin the way shown in the
Bible. They eat bread (the symbol of thedy) and drinkpoured outwine
(symbol of hisblood)to remember Jes@sacrifice

“Then Jesus took bread. He gave thanks and broke it. He handed it to them
and said, ‘This is my body. It is given for you. Every time you eat it, do it in
memory of me.’ In the same way, after the supper he took the cup. He said,
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. It is poured out for you.”” Luke
22:1920 (1 Corinthians 11:229).

By doing this believers follow theapostles,“On the first day of the week we
met to break bread and eat together...” Acts 20:7. Followers of Jesus
“...studied what the apostles taught. They shared life together. They broke
bread and ate together. And they prayed.” AcCts 2:42.

Paul encouragedbelievers to meet togethefLet us not give up meeting
together. Some are in the habit of doing this. Instead, let us cheer each other
up with words of hope. Let us do it all the more as you see the day coming
when Christ will return.” Hebrews 10:25.

24



59. The Building of a Character.

Christians need to behave and buildcharacterworthy of that wonderful
Kingdom which the gospel hopgives us. Jesus said'Suppose you start to
plough and then look back. If you do, you are not fit for service in God's
kingdom." Luke 9:62. Having begun, we musgver turn back

We can learran important lesson from the history of GodOs ancient people
Israel. They werecalled outfrom slavery inEgypt to goto the land of
promise. God led them through the wilderness. This was their tdsting
and many thousands of them failed. When tfedth was put to the test, they
turned backand wantedheir old life again (Numbers 14:4) A a result, they
did notreach their goal.

Paul says,“I want to remind you about some things you already know. The
Lord saved his people. He brought them out of Egypt. But later he destroyed
those who did not believe.” Jude: Y1 Corinthians 10:111).

Baptism then, is the beginning of a new .lilehere is groverb thatsays “4
Jjourney of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” Many more steps must
be takeron the journey to the Kingdom of God. In Hebrews 6:1 we réad
let us leave the simple teachings about Christ. Let us grow up as believers.”

60. Let Us Go on to Perfection

This is what we are called taim at in our life following Jesu€hrist. He
himself is our pattern. Not only has he.. suffered for you. He left you an
example. He expects you to follow in his steps. You too were chosen to suffer.”
1 Peter 2:21, but he helps exery dayto walk that path of obedience.

Paul says‘We work together with God. You are like God's field. You are like
his building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9. What a partnership this is! How can it fail,
unlesswe ourselvegail?

This great work of building a chartae that pleases Gagquiresus to say no

to the desires‘of your old way of life.” Ephesians 4:231 “You must put
away anger, rage, hate and lies. Let no dirty words come out of your mouths.
Don't lie to each other. You have gotten rid of your old way of life and its
habits. You have started living a new life.” Colossans 3:814. We also have

to learn to say yes to God and learn to trust, obey and be faithful followers «
His son and our future King.

Anyone who decides to follow Jessbould understand thatritay bring us
trials and suffering (1 John 3:2 & Philippiar&20-21). “God has made
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everything. He has acted in exactly the right way. He is bringing his many
sons and daughters to share in his glory. To do so, he has made the One who
saved them perfect because of his sufferings.” Hebrews 2:10

61. Perfect Through Suffering.

The @any sonsO cannogxpect to be Omade perfémt@ny other way than the
way thatGod did with His Son. Gold is purified by fire. Gems are made
beautiful by polishing. The livingstones, whichmake up GodOs spiritual
temple,must be shapedl1Peter 2:5%). Paul wrote,“Christ Jesus himself is

the most important stone in the building. The whole building is held together

by him.” Ephesians 2:2Q1.

“Dear friends,” Peter wWrote “don't be surprised by the painful suffering you
are going through. Don't feel as if something strange were happening to you.
Be joyful that you are taking part in Christ's sufferings. Then you will be filled
with joy when Christ returns in glory.” 1 Peter 4:1213. We needfaith like
Abraham to get us throughis time of testing. W& mustalwayslook to the
future God has promisednd nevemevergive up We are assured théts all
things”, even those things which may seem very hard to b&asd works for
the good of those who love him. He appointed them to be saved in keeping
with his purpose.” Romans 8:28.

It is wise then, to count the cost.

62. Count the Cost.

The apostle Paul was a son of Gualdo showed strong character to get past
very difficult challenges. fiis is what he said after these tridl&hat we are
suffering now is nothing compared with the glory that will be shown in us.”
Romans 8:180ur troubles are small. They last only for a short time. But

they are earning for us a glory that will last forever. It is greater than all our
troubles. So we don't spend all our time looking at what we can see. Instead,

we look at what we can't see. What can be seen lasts only a short time. But
what can't be seen will last forever.” 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 (Hebrews 11:1)

Jesus asked this questicdtivhat good is it if someone gains the whole world
but loses his soul? Or what can anyone trade for his soul?” Matthew 16:26.
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It is important that, after baptismwe keep the examplef Christ inmind. We
must sudy our Heavenly FatherOs precioumds in the Bibleand costantly
approach His Othrone afageO in prayéHebrews 4:1415;5:7,1 John2:1).

In Psalm 119:9B9 we read,“Lord, I really love your law! All day long I
spend time thinking about it. Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
because your commands are always in my heart. I know more than all of my
teachers do, because I spend time thinking about your covenant laws.”

2 Timothy 3:1617 says “God has breathed life into all of Scripture. It is
useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is
useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what
is right. By using Scripture, a man of God can be completely prepared to do
every good thing.”

* Tolearn what is right

* Tolearn what is not right

* How to get it right, and

* Keeping it right
It is part of GodOs plan with man that His people are réadyyill prepare a
people who are ready for the Lord.” Luke 1:17.

63. One Final Word.

The time is shortOur world today stands on the vergeaomighty change
This isyour opportunity!“Now is the day he saves” 2 Corinthians 6:2

Only the presenis ours. The pashasgone, and the future has not come yet.
“What is your life? It is a mist that appears for a little while. Then it
disappears.” James 4:14.

Then again,“Don't brag about tomorrow. You don't know what a day will
bring.” Proverbs 27:1Be wise.God gave lifeto youfor a time- andfor a
purpose Make full use of itwhile you have itUse it as a steppirgtone to
greater things. It can lead & joyful everlastindjfe.

“He says, ‘When I showed you my favour, I heard you. On the day I saved
you, I helped you.’ I tell you, now is the time God shows his favour. Now is the
day he saves.” 2 Corinthians 6:2

Never forgethat the sun will go downtdast on your day of opportunity.
“Now is the day he saves” 2 Corinthians 6:2.
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Then, “Listen to his voice today.” Hebrews 3:7(See also Psalm 95:Zuke
9:35).

Orurn to the LORD before it's too Iatp. Call out to him while he's
still ready to help youO Isaiah 55:6.

Now Is the time!
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